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Lame Edsa rites irk FVR; 
may not accept invitation 
By Nikko Dizon 


FORMER PRESIDENT FIDEL RAMOS YESTER- 
day lashed out at President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's administration for its plan to hold 
Jow-key celebration to mark the 20th anniver- 
sary next week of the historic People Power |. 
Without waiting for reporters to question 
him on Malacafiang's plans to mark Edsa |, 


BALANCED 


RP health care system near 


collapse, 4 senators warn 


“URGENT AND COMPREHENSIVE" ACTION 
must be taken to save a health care system that 
is about to collapse because more than half of 
the country's health practitioners have left to 
work abroad, four senators said yesterday. 
Citing a World Health Organization report, 
Senators Ramon Magsaysay Jr. Juan Flavier, 
Pla Cayetano and Luisa "Loi" Ejercito Estrada 


LAME AB 


GENERALS AT THE PALACE: President Arroyo presides over а command conference on Thursday where she 
considers the No. 1 enemy of the state. The conference also took up the Magdalo problem but “only in passing,” 
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‘Oplan Heckle’ 
uncovered, say 
two generals 


GOVERNMENT TROOPS LOYAL TO PRESI- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo have uncovered a 
fresh plot by rogue soldiers to grab power this 
weekend, the Reuters news agency reported 
yesterday. 

The agency reported two senior unidenti- 
fied generals as saying that Magdalo muti- 
neers were planning a mass escape and dis- 
gruntled soldiers were plotting to hold mili- 
tary commanders hostage at a Philippine Mili- 
tary Academy alumni homecoming in Baguio 
City. The plot, dubbed “Oplan Heckle,” had 
reportedly led Ms Arroyo to skip the home- 
coming, the agency said. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita and 
two other military officers denied, however, 
that the President had planned to attend the 
Homecoming. 

3 "The President by tradition does not attend 
PMA reunions, only graduation ceremonies," 
he told the Inquirer. “This will not be the first 
time she will not attend the PMA reunion." 

4 The Inquirer has learned that the last time 
she attended a PMA reunion was in 2003. 
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DVD pirates [RP 
paid off by 
film fest 

producers 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
and Nini Valera 


‘THE UNITED STATES HAS RE- 
moved the Philippines from its 
“priority watch list" of countries 
that do not properly enforce in- 
tellectual property rights (IPR). 

The Office ofthe US Trade Rep- 
resentative yesterday issued a 
statement saying that it had up- 
graded the Philippines from the 
"priority watch list” to the ordi- 
nary watch list. 

Iis “out-of-cycle review" found 
that in 2005, “the Philippines bol- 
stered implementation of its spe- 


“LIKE PAYING RANSOM FOR OUR 
‘own movies,” decried a producer. 

‘And the director general of the 
Film Academy of the Philippines 
wants to know: "Why is the Opti- 
cal Media Board consorting with 
pirates?” 

Leo Martinez asked the ques- 
tion in connection with the аг. 
rangement between the OMB and 
the people behind the thriving 
piracy industry, wherein a virtual 
ransom was paid for the entries to 
the 2005 Metro Manila Film Fes- 
tival. 

Martinez told the INquinen that 
prior to the MMFF in December 
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By Blanche S. Rivera 


IMAGINE HAVING A PERSONAL 
weather bureau. 

Make one missed call to a 
mobile phone number and it 
sends back real time data on 
temperature, wind speed and 
direction, and rainfall volume 


за 
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cial legislation" against pirated 
audio and video discs. 

President „Macapagal-Arroyo 
crowed about the removal of the. 
Philippines from the US govern- 
ment's priority watch list of coun- 
tries with a notorious record of 
bootlegging American movies, 
music, software, books and ap- 
parel. 

"| am happy that we are re- 
moved from the priority watch 
list of IPR violators. This is recog- 
nition of our relentless efforts to 


of anarea. 

By April, Filipinos need imag- 
ine no more. 

Geologist Dr. Carlo Primo 
David and three computer engi- 
neering students from Don 
Bosco College are putting the fi- 
nal touches on what could be 
the cheapest system useful to 


EN 
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OCT. 5, 2000: Sen. Teofisto Guingona drops a bombshell accusing President Estrada of taking 
ion-peso “jueteng” payoffs. Feb. 14, 2006: Like old buddies, funny Valentines. 


taken off US priority piracy watch list 


stamp out piracy in the country" 
the President said at a forum on 
public television last night. “I 
have always said piracy is im- 
moral because it is stealing." 

Ms Arroyo said the govern- 
ments success in running after 
bootleggers augured well not on- 
ly for American copyright and 
trademark holders but also for 
Philippine artists 

“This is a big industry, a lot of 
our creative artists will lose jobs if 
we allow them to continue to vio- 


LA Pinoys invent personal weather bureau 


the country's disaster prepared- 
ness program. 

The group, which is working 
with the UP National Institute of 
Geological Sciences (UP NIGS), 
will soon introduce the Auto- 
mated Monitoring System 


said the Philippines had become the second 
RP HEALTH/AT 


innuon 


ordered the military to step up the offensive against the “communist terrorists” whom the government 
according to Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita and AFP Chief of Staff Generoso Senga. 


Erap may be released 


Palace, 3 religious 
leaders support 
30-day liberty 


By Christine O. Avendaño and Norman Bordadora 


THREE RELIGIOUS LEADERS—CEBU ARCH- 
bishop Ricardo Cardinal Vidal, Bro. Mike Velarde 
of El Shaddai and Iglesia ni Cristo Executive Min- 
ister Eraño Manalo—are willing to serve as guar- 
antors for deposed President Joseph Estrada in 
the event that he applies for temporary freedom. 


This was disclosed yesterday by two weeks, but this time with INC 
Michael Defensor, President Maca- representatives and with Vidal. 
pagal-Arroyo's chief of staff, who “The three leaders are willing 
also said Malacañang would пог to guarantee [that] Estrada is not 
oppose the arrangement. Defensor а flight risk and that he would be 
is leading reconciliation talks be- placed under their recognizance,” * 
tween the administration and Ms he said in a phone interview. 
Arroyo's ousted predecessor. Asked whether Ms Arroyo was 
Defensor said the mater had aware of the position taken by the 
2 been discussed with religious leaders religious leaders regarding Estra- 
© and their representatives for some da, Defensor said: “I think the 
time now. He said the most recent of President is aware since the three 
the discussions occurred in the last ERAP/AT 


late intellectual property rights,” 
she said. 

The country has been on the 
priority watch list from 2001, 
which meant that the country 
жаз just a step away from being 
slapped with trade sanctions by 
the US government. 

The President also said the re- 
moval from the priority watch list 
should spur foreign investors to 
put money in high-value software 
development. 


Only English 
to be spoken in 
Munti schools 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 
Metro 
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“EXCUSE ME, MAAM. TM 
here to collect your trash." 

"Students, please clean 
up your mess." 

Don’t be surprised if jani- 
tors in Muntinlupa City's. 
public schools will be blurt- 
ing out these lines on cam- 
pus. The city council is 
drafting a law that requires 

ONLY] AS 


minute information direcily to 
your cell phone. 

The system would be a break- 
through for Philippine environ- 
mental field monitoring. It offers 
a cost-effective alternative to the 
weather monitoring stations cur- 
rently used by Pagasa. 
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‘Spice Boys’ take up 
cudgels for Joe de V 


By Norman Bordadora and Michael Lim Ubac 


Senators smell 
Cha-cha in IRA 


‘THE WORLD IS LITTERED WITH CHARTER 
change bugs for deeply suspicious senators. 

Budget Secretary Rolando Andayss an- 
nouncement yesterday that the P17.5-billion 
internal revenue allotment (IRA) for local 
government units for 2000 and 2001 had just 
been released was met with universal skepti- 
cism in the Senate. 

Some senators found the timing of the re- 
lease suspicious as it coincided with the 
launch ofa nationwide movement for Charter 
change. 

They suspected the funds would be used to buy 
local government officials support for Cha-cha. 

“1 don't believe that the timing was a mere 
coincidence. These funds are being released 
during the launch of Cha-cha,” said Sen. 
Manuel Villar. 

Budget officials flatly denied this. Andaya 
said his department was not about to with- 
hold the IRA of the LGUs. The IRA is the local 
governments share of national tax revenues. 

Budget Undersecretary Laura Pascual ex- 
plained that the IRA was released only last 
Wednesday because that was when the paper 
work was completed and not because of the 
Cha-cha campaign. 

“We had to fix the procedures and we had to 
get the authority from the President to be able to 
release it. Then we had to make arrangements 
with the DOF and banks, and yesterday, all of the 
paper work came together, and we were able to is- 
sue the releases to the LGUs,” she said. 

Some 10,000 people gathered at the Ninoy 
‘Aquino Stadium Wednesday аз Manila Mayor 
Lito Atienza launched the Charter change move- 
‘ment, calling for an immediate shift to a unicam- 
eral legislature and parliamentary system. 

‘Andaya made the announcement of the 
IRA release at the hearing yesterday on the 
House bill appropriating P13.1 billion for a 
P1,000 increase this year in the monthly pay 
oF 1.3 million government employees. 

Senators again suspected that the P1.3 mil- 
lion supplemental budget was a "carrot" to 
win support for Cha-cha. 

Sen. Joker Arroyo said it could be a “propa- 
ganda fund” for Charter change. 

Bur they said they had no choice but to sup- 
portit and recommend the bills approval. 

"We can't oppose it because we will look 
bad to all the employees of government. This 
is a case of ‘damn if you do, damn if you 


don't" Arroyo said. TJ Burgonio 
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SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA AND HIS ALLIES' DETERMINATION 


to go it alone on Charter change 
halls of Congress. 


Rep. Prospero Pichay who attacked De 
Venecia for being "obsessed with Cha-cha,” 
yesterday got a spicy retort from the Spice 
Boys who are allies of the Speaker. 

Rep. Robert Ace Barbers said what Pichay and 
like-minded critics were saying were “mere me- 
dia noises" that only distract from the debate on 
how Charter change "could be rapidly achieved 
to put the country on the right track" 

"What Speaker De Venecia offers is a vision 
of what the nation can achieve if we change 
the structure of government. There is nothing. 
wrong in being passionate about changing 
the system,” Barbers said in a statement. 


Good intentions 

"Let us not cloud the good intentions of a 
few individual leaders .. Let us not cloud their 
actions with doubt when what they really want 
to achieve is a better future for our country,” 
said Bukidnon Rep. Juan Miguel Zubiri. 

Pichay said on Tuesday that De Venecia was so 
obsessed with Cha-cha that he thought the House 
with a handful of senators could do the Charter 
revisions without a bicameral consensus. 

Though he is the House majority's point man 
їп convincing senators to agree to a constituent 
assembly mode of amending the Charter, Pichay 
believes that the Senate and the House should 
vote separately on the constitutional changes. 

De Venecia and other House leaders this 
week launched a campaign to collect 195 sig- 
natures in support of a resolution to amend 
the Constitution drawn up by Rep. Constanti- 
no Jaraula, the chair of the House committee 
on constitutional amendments. 

The number represents three-fourths of all 
the members of both houses of Congress... .,. 

Barbers and Zubiri were among the young con- 
gressmen that included presidential chief of staff 
Michael Defensor who were dubbed the Spice 
Boys of the 11th Congress. They were the main 
petitioners in the impeachment complaint against 
deposed President Joseph Estrada in 2000. 


Risking a crisis 

‘At the Senate, administration Sen. Richard 
Gordon said De Venecia and his allies were risk- 
ing a political crisis if they insist on amending the 
Constitution without Senate concurrence. 

“If they insist on their diabolical plan and po- 
litical maneuvering to change the Constitution 
and shift to a unicameral parliament by the mere 


continues to generate heat in the 


plurality of numbers, then they are instigating a 
political crisis” said Gordon, chair of the Senate 
committee on constitutional amendments. 

‘The senator maintained that amending the 
Constitution, including a shift to a parliamen- 
tary system, was not a panacea to the coun- 
try's problems. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 
said a third method of amending the Charter, the 
people's initiative, was reserved for ordinary peo- 
ple and should not involve government officials. 

The involvement of De Venecia and Interior 
Secretary Ronaldo Puno in the people's initia- 
tive would defeat the Constitution's intent. 

Liberal Party representatives in the House 
meanwhile have claimed that Cha-cha propo 
nents have resurrected the controversial pro- 
posal to scrap the 2007 mid-term elections. 

‘They claimed that the no-elections provi- 
sion (No-el) was surreptitiously inserted in 
the final draft of the Jaraula resolution on 
proposed constitutional amendments. 


Imagining things 

But Barbers said the five LP mem- 
bers—Nereus Acosta, Manuel Mamba, Hene- 
dina Abad, Joseph Abaya and Herminigildo 
Mandanas, who are allied with the LP faction. 
of Senate President Franklin Drilon—were 
“imagining things.” 

Majority Leader Prospero Nograles said 
“the House leadership has already shot down 
that provision.” 

A cursory reading of the transitory provi- 
sion in question reveals no specific mention of 
“no-elections.” 

But Acosta claimed that in not setting the date 
for the first election under a new system and giv- 
ing the interim parliament the discretion to set 
the elections, the proposed amendment “effec- 
tively restores the No-el provision." 

“Whar if they set the elections not on May 11, 
2007 but sometime in 2010 or beyond?” he said. 

‘Two members of the committee on consti- 
tutional amendments yesterday said the sena- 
tors’ objections to Cha-cha came from а desire 
to preserve the Senate and their apprehen- 
sion that they would not have “a superior 
turf" ina unicameral legislature. 

“But this desire for self-preservation runs 
directly counter to the national interest,” said 
Rep. Exequiel Javier. With areport from TJ 
Burgonio 
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BREACH OF ETHICS 


Tech firm hits 
back at SolGen 


By Armand N. Мосит 


ALAWYER FOR MEGAPACIFIC 
Corp. yesterday accused Solici- 
tor General Alfredo Benipayo 
of violating the ethical stan- 
dards for lawyers when he 
“misrepresented material 
facts” by telling the Senate the 
poll computerization deal en- 
tered into by the Commission 
on Elections had been over- 
priced by more than P500 mil- 
lion. 

MegaPacific lawyer Alfre- 
do V. Lazaro said in a state- 
ment that Benipayo must al- 
зо come clean about his part 
in the approval of the P1.3- 
billion computerization con- 
tract during his tenure as 
Comelec chair. 

"The overpricing issue- al- 
leged by Benipayo is mislead- 
ing and maliciously couched," 
Lazaro said, because the cost of 
the automated counting ma- 
chines (ACM) was only part of 
the entire package that Mega- 
Pacific supplied. 

Lazaro said that aside from 
breaching the lawyer-client 
privilege between himself 
(Benipayo) and the Comelec, 
decisions made during Beni- 
payo's watch at the helm of the 
poll body subsequently be- 
came the basis for the govern- 
ments decision to enter into 
the contract. 


Comelec documents 

Lazaro said MegaPacific de- 
cided to break its silence in the 
controversy after Benipayo 
surrendered to the Senate 
Comelec documents supposed- 
ly showing that MegaPacific 
һай bought the machines from 
а Korean company for only 
P800 million. 

Lazaro said that during his 
time at the Comelec, Beni- 
payo "received price quota- 
tions for ACMs from at least 
two companies which indi- 
cated higher prices than the. 
estimated price/cost set by 
the Comelec and IT (informa- 
tion technology) and civil so- 
ciety groups.” 

"He refused to consider sig- 


BENIPAYO 


nificant data in favor of the 
cost-effective ACMs procured 
by the Abalos’ commission; in- 
stead he assailed the procure- 
ment by Abalos and discredit- 
ed him," Lazaro said. 

‘The MegaPacific statement 
came three days after the 
Supreme Court ordered the 
Ombudsman to “show cause” 
why it should not be cited for 
contempt for failing to pur- 
sue graft and criminal 
charges against Abalos and 
other Comelec officials in- 
volved in the South Korean 
deal that the high court had 
earlier nullified for being 
tainted with “graft and legal 
infirmities.” 


Software security 

According to Lazaro, Beni- 
payo did not disclose the fact 
that apart from the purchase of 
1,600 counting machines, the 
money paid to MegaPacific al- 
so went to the installation: of 
software security and encryp- 
tion features for the comput- 
ers. 

Other costs included quali- 
ty control, ballot design, in- 
surance, freight, manpower, 
metal casings for the comput- 
ers, uninterrupted power 
supply hardware, database 
servers, operating system, 
database management, pro- 
gram management, systems 
integration, managed an- 
tivirus and training pro- 
grams, and "election day sup- 
port," Lazaro said. 


TWO YEARS AFTER ALLEGEDLY 
playing key roles in the 2004 elec- 
tions, all generals allegedly involved 
in the "Hello Garci” scandal have 
been appointed to juicy posts in the 
military. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo yes- 
terday swore in Major Gen. Romeo 
Tolentino as Lieutenant General as he 
joined his peers Army chief Hermo- 
genes Esperon and Southern Com- 
mand commander Gabriel Habacon 
among the elite group of three-star 
generals. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Michael 
Defensor stressed that Tolentino de- 
served his promotion based on his 
sterling record in the field. 

"The President is really fond of him 
because of his exploits. He is a known 
fighter," Defensor said. 


The three — Esperon, Habacon and 
Tolentino — have been implicated in the 
Hello Gari scandal which alleged 
cheating in the 2004 elections, includ- 
ing the undue interference by top mili- 
tary in the election results of Mindanao. 

Tolentino and Esperon are from 
the Philippine Military Academy 
Class of 1974 which has adopted First 
Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo as an 
honorary member. The military offi- 
cer which headed the agency that was 
allegedly the source of the Hello Gar- 
ci tape, AFP deputy chief for intelli- 
gence Rear Adm. Tirso Danga, has al- 
so been promoted as chief of the 
Western Command (Wescom) based 
inPalawan. 

Tolentino was the highest among 
13 generals and seniors officers 
sworn into office by the President in 


generals promoted 


Malacafiang yesterday. Among the 
key officers sworn in by the President 
was her chief of Presidential Security 
Group, Col. Reynaldo Bangit, who 
was promoted to brigadier general 
but Palace officials has yet to name 
his replacement. 

Other generals and officers sworn 
in were Brig. Generals Rodolfo Oba- 
niana and Fernando Manalo (promot- 
ed to major general); Colonels Fer- 
mando Niduaza, Alfredo Cayton, Pe- 
dro Fernando, Edgardo Gurrea, Ar- 
nulfo Ylanan, Arsenio Arugay, Fer 
nando Zabat (promoted to brigadier 
general); and Capt Ruperto Rico Bor- 
romeo (promoted commodore). 

More than a third of generals in the 
military and police are expected to re- 
tireinthenext 12months. — GilC. 
Cabacungan Jr. 


Puno says he's still a congressman 


ANTIPOLO REP RONALDO PUNO 
will remain а congressman while still 
а secretary-designate of the Depart- 
ment of Interior and Local Govern- 
ment despite the formal turnover of 
the post to him by Interior Secretary 
Angelo Reyes yesterday. 

In his speech, Puno said he 
would remain а mere secretary- 
designate until he is given the nod 
by the congressional Commission 
on Appointments, some of whose 
senator members have opposed his 
appointment. 

“I will continue to take that path 
unless 1 get a fair hearing at the CA,” 
Puno said. 

Puno also announced that Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo had ap- 
pointed Wencelito Andanar as 
DILG undersecretary for adminis- 
tration after a long stint as under- 


secretary against transnational 
crime. 

"This is a department that can 
run itself. I don't need to do your 
job for you since you're the experts 
here. My job here is to help you do 
your job not to tell you what to do. 
My job is to help you get support 
from outside," Puno told the de- 
partment employees. 

He said he would also give advice 
on how to run the department “if it is 
asked.” 

He said that “contrary to the state- 
ments of some ignorant senators," he 
һай not assumed the office of interior 
secretary. 

* could assume the position now 
Dut choose not to," he said. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino 
Pimentel said on Wednesday that it 
was illegal for Puno to assume the 


post in the middle of a Congress ses- 
sion. 

Pimentel and Sen. Joker Arroyo al- 
so alleged that Puno was already us- 
ing the DILG to work for Charter 
change and had met with DILG offi- 
cials to “lay the grassroots" for such 
an operation. 

Inan interview with reporters after 
the turnover rites, Puno said that it 
was a lie that he had met with DILG 
regional and provincial directors con- 
cerning Cha-cha. 

^| haven't even met with my 
friends in the department because | 
didn’t want (such talk), how much 
more conduct such meetings,” he 
said. 

But he said that he would con- 
tinue to work for Cha-cha "as a 
congressman.” Norman Bor- 
dadora 
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HENRY SY (center) leads the ribbon cutting of SM City-Santa Rosa with the assistance 
of (from left) Laguna Gov. Teresita Lazaro, Rep. Uliran Joaquin, Hans Sy, and Felicidad Sy. 
PRIGUAOPUNZALAN 


SM-Sta Rosa opens today 


MALL MAGNATE HENRY SY YESTERDAY 


mamay 
Sora 2 dgu LED 


120 residential subdivisions, ranging fom the 


led the ribbon cutting and blessing of SM 
Prime's 23rd supermail, which opens today 
in Santa Rosa to bring SM's shopping, 
leisure, and entertainment to Laguna. 

Located on a_170,740-square-meter 
property in Barrio Tagapo, the mall has two 
levels and a floor area of 88,000 square me- 
ters, It will serve customers in Laguna and 
neighboring provinces, making it part of 
Santa Rosa's dynamism as an investment 
hub, tourism and education center, and up- 
wardly mobile residential community, ac- 
cording to a press statement by SM. 

Santa Rosa is a strategic gateway Metro 
Manila and other provinces in the Calabarzon 
region. The city currently houses three global- 
ly competitive industrial estates. These in- 
clude the Laguna Technopark, which is the 
first industrial estate in the Philippines; the 
Santa Rosa Business Park, an integrated com- 
mercial, business, and industrial park; and the 
Meridian Industrial Complex, with its assem- 
bly planis and warehouses. 

Known as the “Detroit of the Philippines,” 
Santa Rosa is home to six automotive compa- 
nies- Toyota, Ford, Nissan, Honda, Star Motor, 
and Columbian Motors - which account for 85 
percentof local automotive production. 

The city is also densely populated with over 


high end (Laguna Bel Ais Santa Rosa Estates, 
‘Terra Fortuna, La Residencia, Fontanamara and 
Belle Reve) to the medium range of city gov- 
ernment socialized housing units. 

Santa Rosa also has schools and universities | 
ofall levels within the city and surrounding ar- 
eas. Among them are the Perpetual Help Uni- 
versity, Polytechnic University of the Philip- 
pines - Santa Rosa Extension, De La Salle Uni- 
versity Canlubang, Laguna Bel-Air Philippine 
Science, Dominican College, San Pedro Col- 
lege of Business and the Arts, and St. Scholas- 
ticas College, Westgrove. 

Santa Rosa's surrounding towns and city - 
San Pedro, Binan, Cabuyao, Calamba City and. 
Carmona, Cavite - are also rapidly developing | 
with 21 operating industrial estates, and over 
500 residential subdivisions and villages. 

The mall's major anchors are the SM De- 
partment Store and SM Supermarket and 
retail outlets like home stores, toy stores, 
appliance centers, fashion boutiques, book 
Stores, novelty shops, sports stores, and 
jewelry shops. 

Tr will also have good fast food at the SM 
Food Court plus specialty restaurants. It 
will also have four state of the art cinemas, 
an entertainment plaza, and 3,351 parking 
slots of customer convenience. 


PCGG ‘gone to the dogs’ 


By Alcuin Papa 


MILITANT EARMERS HAVE SCORED THE PRES 
dential Commission on Good Government 
(POGO) for saying that the agency, whose sole 
task isto recover the ill-gotten wealth amassed by 
the Marcoses and their cronies, was open to com- 
promise in civil cases. 

Danilo Ramos, secretary general of the 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP), 
said that with its latest pronouncement, the 
PCGG had “really gone to the dogs.” 

“The primary issue here is justice and not 
only actual recovery of the ill-gotten wealth. 
The PCGG has really gone to the dogs after the 
time of former chair Haydee Yorac. Almost all 
the cases are now for sale, starting with the co- 
co levy funds,” Ramos said in Filipino. 

Hesaid that with possible deals on the Marcos 
wealth, “the Mareos cronies and the Marcoses 
themselves must be happy. With the compromis- 


Garci not yet 
off the hook 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


VIRGILIO GARCILLANO I$ NOT YET OFF 
the hook. 

The revised report released by a joint con- 
gressional committee this week was not yet 
"final," according to Lanao del Sur Rep. Be- 
nasing Macarambon. 

Macarambon, vice chair of the committee 
on national defense and security, one the five 
House panels that investigated the ^Hello 
Garci” wiretap controversy for seven months, 
denied the House had cleared the former elec- 
tion commissioner "or anybody else involved 
in the tape probe.” 

Neither was the report “binding because it 
will still undergo tedious study, debate and 
revision by the committee members," he said. 

“All of these will be done by the joint panel 
members before the report gets finalized and 
submitted to the floor. Every member is en- 
joined to give his or her input for us to com- 
plete the report,” the lawmaker said. 

Earlier, Garcillano had told the Inquirer he 
would gladly face any lawsuits arising from 
his testimony before the joint inquiry, which 
ended last month. 

"So be it. Let them file the cases so that I 
can answer the charges in the proper forum 
and the public may know who's lying,” said 
Garcillano. 

Garcillano repeatedly denied rigging the 
elections to favor Ms Arroyo, even challeng- 
ing the opposition to show concrete proof in- 
stend of relying on bugged conversations. 

Macarambon admitted that recommending 
the prosecution of Garcillano and those who 
did the wiretapping was not the aim of the 
House investigation. 

"Whatever the final decision of the House, 
the committee's work will only end up in pro- 
posed legislation, but never in [the prosecu- 
tion} of concerned individuals, he said, 
stressing the inquiry report must center on 


es, they would even make some money" 

Ramos said PCGG chair Camilo Sabio 
should step down for agreeing to compro- 
mise, thus betraying the cause of the coconut 
farmers. 

"He should just resign. He has sold down 
the river the interest not only of coconut farm- 
ers but the Filipino people as well. What we 
are after is justice. Sabio keeps saying he was 
jailed during martial law and fought the dic- 
tatorship. But where is justice now? Is it all 
just money?" Ramos said. 

PCGG Commissioner Narciso Nario was re- 
ported to have said the other day that the 
agency was open to compromise in the civil 
cases it had filed involving the ill-gotten 
wealth of the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos, 
his relatives and friends. 

Nario said settling the civil cases would 
bring a swift end to those that remained unre- 
solved. 
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DAR: We're still indispensable to land reform 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


THREATENED WITH ABOLITION 
by the Senate, the Department of 
Agrarian Reform said yesterday 
there were more “new lands" to be 
acquired by the government and 
distributed to tenant-farmers, thus 
making the agency indispensable, 
‘Agrarian Reform Secretary 
Nasser С. Pangandaman said 
more than a million hectares still 
needed to be included in the 


‘Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program (CARP) and this would 
take several years beyond the 
2008 deadline for the DAR to 
‘complete its acquisition and dis- 
tribution of lands to tenants, 
“These were not identified in 
the four-million-hectare scope of 
the CARP coverage before. They 
are private agricultural lands and 
some government lands that 
were overlooked in the course of 
the implementation of the CARR” 


Pangandaman told the Inguier 
ina phone interview yesterday. 

DAR has distributed some 3.7 
million of the 4.2 million hectares 
covered by CARP since the pro- 
gram began in 1988. Most of the 
remaining 500,000 hectares are 
the subject of litigation. 

Senators Miriam Defensor Santi- 
ago, Joker Arroyo and Ralph Recto 
have supported the abolition of the 
DAR after 2008, saying it had no 
more funds to support CARP 


Sentiago moved for the scrap- 
ping of the DAR budget prior to 
its abolition, saying the agency 
had “outlived йз usefulness" 
Santiago headed DAR in the 
Aquino administration. 

Pangandaman said DAR also 
needed to thresh out the legal is- 
sues surrounding some distribut- 
ed lands and to oversee the culti- 
vation of the lands now in the 
hands of farmer-beneficiaries. 

Peace Foundation president 


Manuel Quiambao backed the 
DAR claim, saying there were 1.2 
million hectares of private agri- 
cultural lands and three million 
hectares of public lands that had 
yet to be covered by CARP. 

“The Senate should instead fo- 
cus on the paper trail of (Marcos) 
funds misuse and (investigate) 
pre-2004 election DAR officials," 
Quiambao said. 

Pangandaman said the abolition 
of DAR would also mean the loss of 


more than 13,000 jobs of its em- 
ployees throughout the country. 

“We respect their senators) opin- 
ion, but they should also respect us... 
Unless they abolish the law, DAR 
would continue to have programs and 
plans beyond 2008," he sid 

DAR is also mandated to provide 
support services to agrarian reform 
beneficiaries through the installa- 
tion of water and power connec- 
tions, marketing of products and 
technical expertise on production, 


Fingerprint machine does wonders UNEXPLAINED WEALTH 


BIR exec in hot water 


By Luige del Puerto 


A MACHINE THAT MATCHES FINGERPRINTS 
within minutes is revolutionizing the way the 
police deal with forensic evidence. 

"Two weeks ago, the Philippine National Po- 
lice Crime Laboratory was able to identify the. 
mutilated bodies of two persons using the Au- 
tomated Fingerprint Identification System. 

Done manually by experts, the fingerprint 
matching would have taken days or weeks. 

AFIS, however, allowed the police to ascertain. 
the identity of the two bodies a day after they 
‘were brought to the police laboratory. It tumed 
out that the two — Danilo Dacanay and Sherjohn 
‘Arendain — had criminal records and their prints 
‘were stored in the AFIS database, officials said. 

The police simply ran their prints through а 
computer and obtained the results within 
minutes. 

Developed by NEC of Japan, AFIS captures, 


matches or compares, identifies and stores 
digitized fingerprints. 

"The system, in use in Thailand since 1989, 
was brought to the Philippines in 2003 
through a grant by the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency. 

Tt became fully operational in February 2005 
after more than 200,000 fingerprints of people 
with criminal records and people who had se- 
cared police clearances had been stored in it. 

“AFIS would reach йв full potential in the next 
five years, when the data base (gets) bigger and the 
system is adopted nationwide,” said Supt. Lyndon 
Cubos, chief of the AFIS unit at Camp Crame. 

Cubos said he expected AFIS to help in the 
faster resolution of crimes and court cases. 

The system complements DNA testing and 
ballistics analysis, he said. 

Yer the system is only as good as the people 
who gather and store the data, experts have 
pointed out. 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE HAS 
filed charges of graft and corruption 
with the Ombudsman against the 
head of the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue office in Quezon City, saying she 
had amassed millions of pesos in as- 
sets, including prime real estate, vari- 
ous houses, a rice farm and even a re- 
sort, on a monthly income of P21,343. 

Tn a statement announcing the fil- 
ing of the case against Marina C. de 
Guzman, Finance Undersecretary 
Gaudencio Mendoza Jr said she 
could also be charged with violating 
the Code of Conduct and Ethical 
Standards for Public Officials and 
Employees, the Revised Penal Code 
anda law allowing the State to co 
cate any property unlawfully ac- 

x by a public officer. 

"The substantial properties, fre- 
quent expensive foreign travels and 
significant increases in her net worth 
give rise to the presumption that she 
acquired unexplained wealth which is 
manifestly out of proportion (to) her 
lawful gross income,” said Mendoza. 

Citing De Guzmaris oficial surement of 
assets and liabilities, the DOF statement 
said the revenue officers net worth had 
risen from PLS milion in 1994 to P114 
million by the end of 2004, although the 
latest records showed she had a gross an- 
nual income at P256,116. 

De Guzman denied the charges. 
She said they constituted harassment. 
due to a misconception that she had 
helped out in the tax evasion case of 
singer and actress Regine Velasquez. 
De Guzman admitted she was friend 
ofthe entertainer but insisted she had 


not meddled in the case. 

Velasquez was charged with tax 
evasion before the Department of 
Justice last year but the department 
recently dismissed the case. 

“I will never deny that she is a 
friend, but I never liited a finger to 
stop the case,” De Guzman said in a 
telephone interview. 

She said the case had taken her by 
surprise. “I was not given a chance to ex- 
plain my side, and now all of a sudden 1 
will be given this kind of harassment.” 

The DOF said a lifestyle check on De 
Guzman revealed that among the prop- 
erties she had acquired were а 581- 
squaremeter lot in Quezon City worth 
4.6 million, a house and lot in Marilao 
Bulacan, two more houses and lots, rice 


farm and a resort in Pandi, Bulacan, and 
‘memorial lot in Dasmarifias, Cavite. 

Romeo Tomas, a lawyer and BIR in- 
‘vestigator, said De Guzman also owned 
shares of stock in Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co., Piltel and Meralco. 

BIR officials said De Guzman claimed 
she had acquired her properties through 
earnings from various businesses. These 
included Mede Guzman Garments and 
4Ms Catering Services, but the officiais 
said they doubted that the businesses 
"were making money or even actually 
operating as they were not registered 
and had no tax records. 

‘The officials said De Guzman had 
been investigated even before the case 
against Regine Velasquez was filed 

With a report from Nelson Е Flores 


Corrections 


IN THE FEB. 10 ISSUE, A FRONT- 
page story—"Pasig gov't, cops not 
off the hook’—misstated the name 
of a senior state prosecutor. The 
correct name of the senior state 
prosecutor is Joselita—not Joseli- 
to—Mendoza. 

IN THE FEB. 15 ISSUE, VICTOR 
Agustin’s column, “Cocktales,” on 
Page BS in Business—‘Asian Spirit 
fills Laoag void"—misspelled the 
first name of а former representa- 
tive of Rizal. The correct spelling of 
the former congressman's name is 
Emigdio—not Egmidio—Tanjuat- 
co. 

IN YESTERDAY'S ISSUE, THE CAP- 
tion of a photo of Jose "Joey" Lina. 


оп Page А25 in Sports erroneously 
stated that he is amenable to 
Philippine Olympic Committee 
president Jose "Peping" Cojuang- 
co's idea of a new cage body calling 
itself the Basketball Association of 
the Philippines. Lina, president of 
the Baskerball Association of the 
Philippines, holds a contrary posi- 
tion. 
INYESTERDAYS ISSUE, AFRONT- 
page photo caption on the upper 
fold—"Long grayhaired line to 
freedom’—misstated the name of 
the prison that President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo visited on Feb. 15. The} 
President visited the New—not 
National—Bilibid Prisons in 
Muntinlupa City. 
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SAN BEDA HALL OF FAME 


Jose б. Araullo (Accountancy) 
Ramon V. Mitra, Jr. posthumous (Government Service) 
Aurelio O. Periquet, Jr. posthumous (Business) 
Raul S. Roco posthumous (Government Service) 


RAMON V. MITRA AWARD FOR LEGISLATION 
Sen. Pia S. Cayetano (SBC Alabang) 


MOST OUTSTANDING OVERSEAS BEDAN 
Joseph V. Tieng 


BEDAN ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Charlito Mendoza - 3rd place 2005 Bar Exam 
Efren Dizon - 5th place 2005 Bar Exam 
Melissa Tan - 7th place Bar Exam 
Pearl Martinez - 8th place Nursing Board Exam 
David Jericho Naval-2nd place, 2005 Oct. 
СРА Board Exam (SBC Alabang) 


Premier Wines & Spirits 


2006 San Beda College 
Grand Alumni Homecoming 


Saturday, February 18, 2006, San Beda College, Mendiola, Manila 
4:00 PM-Holy Mass 5:00 PM- Awarding of Medals to Jubilarians GS/HS/CASILAW'56, 
GS/HS,CAS/LAW'81 and HS ‘46, 6:00 PM Dinner Program 


Featuring: 
Tanya Garcia, Dulce, Jenine Desiderio, Paolo Santos, 
Jimmy Bondoc, Duncan Ramos of South Border 
Montserrat Singers 


Natural High, Groovewerk, Moranos, Strum Jam, Trendsetters 


Ms. Aubrey Miles 


A SALUTE TO THE 2006 EXEMPLARS OF BEDAN EXCELLENCE 
Red and White Ball - Friday, February 17, 2006, 6:00PM - NBC Tent 


MOST DISTINGUISHED BEDANS 


Ramon L. Arcadio (Medicine) 
Jose D. Baltazar (Education) 
Jose Maria P. Balmaceda (Science & Technology) 
Sixto S. Brillantes, Jr. (Law) 
Benjamin P. Castillo (Banking) 
Avelino V. Cruz (Law) 
Rachy Z. Cuna III (Arts) 
Joselito б. Diga (Accountancy) 
Nanki B. Hiranand (Business) 
Victor D. Isungga, Jr a.k.a. Vic Morales (Broadcast Media) 
Ricarchito B. Manera (Medicine) 
Honor S. Mendoza (Sports School Service) 
Eduardo L. Roberto (Marketing) 
Benjamin Gerardo T. Tolosa, Jr. (Education) 
Arthur P. Tugade (Business & Industry) 
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Erap release for 30 days backed by Palace 


From page Al said that no charges would be fled against Vidal was also willing toserveasa guarantor. ке applying for bail: “But instead recognizance of a reputable person 
eade had their own discussions with heron him on condition that he leave for a country A source privy to the details of the meeting of bail, a personis placed underthe who will answer for him.” 
this. of his choice. between Estrada and Vidal said the cardinal 

“There's no personal or vested interest in “If really wanted to escape, would have had asked the ex-President not to speak 
this. [It] is for the national interest.” ^. accepted [the offer]," he said. against the administration. 

sia himself told the INQuiem that he Estrada also said he needed to be released Тһе source, who spoke on condition of 
and Vidal met on Wednesday to discuss his from house arrest so he and his lawyers could anonymity because he was not authorized to 
possible release on the recognizance of the plan his defense well. divulge details of the meeting, said Vidal also Кы was 
Prelate and the two other religious leaders, “I’s two hours coming here and another asked Estrada if he was funding the activities talon 

He said his release on recognizance would two hours [going back to Manila]. When we _of anti-Arroyo members of the military. азотот fl 
last for only 30 days and was meantforhimto start discussing and we still have to eat, thats " Estrada was said to have told Vidal that the - 
effectively prepare for when he takes the another two hours," he said. family of the mutinous Magdalo soldiers had 
Stand to defer himself from plunder and “My lawyers (former fiscal Jose Flaminiano written him asking for help and support from 
perjury charges before ће Sandiganbayan. and former Sen, Rene Saguisag) are also al- his Kawal Foundation. 

Estrada said he was “thankful” to the three ready old,” he added. The source quoted Estrada as saying that 
religious leaders for "helping" him. He likewise pointed out that his defense everything was “in writing." AL pt 

“Tf [they] think Т am guilty, they would team had other cases to attend to. + 
[гау] away from me,” he said by phone from Former El Shaddai spokesperson Mel Rob- Doubts (PRO (abe) an sensn £369.25 
his vacation estate in Tanay, Rizal, where is les said he was aware “even earlier than last Вис last night, Justice Secretary Raul Gon- p 
‘under house arrest. year" that Velarde was “willing to be among zalez expressed doubt that Estrada could be P< 215 hp RXT-worli's most powerful! 

PER the guarantors." released on recognizance. 
Reconciliation Asked whether this supposed willingness “I doubt a recognizance is tenable,” he said, 

Estrada, however, appeared wary of the on Velarde’s part still stood, Robles said: “I see noting that Estrada was charged with the 5 
Sandiganbayan's eventual decision on his no reason for any change in his policy" nonbailable offense of plunder. EAEn eta Шы 
planned release on recognizance. Robles also claimed to know that Cardinal Gonzalez explained that recognizance was 

“I don't know what the court thinks. 1 : Н 
would not know how [the justices would] de- E 
cide,” he said. 

Asked if his planned release on recognizance 
also involved the President’ chief of staff, Estra- 
da said: "You know, Secretary Defensor is 
broad-minded. He knows [In not a fight risk.” 

їп Defensor’ reckoning, the plan could on- 
ly succeed: “How can you go wrong with 
that? The three leaders have a strong follow- 
ing and are loved by our people.” 

‘Besides, he said, the three religious leaders 
“understand what is happening to our country.” 

The Palace has become more active in its 
reconciliation efforts with Estrada “now that 
the hardliners are not in government any- 
more,” Defensor said. 

He was apparently referring to some mem- 
bers of the "Hyatt 10," a group of key govern- 
ment officials who quit their posts in July last 
year and demanded that Ms Arroyo do the 
Same. The resignations stemmed from allega- 
tions that the President manipulated the vote 
in the May 2004 elections, 

Defensor acknowledged that civil society 
leaders who were formerly in the government 
had blocked Malacafiang's efforts to reconcile 
with Estrada. 

He said the arrest of Estrada in 2001, which 
angered the followers of the ousted President, 
‘was “also their (the civil society leaders) idea." 


Position of strength 

Defensor said Malacafiang was "talking with 
[the Estrada camp] from a position of 
strength.” 

"The economy is strong, the business sector 
is upbeat, we have a professional military and 
police unaffected by destructive politics," he 
pointed out. 

Defensor made clear, however, that it would 
still be the court, and not Malacafiang, that 
would determine the final action on the matter 

Estrada noted that the Sandiganbayan spe- 
cial division hearing the plunder and perjury 
cases against him had already denied his peti- 
tion for bail, which would have allowed him 
to prepare for his testimony in court. 

“There is no flight risk. Flight is evidence of 
guilt, isn’t it?” he said. 

Estrada reiterated his claim that, after Edsa 
TI, then Justice Secretary Hernando Perez had 


RP health ... 


From page Al 


largest exporter of physicians next to India 
and the world’s largest supplier of nurses. 
"The exodus of doctors in the last five years 
for higher-paying jobs overseas is leading to 
the near collapse of the country’s health sys- 
tem, based on statistics on the ratio of doctor 
to citizen in the country, which is one doctor 
for every 28,493 citizens,” the senators said in 


в 
а resolution calling for an inquiry. 

Seventy percent of Filipino doctors are 
working abroad and almost 85 percent of the 


cling 190215 hpt 
Сеет atten biast oft 


geta chance to 


country’s health practitioners are already 
overseas, according to recent studies. ] 

‘The senators said the continuing diaspora of (10 draws/ 10 winners per дау) 
Filipino doctors could be attributed to their low 
salaries—an entry level salary of P12,546 in 
government and P17,069 in the private sector. 

"Worse, the percentage of those taking the 
licensure exam for doctors showed “declining. 
professionalization.” 

‘The senators said that 69.15 percent of those 
who took the exam passed in 1999, but this fig- 
ure declined to 65.03 percent in 2000; 61.04 in 
2001, 63.18 in 2002 and 52.26 in 2003. 


Remedial legislation SAMSUNG 
The resolution called on the Senate commit- SC0-363 ОРАО 
tees on health, civil service and other appropri- SAn TE 
ate committees to conduct an inquiry into “the 
state of the medical profession and the plight of Eve ГУ P500 BERG h e 5 S 
Filipino doctors, aking into consideration ће | @Ntitles you to join 
recent reports ofthe state of near collapse of the 
country's health system with the end view of en- 
acting remedial legislation for the purpose.” 
1987 Constitution provision 
{ "shall protect and promote the 
right to health of the people and instill health х A 4 
consciousness among them." pst А t 
The same resolution said the Supreme Court, ч AR A iri 
ma deem шиле eld ric i au) Get additional 3 | 
‘as one "directly affecting the lives of the people, И ^ m 
оаска [ P 3,000 minimum purchase 
not require more vigilant regulation." ~ ; 5 
vue moine аан аан When you use your MasterCard | 
place as soon as possible “to protect and stabi- | E 
ize" the health care system, Magsaysay, | \ 
Flavier, Cayetano and Estrada said. Per DTI-NCR Permit Мо 0027 Senes of 2006 
Flavier and Estrada are both medical doc- 


tors. Flavier served as health secretary during 
the Rumosadministration Philip С. Tubeza 
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Lame Edsa rites irk FVR 


From page Al 
Ramos said that he would be 
“amplifying” his earlier statement 
that it was “deplorable” that the 
Palace had not shown enthusiasm 
for the Edsa 1 anniversary. 

“I am volunteering it as my 
contribution in the reinforcement 
of the spirit of Edsa,” Ramos said 
оп his return from the four-day 
‘Asean Eminent Persons meeting 
in Bangkok. 

lit is inexcusable for our high 
оа in the land to talk about 
spill plans, scattered plans, di- 
mifishing plans, as if it is an 
‘event that should be slowly, grad- 
ually and steadily forgotten,” 
Raios said at an airport press 
coifferente. 

Йе hinted that he would not 
анла апу Malacafiangorga- 
niged events for the Edsa an- 
nigersary, saying that he would 
besicelebrating with the people" 
initead. 

Фатоѕ, along with Defense 
$ебгегагу Juan Ponce Enrile, was 
a key player in the Feb. 22-24, 
1986, revolution that ended the 
Feitlinand Marcos dictatorship 
and installed Corazon Aquino in 
Málacafiang. 

Aquino has been leading a 


movement seeking the resigna- 
tion of Ms Arroyo for allegedly 
stealing the May 2004 presiden- 
tial election. 

Ms Arroyo, the beneficiary of 
Edsa II that ousted Joseph Estra- 
da in 2001, has vehemently de- 
nied the election fraud charges. 
She escaped impeachment in 
Congress last September. 


Admired ‘round the world’ 

Ramos said it was ironic that 
the "Edsa concept” that was 
greatly admired by many coun- 
tries was being downplayed two 
decades later by its own govern- 
ment. 

“Why is it that here in our own 
beloved Philippines, where it all 
started, and achieved with re- 
markable, admirable even, suc- 
cess, that we should be the ones 
to try to downgrade it, diminish 
it, and marginalize it?” Ramos 
said. 

Any 20th year anniversary, he 
stressed, is "significant" and “im- 
portant.” 

Ramos said that he had been 
ош of the country and had yet to 
see an invitation from Mala- 
cafang. He said that he only 
learned from the newspapers 
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that he would be a “special 
guest” at a wreath-laying cere- 
mony at the Libingan ng mga 
Bayani on Feb. 22 with Ms А 
royo. Aquino has not been invi 
ed to this affair. 

But Ramos said that even if he 
had been invited "two weeks ago, 
it would have been late already to 
send an invitation. 

He further castigated the gov- 
ernment for its apparently piece- 
meal, unenthusiastic planning 
“of this significant occasion”. 

"(It is) as if it was a nonevent,” 
hesaid. 

Ramos added: "I hope Га be 
pardoned for saying all of these. 
But that’s how deeply I feel about 
this.” 

He also expressed hope that 
Ms Arroyo would not use her at- 
tendance at the Libingan ng mga 
Bayani as a “lame excuse to prove 
her so-called commitment to the 
spirit of Edsa, or to ride on the 
heroic performance of the sol- 
diers and policemen buried there 
to prove that indeed she is people 
empowerment oriented." 


Lakas scored 
Ramos criticized the ruling ad- 
ministration pary, Фе 


ISTO! 
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RECLAIMING PEOPLE POWER for the people, former Vice President Teofisto Guingona and Horacio Morales 


(right) lead cause-oriented groups to honor the legacy of the bloodless Edsa revolt of 1986. 


Lakas-Christian Muslim 
Democrats (CMD), which he 
founded and traced its roots to 
Edsa I, for its silence. 

“Have they forgotten where 
they came from. How come they 
forget these things? Maybe its 
because they change parties all 
the time,” he said. 

Ramos stressed that Edsa had 


always been about “people em- 
powerment,” which he said had 
been forgotten by the country's 
leaders after the first People 
Power. 

The people, he said, have often 
been treated like “mendicants 
and refugees,” getting them used 
to government doleouts, instead 
of providing them with sustain- 
able livelihoods. 

Ramos said that the people 
themselves should commemorate 


| Edsa I in a way that has the 


“mood of recollection, thanksgiv- 
ing and reflection.” 

“This is the time for recollec- 
tion, thanksgiving, uniting, so 
that we can craft a surer direction 
to a better future instead of just 
muddling through all the time,” 
he said. 


‘Termite’ in Malacafiang 

Ramos noted that the country 
actually lacked a “sense of unity 
coming from a deeper sense of 
thanksgiving for the blessings of 
the good Lord.” 


panizonooc 


Akbayan Rep. Risa Hon- 
tiveros-Baraquel also said yes- 
terday that Ms Arroyo's “luke- 
warm attitude” toward Edsa I 
showed her “fear and disdain” 
of the “ultimate exercise of the 
sovereign will.” 

“That (Ms Arroyo) rode on a 
similar uprising to catapult her- 
self to power is the supreme 
irony,” Baraquel said. 

Also yesterday, the newly ap- 
pointed members of the Edsa 
People Power Commission took 
part in a mass oath-taking before 
Ms Arroyo at the Palace. 

The commission was reorga- 
nized following the departure of 
key Cabinet officials who de- 
manded Ms Arroyo's resignation 
last year for allegedly manipulat- 
ed the 2004 balloting. 

One of those who was sworn in 
was Pastor Saycon, a former critic 
of the administration. Ms Arroyo 
had previously described him as a 
“termite.” With reports from 
Christine О. Avendafio and Nor- 
man Bordadora 
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‚ Only English to be ... 


| FrompageAl 


all school personnel 
to use English as the 
primary medium of 
communication іл 
government-run edu- 
cational institutions. 


Janitors also 

The proposed leg- 
islation appears to be 
anchored on local 
government plans to 
build a call center in- 
dustry in the city 
which demands pro- 
ficiency in English or 
other languages as a 
basie competency 
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among employees. 

If approved, the 
new rule will not ex- 
empt janitors, medi- 
cal personnel, clerks, 
guards and the other 
nonteaching staff. 

“They are all over 
the school. The chil- 
dren interact with 
them, so they too 
must speak ín En- 
glish,” said James Ar- 
iola, head of the city's 
Environment and 
Natural Resources 
Office and member 
of the Muntinlupa In- 
vestment Board 
(MIB). 

One of the thrusts 
of the MIB is to pro- 
mote the city as the 
leading economic 
center in Southeast 
Asia by 2020 and a 
“simple” step toward 
а “grand vision" is to 
make its work force 
the "most compe- 
tent,” especially for 
the call center indus- 
try, Ariola told the In- 
uinen yesterday. 


Problem 

Ariola said the 
country's strength lay 
їп outsourcing, par- 
ticularly in call center 
operations, but the 
industry had already 
sensed the crumbling 
English proficiency 
among Fllipinos. 

"To address this 
problem, proficiency 
in English must start 
from childhood be- 
Cause an empirical 
study of the language 
among adults doesn't 
always work" he 
said. 

According to Coun- 
cilor leasiano de la 
Rea, the proponent of 
the ordinance, the 
school is the best 
place to teach chil- 
dren to speak "good 
English." 


Job chances 

“If you do not 
oblige them to speak 
the language in 
school now, when 
will they start prac- 
ticing it?" De la Rea 
said as he under- 
scored the impor. 
tance of the ordi. 
nance. 

“If a person is pro- 


ficient in the lan- 
guage, he or she has 
а higher chance of 
landing a job, espe- 
cially in call centers,” 
De la Rea told the IN- 
‘quirer in a phone in- 
terview. 

The proposed or- 
dinance is set for first 
reading on Thursday 
next week. 

It requires instruc- 
tors of English, math, 
science, geography 
music, arts and phys- 
ical education to use 
the English language 
їп imparing their 
lessons. It also 
obliges them to use 
the language when 
communicating with 
students in and out of 
the classrooms. 

Personnel ав 
signed to "English- 
speaking zones,” 
such as libraries, sci- 
ence and speech lab- 
oratories and study 
centers, must call the 
attention of students 
who disregard the 
rule. 


Training 

"This move would 
require retraining of 
teachers in the En- 
glish language. Non- 
teaching personnel 
would also undergo 
basic training,” Ario- 
la said. 

School depart- 
ment heads must en- 
sure that their per- 
sonnel and students 
follow the ordinance 
once it is approved, 
said Ariola, 

According to the 
measure, teachers 
found violating the 
rule for the first time 
will be summoned to 
their supervisors of- 
fice to be reprimand- 
ed. If repeated, the 
offense will then be 
reflected оп their 
performance evalua- 
tion ratings. 

For students, the 
violation will be re- 
flected in their Form 
138 on the third of- 
fense, 

The English-only 
policy will also be en- 
forced in day care 
and nursery centers 
under the proposed 
ordinance. 
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From page Al 


last year, OMB lawyer Marivic 
Benedicto informed the film pro- 
ducers and the Motion Picture 
Anti-Film Piracy Council Inc. that 
film pirates had copies of the fes- 
tival entries, “and if the produc- 
ers don't want these sold on the 
streets, they better pay up.” 

“The pirates were asking for 
P200,000. Apparently, the deal 
‘was consummated because the 
rated discs didn't come out until af- 
ter the festival" Martinez said, 

OMB Chair Edu Manzano con- 
firmed the arrangement in an in- 
terview with the Inguae on Jan. 
29, "During the last MMFE we 
asked retailers not to sell pirated 
discs, and they complied," he sai. 

But Manzano made no men- 
tion of money changing hands. 
When asked how the deal was 
forged, he said: "1 think we were 
just a bit more creative this time. 
We went back to the old dialogue. 
We really went deep inside (the 
pirates lar." 


OMB asks for funding 

The arrangement was also con- 
firmed by Roselle Monteverde-Teo 
of Regal Entertainment, producer 
and coproducer of at least five 
MMFF entries—Blue Moon, “Ako 
Legal Wife,” "Shake, Rattle and Roll 
2K5," "Exodus" and "Mulawin." 

"It was like paying ransom for 
our own movies" Teo said, 
adding: 

"What happened was the OMB 
asked for additional funding to 
stop the piracy of MMFF films. 
But since the OMB couldn't get it 


nQ€————— 


piracy problem. And it's not just 
for now or during the [MMFF] 
run. The fight against piracy 
should be a continuing effort.” 


Word war 

‘The word war between Mar- 
tinez and Manzano was sparked 
by the reallocation of the MMFF 
funds, which was first reported in 
the Inquirer on Feb. 7. 

Under the reallocation, the 
shares of the FAP and the Anti-Film 
Piracy Council were cut to 10 per- 
cent, while the OMB and the Film. 
Development Council of the Philip- 
pines were included as new benefi- 
ciaries, with 20 percent each. 

Martinez said фе MMFF 
funds—from the  30-percent 
amusement tax collected by local 
government units throughout the 
MMFF—were usually turned 
over to the beneficiaries in three 
installments during the year. 

According to a published re- 
port, the MMFF gross revenue 
has risen from P328 million in 
2003 and P300.07 million in 
2004 to P353 million in 2005. 
Doing its job 

Defending the 20-percent allo- 
cation for the OMB, Manzano 
said his office was doing its job 
and needed more funds. 

He also took exception to a com- 
ment made by Martinez that the 
ОМВ and the Film Development 
Council had been mere onlookers. 

"What has Leo done?" Man- 
zano said on Tuesday. “All the РАР 
has done is to give out the FAP 
‘Awards. Even my mother could 
have done that. 


ploitation of women, children 
and poor vendors.” 

Piracy has actually gone down by 
at leat 6 percent, Manzano 
claimed. But he also acknowledged 
that a total eradication of the men- 
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ace in the near future was unlikely 
According to Manzano, the 
Philippines is “the only country in 
Asia that has seen a decrease in 
piracy [lately], so that we're be- 
ing invited now to serve as a test 


SON A 


DVD pirates paid off by Metro film fest producers 


case in Southeast Asi 
“My counterparts [in the re- 
gion] could not believe that we 
could achieve so much with so lit 
Че funds,” he said. 
Performance-wise, 2005 was 


“a good year for the OMB, but it 
could have done better,” Man- 
zano told the INQUIRER. 

This year, he said, the ОМВ 
would "try to outdo itself." With a 
report from Jerry E. Esplanada 


Video pirates scalp ‘Pacman’ 


By Jerry E. Esplanada 


PIRATES HAVE ADDED MANNY PACQUIAO 
to their list of celebrity victims. 

‘They have been cashing in on the Filipino 
boxing champion's popularity following his 
recent knockout win over Mexican Erik “El 
Terrible" Morales in Las Vegas. 

Original copies of the Pacquiao-Morales re- 
match are being sold for P199 to P299 in 
Metro Manila video shops. 

"But counterfeit DVDs and VCDs of the bout 
are selling like the proverbial hotcakes at, among 
other outlets, the Barter Trade Center in Ошаро, 
Manila, which is seen by some intellectual prop- 
erty rights and consumer activists as the symbol 
ofthe governments losing battle against piracy. 

Pirated discs, with titles like “Morales 2 
Pacquiao: The Battle” and “Pacman versus El 
Terrible," can be had for only P20-25. 

The discs have been in the market since 
Jan. 23, the day after the televised match. 


Pacquiao CD top seller 

Pirates have also flooded the market with 
counterfeit copies of Pacquiao's debut CD, 
“Para sa 'yo ang Laban na'to.” 

Priced at only P20, the CD hit stalls at the 
Barter Trade Center on Jan. 26, two days be- 
fore the scheduled release of the original. 

Pacquiao's CD has ruled the counterfeit 
record charts for two weeks now, along with 
recording industry A-listers like M.Y.M.P, Or- 
ange and Lemons, Bamboo, Cueshe, River- 
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maya and Ogie Alcasid. 

‘The original Pacquiao CD has 10 tracks. 
‘The pirated version carries 21 singles, inclu 
ing songs by former “Pinoy Big Brother” 
housemate Sam Milby, Christian Bautista and 
actor-singer Piolo Pascual. 


from the Anti-Film Piracy Coun- 
cil, the OMB approached the pro- 
ducers. It was a request for addi- 
tional funding from the OMB, so 
that it could stop the pirates dur- 
ing the [festival]." 

"The way it was explained to 
producers, the money was “to 
compensate the pirates for their 
loss of income throughout the 
two-week filmfest.” 

As far as Teo was concerned, 
the issue only highlighted the ur- 
gency of the piracy problem. 

"It was just a matter of coordina- 
tion," she said. "The council is com- 
posed of producers; the OMB was 
set up by the government. They 
should cooperate because they 
have the same objective in mind." 


[But] 1 don't really mind the 
rest of Leo's gobbledygook.” 

Manzano said that because of 
the OMB's efforts, the country was 
free of pirated products for 27 days 
during the MMFF season from De- 
cember to January this year. 

"We worked on that. And none 
of my staffers complained even if 
they had to work on Christmas 
and New Year's Day" he said. 

Manzano said the operations 
conducted against the pirates 
cost money, which the OMB had 
always been short of. 

"We were given only a P26-mil- 
lion budget, and it has been our bud- 
get for the past three years; he said. 

Не also said he had asked fora 
P110-million annual budget to 
reinforce the OMB activities by 
putting up offices in ай 13 re- 
gions nationwide. 
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Short-term solution 

But the two parties failed to 
work together when confronted 
with the pirates’ threat to sell the 
bootleg discs on the streets dur- 
ing the ММЕЕ 

“We needed to act fast because 
pirates move quickly” Teo said. 
“уез, it was a short-term solution, 
butatleast the OMB found the solu- 
tion, But then again, it was hard for 
me to comprehend why the produc- 
ers had to shoulder the expense be- 
cause we had already given our 
share to the Anti-Film Piracy Coun- 
cil (through amusement taxes]. But 
the OMB explained to me that it 
needed funding.” 

In the end, she said, it all 
boiled down to making effective 
use of available funds. 

"Teo summed it up as “a wake-up 
call for everyone in the industry" 

“This wouldn't have happened 
if each one was doing his job. 
‘They have to go to the root of the 


Victims and buyers 

Pirates deprive legitimate film 
distributors and music producers 
of millions, if not billions, of pe- 
sos in revenue 

Piracy also results in unreal- 
ized taxes for the government, 
Manzano said. 

“There are victims because there 
are buyers of pirated items. If you 
support piracy, you unavoidably 
support criminality,” he said. 

їп a statement issued earlier, 
Manzano said pirates were "not just 
businessmen engaged in an ilegal 
trade" but "hardened criminals with 
links to global crime syndicates.” 


Down 6% 

He said that beyond the theft 
of intellectual property, piracy al- 
so involved “smuggling, corrup- 
tion and pornography, and the ex- 


RP taken off US ... 


progress on key IPR issues 
"would be essential to avoid a fu- 
ture return to the Priority Watch 
List.” 

"The United States will be 
monitoring closely efforts by the 
Philippines government to fur- 
ther improve its IPR enforcement 
regime,” it said 

The USTR is mandated under 
the US Trade Act of 1974 to iden- 
tify countries that deny adequate 
and effective IPR protection or 
deny fair and equitable market 
access to persons who rely on in- 
tellectual property protection. 

Under the so-called Special 
301 Report, the agency created a 
“Priority Watch List" and a 
“Watch List.” A country on the 
watch list indicates that it has 
problems with respect to IPR pro- 
tection, enforcement or market 
access for persons relying on in- 
tellectual property. 

Counties on the Priority 
Watch List are the focus of in- 
creased monitoring by the USTR. 

Tn the 2004 review, the USTR re- 
tained the Philippines in the РУЛ. 
along with other Asian countries 
such as India, Indonesia, Korea, 
Pakistan and Taiwan. Reports 
from Ronnel W. Domingo, Gil C. 
Cabacungan Jr; and AFP 


Unchanged for 120 years: 


From page At 

“This dowrigrade in.the priori- 
ty watch list is a big deal in terms 
of attracting investors into the 
country" she said. 

‘The United States conducts a 
yearly review of countries under 
watch for IPR violations usually 
in February-April. An off-cycle re- 
view, done only upon request and. 
after much deliberation, occurs in 
between the regular yearly re- 
view. 


Raids 

The USTR said raids by Philip- 
pines authorities on pirate optical 
disc production facilities and on 
retail stores selling pirated and 
counterfeit goods helped the 
country upgrade its status. 

In January the Intellectual 
Property Organization reported 
that various government agen- 
cies seized P1.04 billion worth of 
counterfeit goods, P700 million 
of which was related to optical 
media products, 

“The Philippine government 
also measurably improved coor- 
dination of government agencies 
responsible for IPR enforce- 
ment,” the agency said, 

Still, the USTR said that sus- 
tained’ efforts and continued 
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the WORLD EF 
EU backs Denmark in cartoons row 


STRASBOURG, FRANCE—THE EUROPEAN UNION mim, and trashing some Telenor ышы stormed a diplomatic. mak European Commission pres- forissuing notices in Muslim coun- 
А offices. we. lent Jose Manuel Barroso said, tries saying they were not Danish or 
backed Denmark on Wednesday in the row over car- ° An eightyearold boy was killed Political leaders from all groups calling Danes “a people whorighty did р sore 
toons of the Prophet Muhammad, but leaders of its A a к and a m = ванны оваке EL OSA te reputation of being He and liberal spokesperson 
VE " b lectrocut power lines that te in the European Parlia- among the most open and tolerant garen Riis-Joergensen | urged the Eu- 
legislature differed over the limits of free speech. toppled during the mayhem. ment, declaring that an attack on not, a in Europe but in the world.” ropean Commission to drop the idea 
= The cartoons, first published in Prophet Muhammad Thursday as Riots also fared Wednesdayfora Denmarkwesanattackonallmem- Danish goods have been boy. of encouraging the media to adopta 
Denmark caused oubage in the officials blamed extremists for riots second day in the historic eastem Бег states and condemning the re- cotted in some Islamic counties and voluntary code of conduct to avoid 
Мий копа andDanishrand other that have targeted Westem firms city of Lahore, where another per- sort to violence by some Islamic Barroso was зпопфу applauded offending religious sensibilities, 
European diplomatic missions have and left five people dead. son was shot dead, and in atleast protesters. when he said such action was by def- “If we start undermining freedom 
торат im Syra, Lebanon, The protess come a day after halfa dozen other towns across the Libertarians wamed against any inition a boycott of European goods. of expression, our right to analyze 
Iran, Pakistan and Indonesia. 50,000 demonstrators rampaged world’s second most populous Mus- attempt to make the media adopt Greens leader Daniel Cohn-Ben- апу religion critically, our funda- 
Ti Karachi, Pakistan, more than through the northwestern cty ofe- lim nation. selfcensorship. dit condemned companies such as mental right to speak freely and ex- 
20,000 Pakistanis staged new shawar, torching a KFC outlet and ‘Two people died in Lahore on "1 want here today to send my French hypermarket chain Car- press ourselves will be violated," Ri- 
protests over cartoons of the 16 buses operated by a South Kore- Tuesday and protesters in the capi- solidarity to the people of Den- reíour and Swiss food giant Nestle isJoergensensaid. Reuters, AFP 


Cheney breaks silence on Texas shooting 


WASHINGTON—VICE PRESIDENT of the worst days of my life at that trol of Congress in an election year 
Dick Cheney took the blame on moment,” Cheney said. Democrats accused Cheney of a 
Wednesday for accidentally shoot- — Cheneys interview with Fox pattem of secrecy and said his in- 
ing а friend while bird hunting and was his first public comment оп terview with опе news organiza- 

‘said it was “one of the worst days of the accident and came amid a tion was not enough. 
my lif,” but rejected criticism that mounting furor that news of the “The vice president hasn't had a 
he waited tolong to make it public. shooting was not disclosed to the press conference in three and a 
Under pressure from Democrats media sooner. half years and he ought to have 
and some Republicans to break his Cheney left it up to Katherine one to clear the air not only on this 
Silence about his shooting of 78- Armstrong, owner of the Texas issue, but more importantly on the 
year-old Texas lawyer Harty Whit- ranch that hosted theshooting par- many other issues that have been 
ington on Saturday Cheney de- ty to tell The Corpus Christi Caller- shrouded by a veil of secrecy” said 
scribed the incident to the Fox Times newspaper atleast 18 hours New York Democratic Sen. Charles 

News Channel in dramatic fash- after the shooting occurred. Schumer. 

ion Cheney's goal in speaking now Taking the blame for the shoot- 
"Ihe image of him falling is was to avoid the incident becom- ing, Cheney told Fox: “You can talk 
something that Il never be able to ing a liability to President George about all of the other conditions 
Á get out of my mind. I fired and W Bush at a time when both men that existed a the time, but thats 
sae гад theres Harry falling. have low job approval ratings and Фе bottom line. And it's not Har- 
WHITTINGTON in 1980 photo, e "And it was, Га have to say, one are trying to keep Republican con- rysault" Reuters 


Study: Calcium, vit. D give little help to bones 


BOSTON—THE BIGGEST STUDY ularly Butastopreventingbonefrac- intake of calcium and vitamin D. "Women's Health Initiative. 

ever of calcium and vitamin D tures overall, vitamin D and calcium “There's probably a small benef,” = Osteoporosis touches an estimat- 

Supplements for older women funkedintheseheakhywomen. said Dr Joel Finkelstein, of Mas- ed 10 milion Americans, making 

showed they offered only limited Опе of the researchers, Dr Nor- sachusetts General Hospital, who their bones prone to break One of Е 

protection against broken bones, man Lasser at New Jersey Medical wrote an editorial in the New Eng- two women wil suffer such a fac- | ABU GHRAIB REVISITED 

aising questions over what has School, said the study is "notasring- land Journal of Medicine where the _ ture in her lifetime. АТУ frame grab shows an image made available by Australia's 

Been an article of faith among ing an endorsement of calcium as study appeared Thursday "s a For women over age 50, federal | Special Broadcasting Service Feb. 15 of what the broadcaster 

doctors and nutritionists. one might like.” good start, but women at higher risk guidelines recommend 1,200 mil- saysisa de е being abus: Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison taken 
The supplements seemed to re- Even so many expers said they need to know its not enough” Кала of bonebuldng cadum | [002 SBS said they were taken atthe same time as the 

„duce the zak ofbroken hips in wor- woud sand behind federal gude- The findings were an Обо of and 40050) intematonal unis of | Была арр of US soldiers abusing Iraqi prisoners inside Abu 

геп over 60 and also helped those lines recommending the supple- the big national study of diet and vitamin D daily from diet and, if Ghraib. иша 

2whotookthesupplemensmostreg- ments, if needed, to meet standard hormone therapy known as the needed, supplements. АР и. эе 


| Japan WORLDBRIEFS 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC opens Saddam warned terrorists would hit US 


WASHINGTON—Saddem Hussein told aides he warned America before 
latest 990 that terrorists would launch a huge strike on US зой, even raising the 
Specter of a nuclear attack, according to secret tapes obtained by ABC 
1 News. The toppled Iraqi leader is heard on the recordings he made in his. 
airport Moma aae amasi com any omy sutet roe 
Peordings also feature members of Saddam's family taking about how to 
KOBE, JAPAN— conceal data on illegal weapons programs from UN. inspectors, according to 
Japan's latest airport ABC which was to show the tapes late Wednesday. "Terrorism is coming. | 
‘opened Thursday in told the Americans a long time before Aug. 2 and told the British s well and 
Kobe, a controversial that in the future there will be terrorism with weapons of mass destruction,” 
Коре doner. Saddam is heard to say on the tapes. The mention of "Aug. 2" on the tape, 
project aimed at which ABC said was recorded inthe mid 1980s, appears to be a reference to 
[оор the econo the [ral invasion of Кимай on Aug. 2. 1990. Saddam, who is now on trial in 
boosting the econo. Baghdad for war crimes, speculates tat an attack wih such weapons coud 
mya decade afer he efit siop. "In the future, wnat wouid prevent a booby rapped car 
western cys devas- Causing a nuclear explosion in Washington or a gorm or a chenica ons, 


Effective January 27, 2006, the public is hereby notified that ALLEN SANTOS, Dubbed “Marine Пе Sald, but added Iraq would not contemplate such an act. ae 


Airasitisbukone Europe urges calm as bird flu spreads 
whose photo appears above, is no longer connected with the SINGLE aimed land with а одузео Бидат took urgent new action Wednesday to 
я 4 У counter fast-multipiying outbreaks of bird flu, ordering poultry Indoors to 
SINCE BIRTH CLUB as founding member. Kobeisthesecondma- оја infection but urging consumers not to panic. The European Union's 
jor new airport to 
i ‘airport to open executive arm also warned that it expects more cases as warm spring 
in Japan in as many weir brings a seasonal migration o swan and other wg birde crying 
Find the One who breaks all the rules. Log on to www.itz com. 4 ! E the potentially lethal disease. As Germany became the latest EU country to 
шша шайда лае ma pies icr itzamatch! Они ср in confirm the lethal HSN1 strain of the disease, EU health experts agreed to 
" айак хаму near рап all imports of untreated feathers to further reduce the "high risk" of the 
the central industrial disease spreading. “Today's decision... was taken in light of the rapid 
city of Nagoya. spread of avian influenza over the past months and the current high risk of 
Kobe Airport, cost- the disease spreading further," said the European Commission. So far, the 
ing 314 billion yen presence of HSN1 virus—which in its highly pathogenic form can be fatal to 
($2.7 billion), is the humans—has been confirmed in recent days in Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, Ro- 
third gateway to the mania and the European part of Russia. Preliminary tests have proved posi- 
region. It was built tive In Austria, while Croatia, Hungary, Slovenia and Ukraine are Investigat- 
even though Kansai ing suspected cases. AFP 
International Airport, " " ә $ 
opened nearby in Court sides with Jackson's ex-wife 
1994, is still struggling LOS ANGELES—An appeals court on Wednesday 
to draw enough pas- refused to reist an order granting Michael 
зацеп. Jackson sole custody of his two children with ex- 
“Fre new airporthas Wife Debbie Rowe. California's 2nd District Court 
ате тотай of Appeals said that while Rowe signed away her 
parental rights in 2001 to the 47-year-old per- 
long enough for jumbo 
je bur for now the former's two oldest children, Michael Jr. and Paris, 
- it found that the judge in that case did not properly 
airport will only serve. 
Е size planes on handle the proceedings. Rowe, who was married 
=: " to Jackson from 1997 to 1999 but never lived with 
ие Lev lica the self-styled King of Pop, persuaded a Los Ange- 
"mi б Some 3.2 million jes Superior Court judge to overturn the child cus- 
Effective January 27, 2006, the public is hereby notified that ANNA PEREZ, [passengers are expect- оду agreement in 2004 on legal grounds. Rowe's petition cited accusations 
е ed in the first year of child molestation against Jackson and his association with tha Nation of 
whose photo appears above, is no longer connected with the LONELY "We hereby declare istam, whose members briefly provided security for the singer during the 
the opening of Kobe trial. The case ended with Jackson's acquittal in June of 2005. Reuters 
HEARTS SORORITY as president. Airport” Mayor Tat- à 
suo Yada toldan eariy Deal reached to declare Preval winner 
$ келү by Sapa at- PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti—interim government and election officials an- 
K te japan Air- nounced early Thursday they reached agroement to declare Rene Preval the 
itzamatch! lines president winner of Halt's presidential elections. "We have reached a solution to the 
Find the one. Toshiyuki Shinmachi problem,” sald Max Mathurin, president of the Provisional Electoral Council. 
andexecutivesfromri- "We acknowledge the final decision of the electoral council and salute the. 
val Al Nippon Air- election of Mr. Rene Preval as president of the republic of Halt,” Prime Min- 
— ways AFP ister Gerard Latortue sald. AP 


You'll find the One against ай odds. Log on to www.itzamatch.com. 


ET 
Rent 


FEBRUARY 17,2006 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER T iu] COPIERS 


ifi» Canon Olivetti * Savin 
[23 Avaliable : LIQUID COPIERS 


Есе 


Do you have. 


BAD BREATH? 


ASURE CURE. Талай 


ICE PLANTS 
BLOCK ICE & TUBE ICE 
ARE OUR ONLY BUSINESS 
—-999932— 
lit Complete ICE PLANT DESIGNS & INSTALLATIONS 
From the smallest of 10-Ton to any capacity 


и Fabrication & Supply of the following: 
e се Cans 
© Herringbone Coils 
© Brine Agitators 
© Ammonia valves & control 
® HASEGAWA Ammonia Compressors Japan) 
© RYOWO FRP Cooling Towers (Hong Kong) 
е Tube се Plants (new & US rebuilt) 


Where | 
you find 
the best. 


‘Gain conf 
improve you оош ше. 


Barron Engineering Supplies 
An affiliate of SHARON ENGINEERING CORP. 
517 Protacio St, Pasay City 

Е audi 
US 
mm 


cus tensa eater 


> NEW ZEALAND FESTIVAL 


23-25 FEBRUARY 2006 


< BAGUIO COUNTRY CLUB жо 
ВАФО Road, Baguio Clty Ж ЭТ F 

б. Choice 
CORPORATION 


ucc| 


A TRADE SHOW SHOWCASING FOOD AND BEVERAGE PRODUCTS, 
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES AND TOURISM IN NEW ZEALAND 
Feb24 10:00 am-6:00 pm 


кейт EA, 
7 META 
Feb25 10:00 am-6:00 pm 


Trade Fair Schedule: 


‘Win Tasting, Wine Seminars, Education  FebZ3 1:00 am-8:00 pm 


and Tourism Seminars 


Am [EM 
ко (04) 905-4399 


Й 
CORINTHIAN 
CIVI ME. EXECUTIVE 
гт walling dance Y 


| own a unit for as low as 


9,530 mon 


б 


Seminar Schedule: 
Air New Zealand Travel Agent Seminar. 
24 February 200 (Friday) 11-09 am. 
"Wallson Room, Baguio Country Cb. 


тетте id. 


Food Sampling, Cooking Demonstration, 
‘Wolfson Room, Baguio Country Chub 


For further queries, please contact 
Амоа at B84 8097 to 98 


For more information/registraion, 
please contact 

Now Zealand Trade and Enterprise AIR NEW ZEALAND 
tSt 4625 oF 

EM at maniQezte дойл 


FREE ADMISSION! Open to the public 


Cait 8866696/7880221 


Avalable at MC Home Depot акай, Fort Bonfaco B Orbgas 
(032)346-5498 / Davao-(082)235-8821 


ko... 


Bulsa ko, buha 
ALO! 


PAREHONG PA 


Executive Karpintero 


50 50 


P3,500 per day P350 per day 
Hypertension Hypertension 


Pharmacoeconomics 
ng Therapharma 


Pharmacoeconomics 
ng Therapharma 


Kalidad at presyo, sigurado. 


A division of UNILAB 


Iba't-ibang mukha, 
kwento at estado. 
Alaga ng gamot na 
abot kaya at epektibo. 


PRO - ASSIST IMMIGRATION SPECIALISTS, INC. 
121 Golden Rock В. 168 Salcedo See 
Legasp Vaage. Matan C 

РИИ ттге Rema т ass 


‘Conducts one-on-one consultations 
for those wanting to migrate, study or visit 
NEW ZEALAND / AUSTRALIA 


We are full-service company that 
provide assistance in the following: 
= Giling of right forms: securing documents 
from NSO and DFA: 
lodging of applications with tbe embassy 
‘nd pick up of visas (whenever permitted) 
pre-departure orientation: 
language proficiency workshops: 
| personality development workshops: 
> conduct of mock interviews; and 
1 job search thru web sites, 


YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR UTMOST CONCERN 


ATTENTION! ENTREPRENEURS, OFWs, RETIREES, ETC. 


PRINT PR 


START A PRINTSHOP BUSINESS NOW! 


EDUCATIGN 


the best you can be 


7 - 18 February 2006 
2:00PM to 8:00PM 
EDSA Shangri-la Hotel 
ADMISSION IS FREE. 


To pre-register, log on to 
www.britishcouncil.org.p iii 


PARTICIPATING UNIVERSITIES/INSTITUTIONS: 


Northumbria University 
University of Portsmouth 
Thames Valley University 
University of Wales, Bangor 


University of Brighton 
City College Manchester 
City of London College 
University of Hertfordshire 
British Schoo! Manila 


BRITISH COUNCIL 
Philippines 


The Carrier Alpha Split is your easy access 
to split air-conditioning. The Alpha Split is easy to own 


because itis certainly within your reach. 


YOUPUMSUSDII ee re 


that bear the assurance of Carrier reliability. 


It's all about cooling your homes 
and businesses. 


When choosing your split air-conditioning system, put your money where your trust is. 
Whether it is for the bigger rooms of your house or your place of business. 
Because what you choose today will define your cooling comfort tomorrow. 


And the guaranteed return on your investment. 


It's all about knowing 
Carrier expertise is within reach. 


For over 100 years now, Carrier has defined what air conditioning is all about. This expertise has allowed Carrier 
to introduce unique and pioneering breakthroughs only a leader can. Value added features such as 
easy acquisition, free installation, after sales service, warranties and genuine parts supply. 


All these to assure you of high quality, reliable units. Inquire from your dealer about these features. 


It's all about energy efficiency 


Power consumption is everyone's concern. Whether at home or in your place of business. 
Which is why the Alpha Split has a unique feature called Economic Running. This allows the Alpha Split 
to automatically adjust the temperature to an optimum level. Also,a 24-hour ON and OFF timer 
will allow the unit to go on and off at predetermined intervals. Add to this a high 


Energy Efficient Ratio (EER) and you are assured of maximum savings in electricity. 


It's all about advanced technology working for you. 


An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. This same adage applies to 
the Carrier Split. It is equipped with a Self- Diagnostic Device which detects potential 


system malfunctions and protects your unit from any damage. 


It's about time. 


It's all about accessorizing your home. 


Flat is beautiful. Flat is the ultimate design in air conditioning systems. 
A Flat Panel means there are no ridges in the grill that can gather dust 
or grime. A Flat Panel blends in with the elegant interior design 


and ambience of your home or place of business. 


It's all about intelligent cooling. 


The Carrier Xpression is not just form but substance too. Here is where engineering is at its best. 
It has a 7mm Super-Conductive Lanced Sine Wave Fin Surface that speeds up the rate that 
heat is taken out of any room. Moisture that slows down the ability to absorb additional heat 
slides right off the coils of the Xpression's Hydrophilic Evaporator. The Turbo Cool and Powerful Mode 


features enable the unit to go full blast, cooling a room in less than 60 seconds. 


Face it, there's nothing like knowing 


e 
хргеѕ SION |= 


Your ultimate split. | == 


the best reward you can give yourself. 


en 


It’s all about breathing clean. 


Not just a lot of cool air, but a lot of clean, cool air. The Carrier Xpression has 
5 exclusive features designed to do just that. A Washable Anti-Mold Filter screens out harmful 
mold, dust and pollen. A Photo-Catalytic Filter removes harmful gases and 
chemicals in the air. A Charcoal Filter neutralizes cooking odor and cigarette smoke. 
An Electrostatic Dust Collector catches airborne allergens like dust mites, pollen and dog dander. 


And an Anti-Bacterial Blower Fan and Drain Pan inhibit the growth of bacteria and fungi. 


It’s all about rewarding yourself. 


The Carrier Xpression is in itself the ultimate assurance of quality in 
air conditioners. And no one deserves this more than yourself. So go ahead. 


Indulge yourself. The Carrier Xpression is truly your own just reward. 
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Factual vacuum 


T HE JOINT REPORT OF THE FIVE COMMITTEES OF 


the House of Representatives that looked into the 
! I. “Hello Garci” wiretapping issue has been revised. 
‘The reaction of Cavite Rep. Gilbert Remulla, while juve- 
tile (he says it lacks "spice"), does indicate that the report 
gannot yet be viewed as final. Still, in its present incarna- 
tion, the revised report suggests that after all the exer- 
in, tions of the House, not much has been 
EDITORIAL achieved. The House committees indi- 
са cate that their inquiry has raised тоге 
questions than were answered; and that they have failed 
to arrive at the ultimate facts that would dispel the allega- 
Нопз raised against President Macapagal-Arroyo and her 
¢ampaign team (official and unofficial). 

Still, as it stands, the joint committee report does i 
dlude some damning statements. With regard to the par- 
{ftipation of the President's official family and other sub- 
rdinates in the hearings, the report weighs their contri- 
bution as worse than minimal: “No witness from the ad- 
ministration made a single contribution to arriving at the 
puth.” The report concludes with the disturbing observa- 
tjon: “In sum, on one hand, a conspiracy clearly existed to 
topple the President by embarrassing her with the so- 
called Garci tapes; on the other hand, the administration 
Тоша not and would not confront the tapes and con- 
fributed nothing toward arriving at the truth about 
them." Congress could not get to the bottom of the con- 
spiracy, just as it could neither compel nor cajole the Pres- 
lent's people to do more than fanatically defend their su- 
perior’s political and legal interests. 

The best that the House could do, limited as it is, by 
the need to justify its exertions by proposing new legisla- 
tion, is submit a menu of options for Congress to pursue 
with regard to existing laws. It also suggests more inves- 
tigations, inquires, and even the filing of cases against 
people like T/Sgt. Vidal Doble and the arrest of lawyer 

‘amuel Ong, who refused to answer the committees’ 
summons. 

- Most surprising of all, however, is that none of the par- 
ficipating committees showed an inclination to ponder 
the lessons from the hearings. The biggest lesson of all is, 
às we have pointed out in the past, the institutional inca- 
pacity of Congress, outside an actual impeachment trial, 
fo arrive at the ultimate facts. There is no recommenda- 
fon or even mention of legislation that would address the 
institutional flaw that prevents government agencies 
from rationally, professionally and non-politically pursu- 
їй proper investigations. Surely, an independent counsel 
Jaw is needed now more than ever. 

;Predictably, the continuing failure of Congress to re- 

solve things has led to a new round of pious pleadings for 
*"Glosure" from the administration and its allies. The Pres- 
Tdent's lawyer, Romeo Macalintal, points to the findings 
of the Presidential Electoral Tribunal on the votes from 
Cebu province. The examination of votes being done by 
e PET in connection with the protest of vice presidential 
‘Gandidate Loren Legarda proves his principal won, says 
Macalintal. While indeed, the President and her people 
have insisted from Day One, that an electoral landslide in 
‘Phat province put the President over the top, neither she 
Dor her lawyer seems to see that the questions continue to 
extend far beyond—and prior—to the actual, official 
election results in Cebu. 
"To begin with, prior to the proclamation of the Presi- 
gent, Cebu's was just one, and not even the main one, of 
provincial results put forward for further examination 
by the opposition. Subsequent research by various 
groups, and this includes the media, points to a ques- 
sion quite separate from whether the official numbers 
reflect the real votes, а kind of forensic accounting 
дзе, There remains serious questions concerning 
yhether or not the President and her people cheated in, 
pr tried to manipulate the results of, the elections. 
These questions acquired particular relevance in the 
ase of former Election Commissioner Virgilio Garcil- 
поз turf: Mindanao. 

* Closure can only come when these questions are con- 
fronted squarely and answered satisfactorily, and not just 
‘glossed over or dismissed outright as the administration 


and its allies in the House have been doing. 
гч ; 
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‘La Niña’ may be a blessing in disguise 


THE PREDICTED “LA NINA’ WEATHER PHE- 
‘nomenon (of heavy rains even during summer, 
the opposite of drought caused by “El Niño”) 
can be a blessing in disguise to Filipino rice 
farmers. Our farmers cannot produce enough 
rice for lack of water. With an excess of rainwa- 
ter, they can now produce two crops of palay 
during the year. 

Not only that, land previously planted to 
other dry season crops like tobacco and garlic 
and onions can now be planted to rice. Which 
means the farmers of Northern Luzon and Pan- 
gasinan will have to plant rice or other water- 
loving plants instead of their usual summer 
crops. Thus, there may be plenty of rice but a 
scarcity of garlic and onions and higher prices 
for cigarettes and cigars. 

It is a paradox that the Philippines, a rice- 
producing country, has to import rice, which 
же used to produce in excess and export. An- 
other paradox is that rice from other countries 
is cheaper than rice harvested here. Which is 
why imported rice is smuggled into the coun- 
try since smugglers still make a profit selling 
imported rice bought cheap even if the trans- 
portation expenses are added to the cost. 

And still another paradox: Did you know 
that i is cheaper to ship rice from Singapore to 
the Philippines than from the farms of Min- 
danao to Manila? That is why it is cheaper to 
import rice than to grow our own. 

Agriculture Secretary Domingo Panganiban 
was a guest of Kapihan sa Manila last Monday 
and he explained our confusing agriculture 
and food situation. 

Food security has become an important con- 
cern of the Philippines. Filipino farmers pro- 
duce only half of our needs. We fill up the 
shortfall with imports. 

Why don't our farmers produce more? Be- 
cause selling prices are low— less than produc- 
tion cost. Most farmers produce only enough 
for their consumption. There is no incentive to 
produce more. Why plant a crop that you can 
sell only ata loss? 


А$1$ЕЕЇТ 
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Isn't the National Food Authority mandated 
to give price support to rice farmers? Yes, and it 
is doing this, buying high and selling low. But 
because the NEA does not get any budget from 
the national government, it now has incurred 
losses amounting to PSO billion borrowed from 
the banks and which it doesn’t know how to 
pay. Even so, the NFA can buy only 10 percent 
of the farmers’ harvests. The farmers are thus 
left to the mercy of exploitative traders who of- 
fer prices lower than the production cost. As a 
result, farmers are now producing palay at a 
loss, except for a few who plant hybrid rice, 
which covers only 10 percent of irrigated ar- 
eas. Upland or rainfed farmers (about three 
million families) cannot participate in the hy- 
brid rice program because they are not includ- 
edin the target area of the government. Hybrid 
rice needs plenty of water—and fertilizer—but 
the yield can be three times the ordinary yield. 

‘So why doesn’t the government raise the 
price support to give the farmer just compensa- 
tion for his labors? Because that would make 
rice, the Filipinos’ staple food, expensive to 
consumers and make an already unpopular 
government even more unpopular. 

Why can our neighbors like Thailand and Viet- 
nam produce rice cheaper than we do? Because, 
according to Panganiban, they have more 
hectares planted to rice, have more irrigated ar- 
eas, and get subsidies from their governments. 

‘And that is how we have come to feed half of 
the Filipinos with rice from Thailand, Vietnam 
and other countries. 

We cannot continue doing this for long. For 
опе thing, prices in the world market have 


Neal H. Cruz 


gone up. For another, Thailand, one of the 
world's biggest rice exporters, announced re- 
cently that it may no longer export rice, for its 
own food security. And China is buying up all 
the surplus rice available in the world market, 
which is only 5 percent of total world produc- 
tion. Therefore, even if we have the dollars to 
import rice, it may no longer be available, 
which will mean a rice shortage here. 

On the other hand, the farmers, given the 
right price, will produce more than what they 
are producing now. And if the irrigation system 
is expanded and the present irrigation canals 
and dams are rehabilitated, and the price of 
fertilizer lowered (not overpriced and stolen 
by congressmen), the farmers can increase 
their yield per hectare. Which is why "La Niña” 
is probably godsent. 

But even if Mindanao produces plenty of 
rice, it would still be costly by the time it reach- 
es Metro Manila. Why? Because of the cabo- 
tage law, which gives higher rates to interis- 
land ships than to international vessels, said 
Panganiban 

Why not repeal the cabotage law? Legisla- 
tors are reluctant to do that because of the lob- 
by of local shipping companies. 

Why doesn’t the President certify a bill re- 
pealing the cabotage law? Ask Malacafiang. 

“The rice industry is an PBO-billion a year in- 
dustry" said VL. Sony Domingo of the Agri- 
Fishery News Service. "Farmers spend at least 
P30 billion a year to plant palay. When they sell 
to the traders (because the NFA does not have 
enough money to buy all their produce at sup- 
port prices), the farmers get P1 less per kilo 
than their production cost. This is so they can 
pay back their loans because they have no oth- 
er source of income except planting rice. Be- 
sides, they cannot plant anything else during 
the rainy season because of flooding and noth- 
ing else during the dry season because of lack 
of irrigation (except for irrigated areas). The 
question is, who profits from the difference of 
P50 billion a year?" 


The intolerant versus the irreligious 


THE WORLDWIDE FUROR OVER THE SATIRI- 
cal cartoons reached Manila only this week, with 
the protests and flag burning near the Embassy 
of Denmark, but the debate over religious or eth- 
nic sensitivity and the freedom of speech has 
raged in the courts for a while already. 

"The famous Skokie case in the United States 
single-handedly caused the largest wave of resig- 
nations from the American Civil Liberties Union. 
The ACLU defended swastika-bearing Nazis who 
wanted to march through Skokie, Ilinois, home 
то many Holocaust survivors and their families. 
The residents objected, citing a local ordinance 
banning speech that incited racial or religious 
hatred. The US Supreme Court struck down the 
ordinance as unconstitutional, even if it would 
inflict severe psychic trauma to the community. 

The state has no right to "cleanse public de- 
bate to the point where it is grammatically 
palatable to the most squeamish among us,” 
said the Court which pointed out that “one 
man's vulgarity is another's lyric.” It has been 
wrongly assumed that “incitement to violence” 
alone із a ground for censorship. Courts have 
held that speech that “stirs the audience to 
anger" or “invites dispute” is precisely the kind 
of speech protected by the Bill of Rights be- 
cause by being challenging and emotive, they 
provoke debate and discussion, the goal of the 
free-speech guarantee. 

‘Moreover, allowing the state to silence a 
speaker whenever the audience threatens vio- 
Тепсе would amount to a “heckler’s veto.” It 
will empower a hostile or highly sensitive audi- 
ence to silence a speaker whose ideas they dis- 
dain, and allow the state—in the guise of keep- 
ing the peace—to help noisy bullies drown out 
their enemies’ voices. 

On the other hand, hate speech has been held 
to deserve less constitutional protection. They 
are "injury-specific", ie, “those which by their 
very utterance inflict injury,” and the listener is 
hurt even before he gets to reflect on the words 
uttered, Some hate speech can also be "fighting 
words” profanities. foul and disgusting lan- 
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guage—that form "no essential part of any ex- 
position of ideas, and are of such slight social 
value as a step to truth that any benefit that may 
be derived from them is clearly outweighed by 
the social interest in order and morality" 

Closer to home, the Philippine Supreme 
Court has actually faced a case even more of- 
fensive than the Danish cartoon—and free 
speech won the day! 

In MVRS v. Islamic Da'wah Council, 70 Mus- 
lim organizations sued a tabloid for insulting 
Muslims by saying that they do not eat pork be- 
cause they worship pigs as sacred animals, a 
claim that is outright silly, false and "utterly pro- 
fane"—in the words of the Courr, itis the "com- 
plete opposite of what Muslims hold dear and 
isparage(s} Muslims and castis] insult on Is- 
lam as a religion." The Muslim petitioners how- 
ever had sued for defamation, and the Court 
threw out the case because the hurtful speech 
maligned a large class of people, a group “too 
vast as to readily ascertain who among [them 
was] particularly defamed.” The Court cited an 
older case, when sugarcane planters in Bacolod 
sued Newsweek after it vilified their group as 
exploiting poor, ignorant sacadas. 

‘Significantly, one justice proposed that the 
remedy is for the victims to sue for damages 
and make the tabloid liable for intentional tort 
when it humiliated them because of their 
creed. The victims, "despite the outrageous 
profanity hurled at them ... chose not to join 
their secessionist brethren in the armed strug- 
gle but instead decided to petition our courts 
for legal redress. .... They could have easily re- 
taliated by flinging their own blasphemous in- 


vectives against the Christian religion. 
swering profanity with more profanity” 

In another case, the Iglesia ni Cristo had a 
TV program to “propagate [its] religious be- 
liefs, doctrines and practices often in compara- 
tive studies with other religions." In 1992, the 
Board of Review for Motion Pictures and Tele- 
vision stopped their broadcast because of its 
"attack[s) against other religions.” Apparently, 
the show contained rather pointed criticism of 
Roman Catholic and Protestant doctrines. 

The Supreme Court held that though the 

“may disagree with the criticisms of oth- 
er religions ... that gives it no excuse to inter- 
dict such criticisms, however unclean they may 
be. .... Religious dogmas and beliefs are often 
at war and to preserve peace among their fol- 
lowers, especially the fanatics, the (separation 
of Church and State clause] prohibits the State 
from leaning towards any religion.” 

We should “respect the fair criticism of reli- 
gious principles, including those which may be 
outrageously appalling, immensely erroneous, 
or those couched as fairly informative com- 
ments." To entangle the courts in religious de- 
bates “would necessarily make the civil courts 
a battle to assert [competing] spiritual ideas." 

Finally, the Court warned against using the 
test of “contemporary Filipino standards." This 
would “simply provide the Board with a veiled 
excuse for clamping down against unorthodox 
religious thought and expression. [The free- 
dom of religion] not only insulates religi 
against governmental power, but ... protects] 
religious minorities by preventing the use of 
that power in imposing the majority' will.” 

"The Danish cartoons, however offensive some 
тау find them, may be cause for outrage but not 
for censorship. Traditional liberals adopt а 
hands-off policy, and profess neutrality to ай val- 
ues. The irony is that faced with belligerence, we 
find ourselves espousing tolerance as a value, 
and imposing it upon the intolerant. 
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Media in the hot seat 


BY AN UNCANNY COINCIDENCE, THE FEB. 6 
stampede at the PhilSports Arena broke out at a 
time when multimedia practitioners were hold- 
ing their annual "Media Nation 3" summit in 
Clark to examine the relationship between media 
and the market. 

‘One participant is reported to have summed up. 
the theme as “giving the market what it wants.” 
No event could have driven home the theme 
тоге powerfully than the shocking news of the 
stampede triggered by an entertainment program 
labeled by its producers as giving the market 
“what it wants," meaning consumers of the show. 

The network that staged the show may fall in. 
the category of a "service provider,” an imperson- 
al and technical term some modern media giant 
combines, including proprietors of newspapers 
and radio-TV networks, like to use in describing 
their services. Under this concept, consumers of 
entertainment shows and newspaper readers 
have been reduced to statistical digits before 
which editors and TV show promoters worship in 
their relentless competition for “ratings.” In the 
newspaper industry, the equivalent of "ratings" is 
“circulation.” The rationale behind these ratings 
and circulation wars is that the higher the ratings 
and the wider the circulation, the bigger the 
share in the shrinking advertising revenues. 

‘The fierce competition for ratings determines 
the content of the “service” they render to an ab- 
stract mass composed of inanimate objects—not 
‘warm bodies with minds that have the capacity to 
think and discern what is good or bad and with 
hearts that respond to the pain of human tragedy. 

"Thus, when the delivery of a “service” to satisfy 
what "the market wants,” results in mayhem, the 
casualties of these disturbances become statistics in 
а morgue. Under this concept of impersonal rela- 
tionship between service providers and service con- 
sumers, it is hard to establish the responsibilty and 
public accountability of service providers, all of 
"whom piously claim that they are delivering “ser- 
vices" that are in the “public interest.” The term 


AVID FANS OF "CSI," ITS SPIN-OFFS BASED IN 
Miami and New York, as well as of the various 
shows featuring the forensics work behind the so- 
lution of both real and imagined cases will recog- 
nize the foolishness—if not neglect—behind the 
destruction of the shabu talipapa in Pasig. 

Led by Pasig Mayor Vicente Eusebio, a wrecking 
crew tore down Wednesday the shacks and 
shanties that once constituted а small chain of 
"restaurants" in a compound where customers 
could buy some shabu and even rent the parapher- 
nalia needed to get high on the illegal substance. 

The compound was raided in a surprise opera- 
Чоп that netted some 300 suspects, including 
women and children, some of them pregnant girls. 
‘Some of them later tested positive for drug use. 

Eusebio defended the unannounced demoli- 
tion as showing that the Pasig City government 
was “sincere in the war against drugs.” 

"The Pasig City police chief, drugs enforcement of- 
ficials and the barangay chair have been dismissed 
and charges have been filed against them in rela- 
tion to the raid. Certainly, the existence of a thriving 
drug operation virtually right under the noses of of- 
ficials and police was an embarrassment to the 
Pasig City government. But is that reason enough 
for the hurried demolition of the structures in the 
compound, less than a week after the raid? 

PNP officials have expressed dismay at the de- 
molition, saying important evidence could have 
been destroyed when the shanties were torm 
down. Indeed, police said, drug paraphernalia 
were still scattered abour the area, while the 
shanty walls bore “markings” that may have had 
to do with the drug business. 

What would Gil Grissom, the chief CSI in the 
hit TV series, have to say if the demolition took 
place in his jurisdiction? 1 bet he would have 
chewed out whoever was responsible for it, in- 
cluding the mayor. 

‘THE MAYOR'S action is puzzling and disturb- 
ing mainly because it comes too late and was 
of little use. 

In TV interviews, Eusebio was caught on 
video defending the action of his boys, saying 
it was to prevent residents and drug dealers 
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"service providers” does not capture the essence of 
joumalism as a profession that delivers knowledge 
that enriches the human mind and that ennobles 
the human spirit. Service providers can also em- 
brace delivery of hospitality services in brothels. 

In this abstract determination of the content of 
media output that "the market wants," editors are. 
being increasingly pushed out from their tradi- 
tional central role of deciding what news to print 
or not to print, by the intervention of accountants 
and business managers pandering to the tran- 
sient demands of the market. Editors have be- 
come increasingly marginalized by the market. 
The managers of news have become less au- 
tonomous in making judgments on what goes 
to the newspapers, and the advertising and mar- 
keting arms of newspapers and networks have ex- 
ercised more influence on what the world and the 
nation would look like today because they pro- 
duce the advertising revenues. 

‘The erosion of editorial prerogative and judg- 
ment resulting from the encroachment of market- 
oriented criteria in decision-making on media con- 
tent is illustrated by the intervention at the media. 
summit of an advertising executive who advised 
media executives to go where the ratings go." Ad- 
vertising executives at the same time 
the need for quality programs and useful news and. 
public affairs programs. “Ethical journalism" was 
cited as an approach to create a market for media 
products that the market can support. 

"There is a big conundrum in this issue. In the 
race to get “where the ratings go,” editors are 
guided more by tools that identify where the mar- 
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from sneaking into the compound and resum- 
ing their lucrative trade. But he could very well 
have simply posted police and tanods to guard 
the area, preserving the evidence which by the 
way was supposed to have been protected by 

low "Do Not Cross" police ta 

A news report in this paper also quoted him 
as denying his alleged links to drug activities, 
supposedly because he did not “look” the part 
ofa druggie and that he was rich even before 
his entry into politics and supposedly did not 
need to engage in such illicit activities to aug- 
ment his income. 

He may well have been motivated solely by a 
need to save face and resurrect Pasig's civic 
pride, but Eusebio's eagerness to destroy evi- 
dence gathered as a result of a sensational po- 
lice operation brings his motives to question. 
What was so urgent about razing the shabu 
community? 

If he was all that concerned about the prolif- 
eration of cheap and illegal drugs in his city, 
Eusebio should have done something about 
the drug dens just half a kilometer from City 
Hall. Why move so swiftly and decisively only 
after the operations had been busted and the 
operators and customers hauled to jail? 

THE MAYOR'S ham-fisted action simply demon- 
strates the disregard with which police and law 
enforcement officials hold criminal evidence. 

Lawyers have long asserted that Philippine po- 
lice treat physical evidence so casually because 
they don't believe in it, nor are they equipped 
with the technical skills to glean information 
from them or make the right conclusions. Police 
here prefer instead to extract “confessions” from 


ket is—and I mean the opinion surveys—and less 
by their instincts on what news is in the public in- 
terest or what the public “has the right to know." 

Newspapers regularly run surveys (including 
this newspaper) to identify their consumer mar- 
kets and to find what readers across socio-eco- 
nomic classes want and like to read. The informa- 
tion derived from these surveys have limited value 
in creating a market for “ethical journalism” that 
the market can support. Ithas been suggested that 
the media have "to go out of (their) way to estab- 
lish that clamor (for good quality programs, news 
and public affairs programs) from the public.” 

A review of these surveys reveals that the pub- 
lic mood is volatile, often shifting with the cur- 
rents of public opinion. There are great quality 
newspapers which command influence and pow- 
er. Their circulations are not as massive as those 
of the tabloids. The quality newspapers have 
their market, but that’s the market they are going 
toserve. 

Great editors and great newspapers are not 
‘creatures of surveys. They are guided by their: 
stincts in determining what is good news—in- 
stinets honed by their experience and insights 
and commonsensical norms about “ethical jour- 
nalism.” 

My idea of ethical journalism is not too compli- 
cated. The test of ethical and useful joumalism is 
that it delivers news that is for the “greatest good 
for the greatest number.” All other notions, such 
as the right of the public to know, flow from this. 

The history of great newspapers and great edi- 
tors shows that their success has not rested on sur- 
veys but on the delivery of news that informs best 
and that the public can trust. Editors must rely on 
their sixth sense and instincts more than on cold 
statistics of surveys. They have to put their thumb 
on the pulse of warm bodies of public opinion and 
listen to their messages. The success of great news- 
papers proves the dictum that civic virtue— based. 
оп providing news for the "greatest good for the 
greatest number” —has its rewards. 


suspects, intimately acquainted as they are with 
various methods of making anyone own up to a 
crime. There is no lack of jobless, homeless 
drifters in the country who can be coerced into 
confessing to having shot Jose Rizal. 

‘A friend of mine recalls being called to the 
home of a relative who had been stabbed to death 
and finding the doors of the house thrown open 
and almost the entire barangay milling inside it. 
"Police were even using the telephone to call 
their headquarters and it had not even been dust- 
ей" she recalled with a shudder. 

We might also remember the case of a judge 
who died in a Cebu hotel, a death which had been 
attributed to suicide. A note was allegedly found 
inside the room, but the evidence ultimately 
proved useless because of careless handling by 
the responding police, one of whom even used 
the ball pen ying beside the alleged suicide note 
to take down his own notes. 

Women's groups also say that many years ago, 

they distributed “rape kits,” which are meant to 
facilitate the gathering of evidence in alleged 
Tape cases, to different police precincts and gov- 
ernment hospitals but to their dismay, they found 
the kits lying unused years later, the police pre- 
ferring the aforementioned “confessions” to 
make their case. 
THESE days, there's greater awareness of the. 
role that forensics plays in the solution of 
crimes. The PNP's anger at Eusebio's action is 
а good sign in itself, indicative of the value 
they place on the physical evidence that could 
have been used to prosecute the drug profi- 
teers in the Pasig talipapa. 

But it also seems they're willing to go easy 
оп Eusebio, with police officials even now ac- 
knowledging that they had already taken 
video footage and photographs of the restau- 
rants which could be used during the trial, in 
lieu of an actual tour of what could have been 
Pasig's latest tourist attraction. 

Eusebio seems about ready to extricate him- 
self from any responsibility in the PhilSports 
‘Arena tragedy. Should he be allowed to get off 
the hook in the case of the demolition? 


Stories artifacts tell 


FILIPINOS USUALLY HAVE TO BE REMINDED 
that in our long history, our country’s oldest 
friend is not Japan, the United States or even 
Spain which ruled us from 1565-1898. The oldest 
friend of the Philippines is China. We see this 
from the archeological artifacts recovered from 
land and sea in different parts of the country. 
Whenever my students visit the National Muse- 
um they are so overwhelmed by the display of 
Oriental ceramics they vow never to look at an- 
other blue and white artifact again for the next 10 
years. What is usually lost on them is that these 
often broken and incomplete pieces of ceramics 
document a relationship of trade and friendship 
that goes even beyond recorded history. 

Опе can only wonder what kind of historical 
records on the Philippines will be found in China. 
What little I have read usually concerns trade, 
specifically the “Nanhai Trade" when the Chinese 
traded silk and porcelain for raw and finished 
products from the area they called the “South 
Seas.” The Chinese had boats that covered both 
the Eastern and Western seas. There was no glob- 
al positioning equipment at the time but they 
found their directions through the stars and 
timed their outbound and homeward voyages ac- 
cording to the monsoons. Trading ships left China 
in the winter months and sailed with the north 
wind behind them, and returned in the summer. 
‘There were two routes: the Western route went 
via Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Java and 
reached as far as Zanzibar in Africa. The Eastern 
route is what concerns us because this passed the 
Philippines, Borneo and the Moluccas. 

Tt must also be noted here that the Chinese 
porcelain that has been found in the Philippines 
sometimes came through Arab trading ships. 

‘Aside from Chinese porcelain, archeological 
sites in the Philippines have yielded artifacts from 
Vienam, Thailand and Cambodia, making us 
wonder even more if these were all brought by 
Chinese and Arab traders or whether there was 
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direct trade with ships from these neighboring 
countries. My fascination with these now col- 
lectible pieces of porcelain led me to join the Ori- 
ental Ceramic Society of the Philippines which 
holds a monthly lecture on various aspects of the 
subject. I rarely miss the erudite lectures of Rita 
Ching Tan who is one of the leading experts on 
porcelain in the country today, It is possible, giv- 
en the current research, not only to identify and 
date excavated ceramics but, more importantly, 
to sometimes trace the kiln in China where the 
piece was made and thus trace out on a map the 
route traders took to our shores. 

What interests me more than the beauty of ex- 
cavated ceramics is their use in pre-colonial 
times. For example, what use was a celadon brush 
washer or a blue and white bird feeder to а pre- 
Hispanic Filipino? What did they put in the nu- 
merous jarlets, saucers and bowls found in pre- 
Hispanic graves? Why is it that there are many 
small vessels found in Luzon compared to bigger 
pieces in Mindanao? 

‘When one looks at the type and distribution of 
the excavated artifacts, one can surely find a sto- 
ту, or a pattern. Then one must ask what the pre- 
colonial Pinoy gave the Chinese and Arab traders 
in exchange for these porcelain pieces, Naturally, 
the trading ships needed fresh water, food and 
other provisions, but there must have been more 
items being bartered. 

Offhand one would imagine that the Chinese 
came for pearls and bird's nests. They were also 
оп the lookout for "beautiful maidens." and one 


wonders if some of them were sourced from our 
shores. 

‘list of goods exchanged is compiled in a 1985 
publication of the Southeast Asian Ceramic Soci- 
ety West Malaysia Chapter, entitled “A Ceramic 
Legacy of Asia's Maritime Trade.” The list may 
not be complete, but it says a lot not just about 
trade, but taste in general—what was considered 
valuable or even exotic. The more predictable 
items would be ivory tusks, gongs of gold and sil- 
ver, woven mats and various textiles like silk and 
cotton. Then there are the semi-precious stones 
like amber, agate and cat's eye. In the Philippines, 
people coveted metals like lead, tin, silver, bronze 
and steel. I remember reading in another source 
that Filipinos brought tribute to China that in- 
cluded tortoise shell and green parrots! 

Cloves, nutmeg, rose-water, rose-apple (Euge- 
nia jambosa), sandalwood benzoin, civet are or- 
dinary on a list that include Arabian glass and 
white yaks. What I found interesting are: palm 
leaves (What were they used for? How were 
these preserved after being cut from the tree?); 
kingfisher feathers; and even peacock feathers. 

Rhinoceros horn I always presumed to be 
used as medicine or aphrodisiacs, but there 
were different types: semi-transparent, medici- 
nal, decorative and “ordinary” (whatever that 
meant). The Chinese also presented gifts like 
sedan chairs, umbrellas and swords. Copper 
coins were accepted currency in Southeast Asia, 
and these were so much in demand that it came 
toa point when the coins actually became scarce 
in China itself. 

E. Arsenio Manuel sounded: the challenge” 
when he declared "where history ends anthropol- 
ogy begins." Archeology has always fascinated 
me not for the excavated artifacts themselves but 
for the stories these artifacts tell. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
nen edu ] 
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Drugs and the law 


1 WASN'T SURPRISED WHEN I LEARNED ABOUT THE 
police raid on а 600-sq m lot in Pasig, with some 40 shanties 
selling illegal drugs. They were doing this much like road- 
side restaurants, complete with menus. “Shabu tiangge,” 
some newspapers called it. Others described it as a shabu su- 
permarket. 

And yet its fairly common knowledge that Metro Manila 
and other large Philippine cities are now saturated with drug 
dens. In Cebu City, 
there are even 
"shooting galleries," 
where drug depen- 
dents go to get their 
drugs injected intra- 
venously. 

What did shock 
me about this place Micbael L. Tan: > 
in Pasig was the scale 
of the operations. The police arrested some 300 people, in- 
cluding 59 minors. There were at least two pregnant minors, 
one aged 17 and the other 14. 

Besides the drug use, there was also prostitution. Appar- 
ently some of the women drug users were selling themselves 
to pushers ifthey didn't have money to support their habit. 

АП of this was happening half a kilometer away from the 
Pasig City Hall and the Eastern Police District headquarters. 
And in broad daylight (the raid took place around noon). 
What was it like in this place at night? wondered. 

Shoot’em 

Several policemen and operatives from the Philippine 
‘Enforcement Authority (PDEA) have been suspended, 
while our politicians, from the President down, are now talk- 
ing tough about the drug problem. So far though, the action 
taken has been one investigation after another, with 
Congress now trying to get into the act. Congress will |probá- 

bly review the laws and propose an increase in penalties. 

"shoot the pushers!” vigilante groups will proclaim, as if 
they're not already doing this. Every few days we hear of 
corpses floating down rivers, and communities identifying 
them to be suspected drug pushers. x 

But this police model of responding to drugs with more 
laws and harsher penalties just isn't working. In fact, 'd аг; 
gue it worsens our drug problem. 

This happens for two reasons. Fist, it does little to addréss 
the needs for drug prevention and rehabilitation of depen- 
dents. Second, the law actually gives even more opportuni- 
ties for the corruption that allows the drug problem to grow. 

1n 1972, Marcos decreed a Dangerous Drugs Act which in- 
cluded the imposition of the death penalty for drug pushing. 
To show he meant business, Marcos had a drug dealer, Lim 
Seng, executed by firing squad, the grisly event well covered. 
by mass media. 

For a short period after that, the drug trade subsided, but 
with time, it was back to normal for pushers and users, drugs 
passed out together with canapés at the parties of the rich 
and the famous. The Dangerous Drugs Act itself became al; 
‘most irrelevant, as drug use patterns changed. It did not 
lude, for example, metamphetamine or shabu in its list of 
prohibited substances and there were several judges who 
used this as an excuse to acquit shabu manufacturers and 
pushers. 
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‘Comprehensive? 

Eventually, Congress passed Republic Act No. 9165, How 
called the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002. 
This new law is even stricter than Marcos’ version, with 
penalties for every kind of offense imaginable. — iuis 

Twas listening to one of the police officials after the Pasig 
drug bust and he was practically gloating about the types of 
criminal charges they could slap on those arrested. At oné 
point, he even mentioned that “visiting a drug den” was pun- 
ishable. He was right: according to RA 9165, anyone who “is 
‘aware of the place (drug den) as such and shall knowingly 
visi the same” can be imprisoned from 12 years and one day 
to 20 years, with a fine of P100,000 to P500,000. 

Bur that new law is comprehensive only when it comes to 
punitive measures. When it comes to prevention, it offers lit- 
Че. The implementing rules and regulations, for example, re- 
quire all business establishments that have 10 or more em- 
ployees to try to build а “drug-free workplace.” It includes 
‘education on drug abuse, random drug testing, even a provi: 
sion that the workplace should have a streamer or billboard 
that reads: “This is a drug-free workplace; let's keep it this 
way" 

‘Streamers? They're about as useful as those "Get high on 
God, not on drugs" billboards on the streets. Drug testing? 
Shabu's excreted from the body within three days. Education 
on drug abuse would work, f you have properly trained peo- 
ple and teaching materials, but no one's supporting that, аз 
far as know. 

"The law's there to scare people into behaving. The penal- 
ties are heavy, I can assure you. Just as an example, the pos- 
session of 8 grams of shabu carries penalties of imprison- 
‘ment of 20 years and one day to as long as life, with fines of 
400,000 to P500,000. Moreover, if the person found post 
sessing that amount of shabu was in the “proximate compa 
ny of two people,” presumably in a drug den, the maximum 
penalty can be death, and the fine goes up to P10 million! 

Why did I zero in on "8 grams of shabu”? Because that’s 
the amount of shabu Nora Aunor allegedly had when she 
was arrested in the United States some time back. Nora 
Aunor certainly isn't going to get imprisoned anywhere close 
to 20 years in the States. In fact, the word is that her lawyers 
are pleading for a light sentence, plus community service. ; " 

Protection 

Is the United States too lax? Actually, their use of impris, 
‘onment for drug users is seen as barbaric by Europeans and 
doing litle to solve the bigger social problem. The American 
model pours much more money into police operations and 
throwing drug users into jail, with far too litle going into ié- 
habilitation. 

When Aunor's case first made the headlines here, l asked а 
friend, a drug dependent, if he knew what would happen if 
the actress were to be convicted here, for the possession of 8 
grams. He shrugged his shoulders and tersely replied, "Noth* 
ing. She has connections. a 

He was probably right. The law actually helps nurture the 
drug trade. In our corrupt system, the heavy penalties in- 
crease the potential take for police. After the Pasig raids, for 
‘example, the police coddling other dens all over the country 
fare bound to increase their protection fees, And whenever 
these fees increase, we see the involvement of higher off 
cials, 

"That's not the end of it. As more and more powerful godi- 
thers become involved in this lucrative industry, the operae 
tions actually grow in scale, so it's not surprising that the 
dens have now become tiangges and supermarkets, Г 

Tm just talking about protection money here. In шъёћ 
poor communities, Гуе heard stories of people having to pay 

___-extortion money ta the police after being set up with plante 
drugs. There's probably millions of pesos going into bribes as 
well for the police, and judges, to get an arrested relative off 
the hook. Some are real offenders, others are just hapless fall 

уз and victims, 

‘Alas, the Pasig shabu supermarket only reminds us that 
the law is very much on the side of the drug syndicates and 
their kumpare politicians, police and judges. 
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te arroyo sninradon шше ble jeopardy х касат сате нане terak Sickening lack ipses should realize tat the already about 100 people ahead 

е latest increase in expan 4 MA and her elite advisers іп children to hospitals for lack of iscipli tragedy was just а пи ic of us. 
DD MN Congress should stay at eas опе money to buy medicines; would of discipline ofthe decline of what my aunt After having lived in the United 
e E ооо тие O OR TUE = Du colar) ро 
Rep, Joey Salceda, a financial ad- rived of a living wage, medicines which siete id not benefit. it Feb. 5 issue of the Inquimer hint- morality. It irked me that public keep to байма kere Clee we 
Жер, arCloria Macapagal-Arroyo, andthe viaminsupplements they doesnt care that prices are geting S thatthe Ukra stampede some. officials eagerly pointed to the der and respect, especially for ће Ё 

Ms men ms n while — оцу nodes higher each dax er as tax d the “reel state of = we рле, elderly and the disabled. There is 
mj >, by lin, face of sardines or nothing at mor i lected i E е star ү 
пу people by grinding е feof йш о кра ТУ mo шш шш dur y 1 Would say it, showed how аута by poverty but is oo fi ie Our press and tend 
Hosts. (Isaiah 3:15) In these ex- а life without electricity; and to were elected through fraud—to undisciplined Filipinos are. We cause was deeper—weak moral ers greatly affect our character. 
tremely difficult times for many Fil- fetch their drinking water from spend. don’t know how to queue up. We values and character—manifested Teaching students to respect 
ipinos who are poor, underpaid and community faucets. And then, af- EVAT is immoral, inhuman and don't know how to form astraight by an opportunistic tendency to others and do what is right even in 
"employed we remind GMA, Sal- ter that, let them tell the whole merciless. It is not only a bitter line. We can't stay on our lanes, serve one's own, personal inter- simple activities such as forming a 
geda and al insensitive government world dhat they arewilingtotake pil but a poison that ills the дис ө eE елиме ы иско make a better soci- 
leaders and tax collectors that е bitter pill of EVAT be poor airport, in the orinamall gardforothersoranythingelse. еу. 
poor who have beeninchronicsuf- robbed of dignity as human be- —NORMABRDOLLAGA, oron the road. We saw this during a family va- “Never lose your dignity, even 4 
fering caused by unjust economic ings. Zeneralsecretary, Every manifestation of this in- cation last August 2005. We came in poverty" This is true today as 
policies, the statement is not only No, this government cannot KapatirangSimbahanParaSa ability is a sickening sight. early to attend a cheering contest. much asin the past. е 
cruel itis inhuman. They cantsim- show mercy for ít knows not how Bayan (Kasimbayan), —OBS CARIÑO, ople were ahead of us —LOELPORTUGALEZA, 
Ply swallow this deception. to give justice. The poor are vic- 3/F NCCR 879 Edsa, QC ined the line. Despite jinkaboGyahoo.com- 
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Т Li ане А 
, Robinsons cepartment store Biss 
a D e p a (From calling а halt to the blame game, to 
2 d asking everyone to examine his own conscience, 
ES л. to remonstrating with the Catholic Church on 


birth control, to egging on trigger fingers, read- 
ers are getting more restive by the day.) 


FIVE YEARS OF MISRULE BY THE MOTHER OF 
plunder and prevarication is just too much for 
anyone to digest. Will somebody please, please 
pull the wigger al- 

Teadyi—Adolfo Ра 
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The  "Gloriagate" 
crisis served as an eye- 
opener for us Filipinos, It was evidence that we 
are not united as a nation. We tend to find fault. 
in one another. And when we have found a 
fault, we magnify it without even testing its va- 
lidity. Thus, we waste our time focusing on this 
single fault instead of concentrating on what is 
good for our country. 

There is really a need to shift our focus to 
finding out what good each one of us has done 
for the country, There is also a need for our 
leaders to do a significantly good job so it will 
be easy for citizens to spot their positive contri- 
butions and acknowledge them for it.—Her-- 
she Legaspina, Cebu City 

There is'so much going on in our country, 
that everybody is aware of—corrupt politi 
cians, poverty, sickness, pollution and people 
dying for no reason. Yet everyone is so focused 
оп how he can blame the leader of the nation, 
Does everyone know that this did not happen 
in the last six years only? It’s just common 
sense! 

T know everyone is aware of how long it will 
take to get the country back on its feet. To do 
this, we must choose an intelligent as well as a 
respected leader, firm and straightforward, 
who can (guide) the nation in the right direc- 
tion, The most important thing is the support 
of ай Filipinos, We must start right now and 
help one another. We need to stop the criticism 
(and) add actions to our words rather than [re- 
main] observers.—Arnold Bermejo, arnold- 
bermejo@cox.net 

‘The crisis stems from people’s ignorance, 
apathy and lack of self-respect. There is а 
тоге serious problem that we need to ad- 
dress before we can solve this never-ending 
procession of stupid leaders who bleed the 
country. 

The majority of Filipinos are poor. They 
comprise а major block of the voting popula- 
tion. Sadly, they are also the ones who will- 
ingly sacrifice six years or even a lifetime of 
hardship for a bag of rice, a few packs of noo- 
dles and cans of sardines. Poor families аге 
rapidly reproducing while resources are be- 
ing rapidly depleted. Tightening their belts 
will not help; they don't even have money to 
buy belts. 

While we scramble for a solid plan on popu- 
lation management, here come Church people 
opposing population management. Ligation 
and vasectomy are condemned as immoral by 
the Church. Come on, holy ones! It is immoral 
Tto] let these people reproduce unabatedly, 
knowing that they can never raise their chil- 
dren decently. The poor kids they bring [into] 
this world should be spared. 

Family planning policy must be based on the 
income of the family and strictly imposed by 
government. If the Church opposes this, it 
should present a viable alternative based on 
present realities. 1 dare the Church to take re- 
Sponsibility [for] those families. They're the re- 
Sult ofits preaching. 

Unless we do our part to educate these peo- 
ple and help alleviate their economic status, 
history will always repeat itself—its worst 
S! GREAT VALUE! === 

d 

u a IF you have any complaints, grievances or 
suggestions about the treatment of news 
‘and photos by the Inquirer, you may write 
to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily 
Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague 
and Mascardo Streets, Cy of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos, 897-4793, 897-4794, or 

‘e-mail readersadvocate@ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are re- 

wwwards.com.ph Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 0833 Series of 2006 | | quested to include their complere address 

dnd telephone or pager number oc eme 

sbinsor ia Fla address for verification purposes. The In- 

Robinsons Galleria Flagship Store quirer will not Publi any letter unless 
[ Sta Festiv Y such information is supplied. 
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Sulu village 

ag DAGUPAN. am-— 
like new parents ex- 
the birth of their 
olk recover с; 
vilage in Burgos town 
im wesem Pangasinan 
are awaiting the hatch- 
nmanned ::-—- 
laid on their seashore. 
“The eggs were found 
° by Antonio de Guzman, 
guard) volunteer, in the 
moming of Jan. 28 on 
the shore of Sitio Ca- 
 bangacen, 24 km from 

JOLO, SULU—RESIDENTS OF A VILLAGE IN IN- “чаш 
danan recovered an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), = of the Tanggol Ka- 
i ш азап, ап environ- 
which a Sulu official said could bea US spy plane. mental non-govem- 

AUS military official admitted “Last year, we heard abouta ment organization, 
that it was a UAV but denied it missing spy plane but we do not said the eggs could 

Temojen Tulawie, Jolo town find,” Mudjahirin Abdulmutajar, night of Jan. 27 or 
councilor, yesterday said the UAV municipal administrator, said. dawn of Jan. 28. 
crashed after hitting a coconut Abdulmutajar said if it was in- Ош of curiosity De 
tree in the boundaries of deed a spy plane, US officials Guzman and other 
Barangays Buanza and Marangin owed them an explanation. Bantay Dagat volun- 

‘He said a farmer, identified on- ment was doing in our place? They found that it was a tur- 
ly as Ahmad, has been keeping (Americans) are supposed to con- te nest. They touched 
the UAV since it was retrieved. duct humanitarian activities in four the eggs but returned 

aconvenor of the towns and not to spy on people es- фет to the nest which 
епз of Sulu, told pecially in our town. We are notin- was in front of the Ban- 
ly argued if the falling object they likatan is being held,” he said. “Its interesting 
saw was a bird “because its wings Lt. Col. Eddie Paruchabutr Joint .thatthe sea turtle laid 
‘were moving." ‘Special Operation Task Force Philip- its eggs in front of the 

‘Some contended it must bea toy: pines acting spokesperson, admitted detachment. It’s as if 

“But when it fell to the ground that the US military owns the UAV it knew the eggs 
residents scampered away be- “No, it was not a spy plane. We Вагау-ап said. 
cause they thought it was a dont use spy planes. It is an un- This was the first 
bomb,” Tulawie said. manned plane, a piece of equipment time that the residents 

‘When nothing happened after that we use to do survey for future saw turtle eggs in their 
the object fell, residents went to civil military projects,” he said. area, although three 

They found out it was a “small and it works also for the protection 
plane.” of US troops, and the AFP and the lo- 

“We were immediately in- са population,” Paruchabutr said. 
formed so we went to Indanan,” He said the UAV had already tion with the Commu- 
‘Tulawie said. been turned over to them. nity Environment and 
UAV which is about “27 to 30 inches presence of the Jemaah Islamiyah fice in Alaminos City. 
Jong, with serial numbers PN 54683, (Л) and Abu Sayyaf militants in ‘Two leatherback sea 
‘SN 2470, PN 54684 and SN31200n Mindanao remains a major threat turtles were caught in 
the different sides of the wings.” to the country's security. Sitio Pao in 2000 while 

“Tt is also equipped with cam- Mathew Lussenhop, spokes- a green turtle was 
the marking Aerovironment In- Manila, said the threat remains as ngaoan in July 2002. 
corporated-RAVEN with barcode long as the “terrorists” are free. In December 
number 11012804 and code То prevent possible terror at- 2003, an Olive Ridley 
number of 1315," he said. tacks, he said his government is species was about to 

Tulawie believes the UAV was working closely with the Philippine lay eggs in the area 
US forces in Sulu. ‘ment agencies through the US an- fisherman, Batay-an 

Indanan officials said they  titerrorism assistance training pro- said. Yolanda Sotelo- 
could not say whether the UAV gram. JulieAlipalaand Jeoffrey Fuertes, PDI North- 
was indeed a spy plane. Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau ern Luzon Bureau 
5 2 500 GIs DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 

J.P. Laurel Аме, Davao City 
Telephone No. 082-221-9400 (local 234 and 233) 
Fax No. 082-2264885 
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nomic Zone—Some | Spay or eigoaty and ound elgtie, t bd lor Iha berender contact 
5,500 American sol- Package 1: 
diers and 2,800 Fil- ‘Nama of Contract 
to start on Feb. 20 the | S'ocees 
large-scale Balikatan 
exercises in Sulu, Ce- 
buand Luzon. 

‘The final prepara- 
Balikatan are taking 
place this week, ac- 
cording to Capt. Bur- 
rell Parmer, the pub- 
lic affairs officer of 
contingent. 

Parmer said the 
training's first phase, 
composed of 11 engi- 
neering and medical | ранени асана reste etic ete over 

ae te Egan Оноре uo via ta Par re d Ta 

will be held in Jolo, Ы 
© | artes te Cty шиини ж Sm B Sect Petr Sey. Pe 
lal er 
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is the 22nd Balikatan Approved by 
since the 19805,  (Sgd.) WILLIAM V. GUILLEN 
Tonette Orejas, PDI 


the picturesque Ilio-ioi. 
а Bantay Dagat (sea 
‘Ava Sharon Batay- 
was a spy plane. have information about the latest have been laid on the 
Patikul town on Feb. 10. “What the hell was that equip- teers dug the area and 
the Inquirer residents had initial- cluded in the four towns where Ba- tay Dagat detachment. 
after hitting coconut leaves, the but denied it was used for spying. would be safe there,” 
see what it was. “lt surveys and takes photographs sea tures had been 
He said they took photos of the А ranking US official said the Natural Resources Of- 
era located on the nose end and person of the US Embassy in caught in Sitio Caba- 
one of similar spy planes used by military and other law enforce- but was caught by a 
to join 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
ipino troopers are set | iso» 
tions for this year’s 
the United States 
civic action projects, 
Оза сиин бишк tot t 
activities, including the асер trom prospective acers of Laters 
ee nse 
bined task force staff 
Feel eer ry er ere 
likatan is one of the “The BAC wilissua абд Documents oni lo bidders daciared bythe BAC-B tobe eligtie fr ha baking 
cra Coens 
Central Luzon Desk 


EEEN 


Villagers await hatching of sea turtle eggs 
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CARDIOLOGY FORUM LECTURES: 


February 20, 2006 (9:00 am - 3:30 ри) 

* Heart Pailure Therapy - the newer drogs & devices 

* Heart Transplantation: current resalts & 
state-of-the-art 

* Left Main Coronary Artery Disease: Do we stil 
eed bypass? Ў 

+ Drug Bluting Stents: are they all the same? 


February 21, 2006 (9400 am - 12:00 na) 

* Controversies & Contentious Issues in Heart 
Failure Therapy 

+ Viability studies: dobutamine echo, PET scan ог 
MRI? 

+ Will 64 Detector CT Anglogrim. replace coronary 
angiography? 


UROLOGY FORUM LECTURES: 


February 20, 2006 (2:00 am - 4:30 pm) 

* Radical Prostatectomy - What is the best surgical 
approach? 

* Second Line Hormones 

* PSA Kinetics to Predict Cancer Progression. 

+ Palliative Care Approaches 


February 21, 2006 (9:00 am - 12:00 on) 
* Chemotherapy in Advanced Disease 
* Optimal Strategies for Prostate Biopsy 


MARIANO M. ALIMURUNG 
MEMORIAL LECTURE 
Таптаа 20, 2006, 6:30 - 8:00 рт 
dence Based Treatment for Heart Vailure in 2006" 
ker: Sharon А. Hunt, MD. 
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LAY FORUM 
February 20, 2006 
3:30 “4:30 pm Congestive Heart Failure & Coronary 
Artery Disease 


pm Prostate Cancer 
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FOR PRE-REGISTRATION: 
Please call 892-5544 locals 7986, 7048 & 7049 
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Girl's death strikes fear in town r^ 
Cy Gamplon 
father did not consent to an E 4 
autopsy, which required open- 
ing up the body. 

‘The father said he requested 
the investigators to do an au- 
topsy when Limpin, in a con 
frontation before Mayor Catali- 
na Bagasina on Feb. 6, gave 
conflicting information on 
whether his daughter was 
abused or not. 

Limpin denied a whitewash, 
saying she “forgot” to write the 
other details. 

‘The parents and investiga- 

Asked why she missed out tors have yet to identify a sus- 
the details mentioned in Dob- pect 13 days after the inci- 
le's report, Limpin told the 1 dent. 
QUIRER that what she carried A 
“clothes were intact,” her hymen out was a mere post-mortem 
was “intact,” and that she died examination, which she said 
“due to drowning.” was limited to external body 

Following the exhumation fa- parts. 
cilitated by Senior Supt. Leonar- ^ According to her, the girl's 


ША. 


К: 
SASMUAN, PAMPANGA—FEARS { 
of a supposed serial rapist on the 
loose have stalked residents of 
the remote coastal village of 
Batang Dos here following the 
death of a 2-year-old girl in near- 
by Barangay Malusac. 

The apprehension height- 
ened after police exhumed the 
body of the girl and found indi- 
cations of head injury and sexu- 
al assault. 

The finding contradicted an 
earlier report by the town’s rural 
health officer that she drowned. 

“We have started to be 
afraid for our own children. 
Drowning was also the report- 
ed cause of death of a number 
of kids in Malusac, Could 
some of them have also been 
raped? Perhaps there's a serial 
rapist there,” Vicky Mangali 
dan, the aunt of the recent vic- 


tim, said 

Old-timers in Malusae told 
the INQUIRER on Tuesday that 
the girl was the sixth child they 
knew to have drowned there 
since the 1980s. The three oth- 
ers in the batch were girls aged 
8 to 12 years old, it was 
learned. 

The girl went missing at 3:30 
p.m. on Feb. 1 in Malusac where 
her mother sold oysters. At 
about 7 a.m. the next day, her 
naked body was found floating 
їп a private fishpond at the 
Sapang Tali Creek. 

Jn a report to the former chief 
of police on Feb. 3, Dr. Merlyn 
limpin certified that the girls 


do Espina, Pampanga police di- 
rector, Dr. Jude Lim Doble of the 
Camp Olivas crime laboratory 
said in an initial medico-legal re- 
port that the cause of the girls 
death was “intracranial hemor- 
rhage and shock as result of 
blunt traumatic injury of the 
head." 

Doble further said that "genital 
findings are compatible with sex- 
ual assaults.” 

Abrasions were found in the 
girl’s private part, left leg and 
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year-old boy who lives 
near the fishpond, told police that 
he saw the girl floating in the 
creek between 4 and 5 p.m. on 
Feb. 1. Tonette Orejas, PDI Cen- 
tral Luzon Desk 


Project Manager: C. 
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Board buys 14 vans 


CITY OFSAN FERNAN- 
D0—The provincial 
board bought 14 new 
service vehicies, tigger- 
ing grumbling rom 
some capitol employees. 
"The Mitsubishi Adventure 
vans cost P835,000 each 
oratotal of P11.7 milion, 
data from the provincial 
accountant’ office 

showed, These were paid in cash to a local car dealer 

after bidding. The recipients were 13 board members 
and Vice Gov. Josellr Guiao. They returned their old 
service vehicles, bought about five years ago, which 

‘were tumed over to other departments. Provincial ac- 


“We have observed the failure of political processes to make public servants accountable for wrongdoings. What we have seen instead are 
acts of evasion and obstruction of the truth, as in the case of the wiretapping and Garcillano tapes controversy... We recommend that the 
‘search for truth be relentlessly pursued through structures and processes mandated by law and our Constitution, such as the Ombudsman, 
the Commission on Audit, the Commission on Human Rights, the Sandiganbayan, and Congress itself as well as other citizens’ groups. This 
requires that such bodies be led and run by credible people; persons of integrity and probity.” 


While we agree that certain aspects of our Constitution may need amendments and revisions, we do not support hasty efforts to change this 
fundamental law of the land without the widespread discussion and participation that such changes require. We continue to believe, as we 
did in our Statement on Charter Change in 2003, that changing the Constitution involving major shifts in the form of government, requires 
widespread participation. total transparency, and relative serenity that allows for rational discussion and debate. This is best done through a 
Constitutional Convention,” 


Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines Pastoral Statement (29 January 2006) 

The-Proposed Amendments to the 1987 Constitution by the House Committee on Constitutional Amendments", referred to as the "House 
Proposal"in this paper, is no better than that proposed by the Consultative Commission (CONCOM) even ifit contains less controversial 
provisions than the latter. The proposed Constitution used as the working draft by the Constitutional Amendments Committee, stil 
Contains provisions that are disastrous to the political, economic and other human rights of the Filipino people. In act, the House Proposal 
Ras far worse provisions in relation to checking the martial law powers of the presidentiprime minister as it completely reverted to the 


countant Benjamin Yuson said the purchase was 
above board since itwas programmed in the 2005 
budget Some capital officials frowned at the car-buy- 
ing binge, saying the budgets for hazard pay and low- 
cost housing for them should have been given priori. 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Truck falls; 2 dead 

COTABATO CITY—Two persons were killed while 11 
cers were inured when a truck el into a ravine in Aa- 
mada, North Cotabato, Mayor Emesto Concepcion said 
Wednesday. Concepcion said one of those led vasa. 
woran whe many of those injured were students re- 
tuming home on Feb. 14. Bernardo de Lima, truck 
Peper, said the vehicle was filed ith passengers, some 
of them seated onthe roof, and sacks of com. He said 
the truck was negotiating a sharp curve when ts brakes 
faled ‘twin Fernandez, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Girl stabbed by molester 
COTABATO CITY—A 14-year-old girl is fighting for her 
life after an unidentified molester stabbed her repeat- 
edly on Tuesday night. The giri told reporters at the 
Cotabato Regional and Medical Center on Wednesday 
that she was asleep when the attacker entered her 
тоот, "I pushed, punched and kicked himas | was 
yelling for help. | supposed | struck his balls when he 
(eased to stab me and fled," Loma. of Barangay 
Kalanganan here, said. The commotion roused neigh- 
bors who came to rescue the g but the attacker had 
fled by then, Charle Seiase, POI Mindanao Bureau 


Town promotes boxing 


SIBULAN, Negros Ori- 
entai— The municipality 
of Sibulan is now devel- 
oping a boxing pro- 
gram, inspired bythe 
growing popularity of a 
favorite son, Jimrex Ja- 
ca, whose real name is, 
Jimwel Divino. Mayor 
‘Antonio Renacia said 
Јасаз sensational victo- 

ry over his Mexican opponent and the fame it 

‘brought to him had inspired youths of the town to 

go into boxing. Jaca, of Boloc-bdloc, was a product 

of the Amateur Boxing Association of Negros Orien- 
tal. Romy Amarado, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Port upgraded 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY—The Bureau ot immigra- 
tion has upgraded the status of the portin Gian, 
Sarangani from domestic to тів porto entr. 
Lawyer Emesto Mercado, BI chef here, sad foren. 
‘vessels could now dock at the port. Bl Commissioner 
ро Fernandez J said the decision to upgrade the 
ports status was In response to the request ofthe 
"ose Abad Santos-Glan-Sarangan Cooperation Tian- 
‘eto alow direct shipping nis between бап апа the 
Northem provinces of Tahuna and Bitung in Indonesia 
"Апий Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Capiz board member dies 
ROXAS CITY—Provincial board member Gaudencio 
‘Anden’ Reyes died of severe asthma Feb. 14. He was 
50. Reyes ded atabout5 am. atthe St Anthony Cal 
Tege Hosptal where he had been coniined. Hs death 
came three days before he was scheduled о deliver a 
privege speech to bic farewel to his coeagues and 
Siati folowing his decision to resign for health reasons. 
Board member Ае Marinez вай Reyes had been sut- 
fering from asthma for four years but did not alow his 
ies to hamper his work as board member rom the 
second district. ‘Felipe Ceino, PDI Visayas Bureau. 


Puerto mass wedding 


PUERTO PRINCESA—A 
бау before Valentine's 
Day, 51 couples ex- 
changed vows ina 
mass wedding officiated 
by Fr. Eugene Elivera 
and Mayor Edward 
Hagedorn. Ten other 
married couples re- 
пей thelr vows, 


Geraldtord Tick, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


provisions of the Marcos Constitution during martial law. 


The House Proposal constitutes a direct threat to the interest of the Filipino people in the following major aspects: Provisions that assure 
Pres. Gloria Arroyo's stay in Office and the Grant of Dual Powers: Sweeps Aside Questions on her Mandate; Provisions that Merely 
Dispense Economic and Political Favors to Public Officials in Order to Gel Support for Revising the Constitution ; Provisions that Threaten 
‘ne Curtail Human Rights; Provisions that Provide for Greater Economic Power to Foreign Investors and Transnational Corporations and 
Result in Greater Damage to the Economic interest of the Filipino People; Provisions that Support the Political and Military Interest of 
Foreign Governments such as the United States to the Detriment of Philippine National Interest; Provisions on a Unicameral 
Parliamentary System that Further Institutionalize Government Unaccountability and Сипай People's Participation in Governance: 
Deletion of Provisions in the 1987 Constitution that May be Used to Protect the Political and Economic Interest of the Filipino People; 
Vague and Badly Drafted Provisions that may Lead to a Constitutional Crisis 


U CAN'T CON ASS! 


We have had énough. We condemn in the strongest possible terms the Arroyo administration's pursuit ofa quickie Constituent 
‘Assembly (Con Ass) and the cancellation of the 2007 elections (No-El) to ram down people's throat self-serving revisions of. 
the 1987 Constitution. 


There isa time for support but also a time to say enough. There isa time for discernment but also a time for creative action. 
There isa time to sit and watch. 


Now is the tine to come together and march. vig 


Since February 1, thousinds of Filipinos in ‘Mindanao and the Visayas. members of different rhass organization 
government organizations, political parties, church groups, the academe and professionals in particular, groups aligned with 
the Alyansa Tigil Mina, Black and White Movement, the Citizens for ConCon, and Laban ng Маза ауе joined the Citizens" 
Pilgrimage for Truth and Reforms in festive celebrations of truth, courage and reforms. 


Join the Citizens’ Pilgrimage as it passes through- your areas 


In the afternoon of February 22, the 20° anniversary of the start of People Power 1, let us all come together 
and gather at the People Power Monument in Quezon City and relive the spirit of People Power - wealth. 
sharing, courage in truth, unity in diversi у, people-centered reform: 


Collectively, we will shout 
NO TO CON ASS! NO TO NO-EL! REVAMP COMELEC ! 
Remember People Power 1 and 2, 
у Pursue Truth and Accountability 
Reform the System! 


p 


i= 


CITIZENS’ PILGRIMAGE FOR TRUTH AND REFORMS 


r more information, please contact pil 
Raul Socrates Н 


‘FEB. 1-22,2006 


Joel Rocamora 


ators; 


nzuela Jesus Vicente Garganera Leah Navarro 


Tek Ne (02) 42089: 


3E CCS Bldg., Social Development Complex, Ateneo de Manila University, Loyola Heights, Quezon CityEmait: citizenspilgrimagc gmail.com 
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‘Oplan Heckle' uncovered, say two generals PNP urged 


From page Al 

The guest speaker at Saturday's re- 
union will be Civil Service Commission- 
ег Karina David, wife of UP professor 
Randy David, an Inquirer columnist 
and critic of Ms Arroyo. 

Armed Forces spokesperson Col. Tris- 
tan Kison had said earlier that groups 
seeking to topple Ms Arroyo were re- 
cruiting potential followers in the mili- 
tary but the move was supposedly 
blunted because of its early discovery. 

Kison confirmed the discovery of 
“Oplan Heckle" and described it as a 
plan to embarrass proArroyo senior 
military officials by unfurling antigov- 
ernment posters and streamers during 
the reunion. He said PMA officials had 
beefed up security around the institu- 
tion and would set up stricter security 
searches. 

‘Rumors of plots against Ms Arroyo, 
who survived an impeachment attempt 
last year over allegations of vote-rig- 
ging and graft, have increased since the 
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Jan. 17 escape of four Magdalo officers 
‘who had been jailed for their role in the 
2003 Oakwood mutiny. The approach- 
ing 20th anniversary of the 1986 People. 
Power uprising that ended the rule of 
Ferdinand Marcos has also raised addi- 
tional security concerns. 

The chair of the House committee on 
national defense warned yesterday that the. 


been politicized,” said Sorsogon Rep. Jose 
Solis, a retired colonel. "Everybody was 
saying that things were normal a few days 
before the Edsa revolution in 1986. Whats 
the difference between 1986 and now?" 

According to the Reuters report, the 
four-phase plot included seizing mili- 
tary camps and removing Ms Arroyo as 
president. 

“We are not ready yet to declassify the 


тутатына en 


coup plot,” said one of the generals, who 
declined to be identified. "I could not say 
whether we have already preempted 
them because you can't guess whats оп 
the minds of desperate people." 

Ms Arroyo, whose government has 
been accused of amplifying threats to 
ward off plotters and seek sympathy yes- 
terday called generals to a command con- 
ference in Malacafiang, one day after six 
armored vehicles were seen entering the 
Palace grounds. Palace officials said they 
"were simply returning from an exercise. 

‘The two generals told Reuters the 
plot could have been set in motion in 
January with the planned escape of 
mutiny leaders, but only four succeed- 
ed in fleeing. 

They said two politicians, one with a 

i and several retired of- 
fcers were identified as the masterminds. 

Military intelligence officials said 
they have monitored active attempts to 
recruit soldiers to take part. Two retired 
soldiers have been visiting Army camps 
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across the country, they said. 

"They were talking to young officers, 
even to the graduating class of the mili- 
tary academy,” said an intelligence offi- 
cer. “Some of the recruitment was done 
through text messages on mobile 
phones.” 

Оп Thursday, one of the four escaped 
mutiny leaders called on Filipinos to 
wear red bands on their left arms to 
protest against "the fake government of 
Macapagal-Arroyo.” 

Fourteen of his detained comrades, 
who have been more deferential to Ms 
Arroyo, issued а statement warning 
that communist rebels were trying to 
exploit the situation as part of a nearly 
four-decade insurgency. 

“уйе ask our fellow soldiers to be vigi- 
lant against individuals or groups who 
advertise themselves as saviors of our 
nation,” the statement: Reuters 
with reports from Gil C. Cabacungan 
Jr, Dona Z. Pazzibugan and Margaux 
C. Ortiz 
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We're not just about receiving money from abroad, we also send money abroad. 
*FAST - Money is transferred in minutes, so no time to worry. 
* CONVENIENT - With over 235,000 agent locations worldwide, there's sure 
to be one near your receiver. 
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So whenever you need to send money to your loved ones abroad, send it 
through Western Union and make them feel you really care. 
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to throw book 
at Pasig mayor 


By Philip C. Tubeza, Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


‘THROW THE BOOK AT HIM. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson yesterday urged the 
Philippine National Police to file criminal 
charges against Mayor Vicente Eusebio for or- 
dering Wednesday's demolition of the “shabu 
supermarket" near his office in Pasig City. 

А former PNP chief, Lacson said Eusebio 
should be charged not just with obstruction of 
justice but also with violation of the Dangerous 
‘Drugs Act. The antidrugs law penalizes the cov- 
er-up and destruction of evidence in drug cases. 

“Very clearly, very obviously, (Eusebio) vio- 
lated certain provisions of the Dangerous 
Drugs Act ... Not only obstruction of justice. 
Ies very clear that with the demolition, evi- 
dence was destroyed,” Lacson said. 

“The investigation of the antidrugs unit that 
conducted the raid is not yet finished, why 
‘would you destroy the place? The place itself is 
the actual evidence of the crime,” he said. 

Lacson said Eusebio should have cleared 
the demolition with police investigators since 
the compound, located less than a kilometer 
from City Hall, still contained evidence like 
tooters and other drug paraphernalia. 

On Wednesday, workers using a payloader, 
crowbars, hammers and saws leveled at least 
53 shanties that had been converted into 
“shabu restaurants" in Mapayapa compound 
in Barangay Sto. Tomas. 

The demolition, on Eusebio's orders, came 
five days after a PNP special task force 
swooped down on the area and arrested more 
than 300 persons, including pregnant women. 
and children, The compound had been de- 
clared off limits, but city officials claimed no 
police officers were posted there to guard it. 

The compound still looked like a garbage 
dump yesterday. Scavengers combed the ruins for 
pillows, plastic and pieces of wood. A backhoe 
scooped debris and loaded it onto garbage trucks. 


Senate probe 

Sen. Manuel Vilar, chair of the Senate com- 
mittee on public order and illegal drugs, said 
Eusebio might be liable if it were proven that 
the demolition also destroyed vital evidence. 

*]think Eusebio was just showing that he is 
adamant and he does not tolerate the opera- 
tion of shabu (dens) in his city,” he said. 

Villar also said his committee would inves: 
tigate next week not just the “shabu super- 
market" їп Pasig but also the status of the gov- 
ernment drive against the drug menace, 

"This will be the start of our investigation in- 
to the whole problem of illegal drugs in the en- 
tire country. We believe that what we saw in 

just a small aspect of this large problem 
of legal drugs in the Philippines,” he said. 

“There might be more shabu supermarkets 
that may even surpass Shoemart," Villar said, 
referring to one of the country's largest malls, 


Palace cautious 

Malacafiang’s reaction to the Pasig affair 
was also cautious, 

“think the mayor meant well and wanted to 
doa symbolic gesture in bringing down a physi- 
cal structure. But in so doing, he may have de- 
stroyed evidence that may be crucial in the on- 
going investigation of the police," said Michael 
Defensor, presidental chief of staf. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez said the 
National Bureau of Investigation was con- 
ducting its own inquiry. 

“The mere fact that there was a demolition 
could mean that either there is a coversup ог 
that they have already gathered enough evi- 
dence to strengthen their case," Gonzalez said. 
If it is established that Eusebio suppressed evi- 
dence he would be liable as an accessory. 

Eusebio maintained the demolition of the 
shabu restaurants was legal and he would co- 
operate with any investigation. 

"We are ready to face them in cour,” legal 
officer Carlos Abesamis told the INQUIRER. 


City defends move 

“The neighbors had been asking the mayor to 
destroy the structures to erase the stigma already 
attached to the community” Abesamis said, 

He said the demolition was legal, citing the 
Civil Code, which states that the government 
has the authority to demolish structures which 
pose ап imminent danger to the community. 

He also denied the operation had caused 
the destruction of evidence. 

“We took some precautions in case the court 
‘would want to visualize the real situation on the 
ground, Before the demolition, we took video 
footages and pictures," Abesamis said, 

"The city council has demanded an explana- 
tion, by this afternoon, from Barangay Sto. 
‘Tomas chair Jesus Viray or he would face sus- 
pension. Viray denied involvement in the shabu 
‘operations and said "the truth will set me free.” 

Charges of gross negligence and derelic- 
tion of duty have been filed against Viray. 

The council is also waiting for the owner of 
the compound to surface. Two land titles cov- 
ering parts of the compound were traced to a 
certain Amin Imam Boratong. 

The antinarcotics task force in Camp 
Crame has begun its investigation into the 
possible culpability of district police officers. 

Director Marcelo Ele said his office would 
determine if Chief Supt. Oscar Valenzuela was 
also liable. The National Capital Region olice 
Office is conducting a parallel inquiry. 

Valenzuela is head of the Eastern Police 
District, which includes the cities of Marikina, 
Mandaluyong and Pasig, and the town of San 
Juan. 
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е ‘THE TEAM that made it happen isnow 
up fora best research and ә 
development project award from the 
Department of Science and Technology 
-geologist Dr. Carlo Primo David and 
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personal | via, 727 
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Housed in a silver waterproof box the p 
ofa suitcase, the AMS can also monitor water ё ^ x v S 3 d RR MORE ORATION УГ тоу 
and air temperature, river flow rates and wa- ist ou иезин минаване cm. 
ter turbidity The recorded data are sent 
straight from the field to a cell phone as a text 
message. 
“We don't have immediate access to weath- 
er data except for Pagasa's (Philippine Atmo- 
spheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Ser- 


vices Administration) weather bulletins," еЗ 
David said in interview with the INQUIRER yes- "A 
terday. 

For David, the AMS potential to change the 


way we live our lives is the rel significance of 
the team’s invention. 
"I want to know if it’s raining in Makati. If MARKETING CORPORATION 


it's cold at Lafayette [on Rapu-Rapu Island 


Albay],” he . "Should Lb: jack- 
inl]! hey Shot bini yn EXCLUSIVE MARKETING NETWORK FOR S-TA.LUCIA 


“In Mindoro, for example, nobody knew Realiy & Development, Inc. 
that the rains were already so heavy in the 


mountains because the only weather station congratulates its Outstanding Sales Force for the Year 2005 
of Pagasa is in Calapan,” he said. 
The weather bureau has only 58 meteoro- ‚тезе эри era WIDE TET UTERE e 
logical stations and 27 agro-meteorological OUTSTANDING VICE-PRESIDENTS FOR SALES 
stations for the country's 7,107 islands, forc- ROYALE SALES PINNACLE AW ABO EES 5. uos 
ing meteorologists to rely on data from one . 
station to cover large areas. 


No operator required 
Unlike the stations used by Pagasa, the - AZUCENA F. ROOT 

AMS does not require an operator to be pre- Vice-President for Sales Division 3 

sent to collect data. A rechargeable motorcy- 3 К x 

cle battery powers the AMS, allowing the sta- "Royale Crown Performance Award z > OE 

tion to be left unattended in the field for three “Ist Place Royale Sales Рипасіе Award / - 

to five months. E -Royale Achiever’ Амол 


їс сап also be programmed to send out data 3 F fd ry) 
to the mobile phone at regular intervals in- t А 
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pO 


stead of sending out a message only after re- 
ceiving a missed call. 

The AMS was originally designed to 
monitor river conditions remotely, a task 1 
that has become too tedious for a water Ý RUSTICA S. RAMOS 1 AMANCIO S. MATIC 
quality expert like David, who is often Vee Present for Sales. E Ver Present for Salos | исе ?'авави for Stes 
tapped by government agencies and поп- tz = etn. 
government organizations to conduct in- gn Pace P | arc апа Funrerap in Recrutmant 


vestigations of mine accidents and pollu- rr sedie nee 
tion cases. 


ps 


Lafayette mine spill > 

David was part of the independent team " — 
formed by the Department pee EGCTDORS., 
and Natural Resources to investigate the mine 2 
tailing spills оп Rapu-Rapu Island, site of the 
P1 4-billion gold project of Lafayette Mining 
Inc, an Australian firm. 

“Itravel a lot, and I'm tired of going back 
to places to monitor the same things. It's 
such a hassle and it costs too much, so the 
idea came: Why not just leave an instru- 
ment there that can record the data I need 7 5 т 
without me having to go to the field?" he 1 d лы 
жы : - К, Horum Arr 8h Pace Ropa Pana rt 

David's practical challenge was taken se- 
пошу by three Don Bosco students who 
made the concept of AMS their thesis last 
year. 

Computer engineering students Ardin 
Lopez, 24; Von Padlan, 24, and Allan 
Malunes, 25, designed and created a river em 
monitoring system that would replace field Кара x blur f 
data collection visits with a simple automated. i оюлат юйюн mean! тыы сат: атан дина 
system. 


First AMS 

The first AMS has a propeller that moni- 
tors the velocity of water. Increases in water 
velocity serve as a precursor to flooding, al- 
lowing scientists to monitor flow rates and 
warn government officials before a flood 
hits 

The volume of river silt, indicating water 
turbidity, and the presence of dissolved solids, 
indicating conductivity, are also measured. T [0 dili oem 
‘Anomalies in turbidity and conductivity may Cr E ace An 


indicate environmental change or water pol- кшш Ош ШОУ 


lution. ^ Our eleventh year marks another milestone-in ou 

"The students, supervised by David and Dr. *: Gia. Lucia Realty & Devel "m EET 

Cesar Llorente, completed the first AMS in Ju- la. Lucia Realty & Development Inc., our joint 

y зя year, after a year of conceptualization | outstanding individuals who have shown their utmost 

whe чар received а grant of P100,000 our goals for global competitiveness, our team is now gearing up to conquer foreign markets through quality real estate 
from the Department of Science and Tech- projects—making Royale Homes Marketing Corporation truly world-class. 

nology and P20,000 from the Marikina gov- 
ernment, which is keen on installing the de- 
vice to monitor the Marikina River. 
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date for the best research and development 
project to be awarded by the DOST and 5 
Philippine Council for Industry and Energy The 11th Annual Awards and General Assembly will be held today, February 17, 2006 


Research and Development. With areport at the Philippine Stock Exchange Auditorium, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
from David A. Hayes 
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NBI raid nets biggest ketamine drug haul 


“MURA, MATIBAY, MAGANDA 
AT GAWA РА NG PILIPINO” 
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"IMTATION IS PUNISHABLE BY LAW 
A.C. NAVARRO PATENTED PRODUCTS 
EO TAYTAY Ы MAYPAJO, CALOOCAN CITY 
Tel. Nos.: 288-7172 + Tolofax: 288-3689 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


AGENTS OF THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF IN- 
vestigation (NBI) seized during a raid on 
Wednesday P53 million worth of ketamine 
hydrochloride, described as “the biggest 
haul" ever, of the drug which is reportedly fast 
becoming popular among young adults. 

The 53,304 vials of liquid ketamine were 
discovered in the house of Harris Abichan- 
di, an Indian businessman, on Hamburg St., 
Merville Subdivision, Parafiaque City 
Abichandi, 47, was arrested by NBI agents. 

“Past raids involving ketamine have not 
yielded this much,” NBI officer in charge 
Nestor Mantaring said in a press conference 
yesterday. “This may well be the bureau's 
biggest ketamine haul so far.” 

Abichandi, however, denied the allega- 
tions against him, saying he was only an 
“ordinary” trader. "Somebody just deliv- 
ered the shipment to me" the suspect said, 
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NBI acting chief Nc 
Harris Abichandi. 
found in his home. 


THE RICH TASTE OF 


GOLD 


lestor Mantaring (right) questions Indian trader 
ег P53 million worth of ketamine drugs were 
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adding that he was cooperating with au- 
thorities on the investigation, 

Regional Director Reynaldo Esmeralda, 
NBI Special Task Force (STF) chief, said 
they conducted the raid after receiving a tip 
from an informant that a big drug shipment 
arrived from India and passed through the 
Bureau of Customs (BOC) last Monday. Af- 
ter confirming that the cargo was delivered 
to the suspect, NBI STF agents immediately 
applied for a search warrant. 

NBI National Capital Region director Ru- 
el Lasala explained that Indian traders usu- 
ally import liquid ketamine from their 
country and then sell the drug to Taiwanese 
and Chinese drug traffickers for processing 
into powder form. The finished products 
are then shipped to Taiwan, Singapore and 
Hong Kong, where they have become as 
popular as Ecstasy tablets, Lasala added. 

“The vials, which cost about a thousand 
each, triple in price when sold in powder 
form abroad,” he explained. Apart from its 
hallucinogenic effects on party goers, ke- 
tamine can also be used by sex predators to 
disable their victims. “Liquid ketamine can 
easily be mixed with beverages while the 
powder form can be sprinkled on 
cigarettes,” Lasala said, explaining that ke- 
tamine use could increase blood pressure 
by 85 percent and the heart rate by 20 per- 
cei. 

Ketamine is a legal drug sold as a sedative 
for animals or as anesthetic for humans. 
When used on people, it acts as а disassocia- 
tive anesthesia, making the user vaguely 
aware of, but detached from all bodily sen- 
sations. Its most common effects are deliri- 

am, vivid hallucinations, confusion, violent 

or aggressive behavior, vertigo, slurred 
speech, delayed reaction time, euphoria, 
and amnesia. 

Last year, the Dangerous Drugs Board re- 
classified ketamine as a controlled sub- 
stance to make unauthorized possession of 
the drug punishable by law. 

Esmeralda said he would send two of his 
agents to India next week to identify who 
was behind the importation. "We will also 
investigate Abichandi’s possible connec- 
tions at the BOC,” he added. 

Mantaring said charges for violation of 
Republic Act 9165 or the Comprehensive 
Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002 had been filed 
against the suspect. No bail was recom- 
mended for Abichandis temporary free- 
dom. 


‘Car hijacking 
suspect not one 
of us—MMDA 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


HE'S NOTOURS. 

The Metropolitan Manila Development 
Authority (MMDA) yesterday said that the 
car theft suspect who was killed by police- 
men in La Union on Tuesday was not one of 
the agency's traffic enforcers. 

MMDA Traffic Operations Center Execu- 
tive Director Angelito Vergel de Dios said 
that Estiven Liwanag was never one of their 
employees. “We do not have a man named 
Estiven Liwanag on our records. What we 
have is one Ernesto Liwanag,” said Vergel de 
Dios. Liwanag was shot dead by members of 
the Philippine National Police Traffic Man- 
agement Group (PNP-TMG) Region 4 in 
Santo Tomas, La Union on Tuesday morn- 
ing. 

The police recovered from the suspect an 
identification card which showed that he 
was an MMDA traffic enforcer. Vergel de 
Dios, however, said the 1D card could be 
fake. 

‘Two other suspects, Roberto Pepito and 
Raymond Bongabong, both of Las Piñas 
City, were also arrested in Tuesday's police 
operation. 

The two, along with Liwanag, were sus- 
pected of hijacking a car driven by Richard 
Capili, a 19-year-old nursing student, on 
Sunday. Capili was killed in the incident, 


Family turns over 
minor to city jail 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


A BOY WHO ESCAPED FROM THE PASIG 
City Jail earlier this week was surrendered by 
his family to authorities yesterday. 

The 17-year-old boy, jailed on robbery 
charges, was among the 10 children who es- 
caped on Monday. 

But when the teenager visited his 6- 
month-old child in their house in Barangay 
Bagong Пор in Pasig City yesterday, his fam- 
ily decided to bring him to the Barangay 
Hall. Officials later turned the boy over to 
jail authorities. 

“We talked to his family to convince his 
relatives to surrender the boy to us. We 
knew he would first go there,” barangay 
chair Ferdinand Avis told the Inquinen, The 
boy was among the 10 minors who escaped 
from the city jail early Monday morning by 
sawing the iron grills on the window and 
jumping off a five-meter wall to freedom, 
‘One other escapee has already been caught. 
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umps can stay open for now, says BF 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


and DJ Yap 


THE NAVOTAS AND PAYATAS 
controlled dumps can continue to 
operate, despite the Feb. 16 dead- 
line set for the closure of all con- 
trolled waste dumps as required 
by Republic Act (RA) 9903, or the 
Ecological Solid Waste Manage- 


ment Act of 2000. 


Officials of the Metropolitan 
Manila Development Authority 


(MMDA) and the Quezon City 
government said the dumps will 
remain open until preparations 
for their safe and “environmen- 
tally sound” shutdown are com- 
pleted. 

“The controlled dumps were 
allowed by the National Solid 
Waste Management Board 
(NSWMB) to be used until the 
slopes of the garbage pile have 
been prepared in such a way that 
there is no danger of ponding of 


waste water, 
ardous,” said 


the garbage pile. 


Tonmentaly sound. 


GIFT OF LOVE 


Nini Quezon Avancefa (right), daughter of the late President Manuel L. Quezon, 
spearheads the planting of "Mussuenda Doña Aurora," named after her mother, former 
First Lady Doña Aurora, at the grounds of the Hospicio de San Jose in Manila, with 
environment advocates from the Makati Garden Club and Winner Foundation. 
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Сор 
in hot 
water 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


^ QUEZON CITY 
policeman and three 
other men were ar- 
rested Wednesday 
for allegedly extort- 
ing money from 
Taguig City resi- 
dents. 

Authorities identi- 
fied the suspects as 
P02 Alberto Gomez 
of the Quezon City 
Police District, Paci 
со Guinto, Domi- 
nador Prudencio and 
Rodolfo Pastrana Jt., 
all from Caloocan 
Ciy. 

They were arrest- 
ed after Zenaida Li- 
brea, of Purok 13, 
Zone 6 in Signal Vil- 
lage, Taguig City 
called up the police- 
теп to complain. 

According to Li- 
brea, the four were 
trying to force her to 
buy thousands of pe 
sos worth of tickets 
from their group, the 
Citizen Crimebuster 
Network. 

Upon investiga- 
tion, the police found 
out that the four men 
had been going 
around the city, pos- 
ing as members of 
the local govern- 
ments engineering 
office and looking for 
houses or establish- 
ments that were un- 
der construction. 

1f the owners had 
failed to secure the 
necessary building 
permits from City 
Hall, the four would 
force them to buy 
tickets worth P3,000 
to P5000 in ex 
change for "getting 
them off the hook,” 
the police said. 

According to Ana 
Santos, public infor- 
mation officer, two 
more complainants 
have surfaced and 
claimed that they 
were also vietimized 
by the four men. 


Truckers plan new rally 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


È 
A GROUP OF TRUCK DRIVERS 
will reportedly stage another ral- 
ly to protest the load limit being 
imposed on trucks plying the 
North Luzon Expressway (NLEx). 

Newly appointed Northern 
Police District director Chief 
Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil an- 
nounced this yesterday follow- 
ing a meeting with officials of 
the Manila North Tollways Corp. 
(MNTC), which operates the ex- 
pressway. 

Last week, traffic was jammed 
for hours in roads leading to the 


NLEx as hundreds of members of 
thé Alliance of Concerned Truck 
Owners and Organizations (Ac- 
too), on board their trucks, tried 
to stage a rally near the toll gate. 
They were stopped, however, by 
the police. 

The MNTC imposes load lim- 
it of 13.5 tons per axle and 
Charges truckers — between 
P1,500 and P2,700 for each vio- 
lation. The truckers have asked 
fora moratorium. 

“We have received reports 
about the truckers’ plan, but we 
are ready to prevent it," Bataoil 
said. 
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which is haz- 
MMDA Chair 
Bayani Fernando yesterday. 
Ponding refers to the accumu- 
lation of waste water at the top of 


“For a dump to be closed, the 
requirement is it should be envi- 


haven't filled the dump up to a 
certain capacity that would allow 
a viable closure, it means the 
dumping of more garbage ... [ог 


Poi- Poran 17824 2081 


else] it would create an environ- 
mental hazard,” MMDA General 
Manager Robert Nacianceno 
said. 

As explained during Wednes- 
day's 9th Consultative Meeting at 
the MMDA for the implementa- 
tion of RA 9003, the accumulated 
trash in the dumps should be of 
the required height and slope to 
ensure that the trash would be 
leveled off evenly prior to clo- 
sure, to avoid a trash slide. 


If they 


METROBRIEFS 
Taxi driver shot dead 


АТАХ! driver was shot dead by two men in Marik- 
ina City Wednesday night. Mark Claro Jr., 32, was 
talking to a street vendor on Bayan-Bayanan Av- 
enue, Barangay Marikina Heights when two men 
approached them and shot Ciaro in the head. The 
suspects then fled on board a dark colored Honda 
Civic. Witnesses described one of the killers as 
about 5'6" tall, between 35-40 years old, wearing 
a shirt and a pair of denim pants. A relative told 
investigators Claro had been receiving death 
threats before he was killed, possibly because of 
the P3,000 he had borrowed from a lender. His 
fellow taxi drivers also told investigators they 
knew that somebody had threatened to kill the 
victim. Police recovered two spent shells froma 
.45-caliber gun at the crime scene. 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


AIM alumni homecoming 
THE MBA CLASS '86 wil host the Asian Institute 
‘of Management (AIM) alumni homecoming this 
year. Opening the celebration is the AIM Triple A 
Cup Badminton Tournament on Feb. 25 at the 
Manila Polo Club, followed by the AIM2Lead Cup 
2006 Golf Tournament on March atthe Ayala 
Greenfield бо! & Leisure Club. The highlight will 
be the AIM Alumni Homecoming 2006 Night on 
March 3, 7:30 p.m. at the NBC Tent, Fort Bonifa- 
cio, Global City. Registration is at 5:30 p.m. In- 
move Communications Inc. chef executive officer 
Gil B. Genio is the overall chair of the homecom- 
ing. For more information, please сай the AIM 
Alumni Center at 893-7410 or 811-6606. 


KID CENTER MARKS 4TH YEAR 
‘Muntinlupa City Mayor Jaime R. Fresnedi 
(second from left) with Pastor Paul Chase 
during the 4th anniversary of the Social 

Development Center for street children. 
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Quezon City Mayor Feliciano 
Belmonte Jr. also confirmed that 
its business as usual at Payatas al- 
though he stressed that the con- 
trolled dump will only process the 
city’s garbage. He added that the 
city government had already sub- 
mitted а “closure plan" to the De- 
partment of Environment and Nat- 
ural Resources (DENR) detailing 
its plan to rehabilitate the dump. 
But while the Payatas dump re- 
mained open, Navotas Mayor To- 


by Tiangco ordered the temporary 
closure of the Tanza controlled 
dump and the diversion of the 
town's garbage to the Montalban 
trash facility. Tiangco said he had 
written the DENR to ask for a саг. 
ification regarding the depart: 
ments announcement that local 
government units operating a 
controlled dump would be al: 
lowed to complete their closure 
plan with the approval of the 
NSWMB. With Nancy C. Carvajal 
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"Wizards do the trick 


Magnolia takes Heroes Cup with stunning late blast 


By Jasmine W. Payo From the stars to the support- rule the PBL Heroes Cup with a 

ing cast, the Wizards showcased 75-60 triumph yesterday in their. 
THE MAGNOLIA WIZARDS TURNED LETHAL IN THE CLOSING their attacking flair to repulse the do-or-die Game 5 match at the 
minutes to complete their phenomenal comeback. Rain or Shine Elasto Painters and WIZARDS) A26 
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Clark Field’s dilemma 


CLARK AIR BASE USED TO HAVE 
the best public image of any US 
military installation in the Far 
East before it was abandoned by 
the Americans due to the Mt. 
Pinatubo eruption in 1991. 

In its heyday Clark Field 
served as a staging point for 
strategic airlifts, including rescue 
and emergency cases; main- 
tained a program of air-combat 
readiness and provided modem 
training for air crews from the 
United States, the Philippines and 
America's allies. The base was al- 
зо used extensively during the 
Korean War and served as a logis- 
tics transit point during the Viet- 
nam War. Clark was a place to be 
proud of, a place where the Til- 
ipino.workers eamed higher- 
than-average wages, а place 
‘where the locals enjoyed the lat- 
est American fads and gave many 
young girs a chance at American 
citizenship. 

Now things are different. Men- 
tion Clark and one of the things 
that comes to mind is the issue of 
toxic waste contamination. The 
issue raises more questions than 
answers when it is taken up. For 
instance, people are now con- 
fused over two recent conflicting 
reports on the toxic waste issue. 

First is the response of Antonio 
Ng, Clark Development Corp. 
president and chief executive of- 
ficer, to a question asked by In- 
Quam correspondents on the 
presence of toxic wastes left by 
the American military in Clark 
(PDI, 2/1/06). Said Ng: “In all 
the ` investment applications, 
theres always the DENR certifi- 
cation. We deputize people to 
make sure businesses comply 
with environmental require- 
ments. A two-year study in 1995- 
96 identified where the risks are 
and what steps to make. 

"When we looked at the sites, 
it tumed out that in Mabalacat, 
construction debris had been 
treated by the Americans with 
pesticide control. In another area, 
they noted oil contamination. 
During the time of the Ameri 
cans, this was the place where 
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they practiced fire drills and test- 
ed their capability to fight fire... 
Thisisa non-issue.” 

Оп the other hand, Tonette 
Orejas of the PDI Central Luzon 
desk, had reported that two per- 
sons died of toxicrelated illnesses 
(PDI, 1/19/06). 

‘According to Orejas, one of the 
victims was 54-year-old Rosalin 
da Pineda—a woman belonging 
10a group of 47 people who test- 
ей positive for high levels of ar- 
senic and lead in their blood after 
living їп an evacuation center 
said to be contaminated with mil- 
itary pollutants—who died of a 
kidney ailment. 

Pineda was the first to die 
among the "Cabcom 47,” said the 
People’s Task Force for Bases 
‘Cleanup. A native of Porac, Pineda 
resided at the Clark Airbase Com- 
mand for four years together with 
about 20,000 families who were 
evacuated there following the Mt. 
Pinatubo eruption in 1991. 

‘Another former evacuee, Ro- 
gelio Banque, also died of a toxic- 
related illness. 

‘Over time, I have repeatedly 
written that the toxic problem in 
Clark В а serious matter. I have 
‘opposed the proposal to build а 
modem sports complex there 
mainly because the reported 
presence of contaminated chemi- 
cals there could be harmful to the 
physical and mental health of the 
athletes. who would be housed 
there. 1 also said the Americans 
have moral obligation to clean up 
the toxic wastes they left behind, 
even though the 1947 RP.US Mil- 
itary Bases Agreement did not re- 
quire environmental remedia- 
tion. Methinks no govemment 
should be allowed to take for 
granted this problem by merely 
invoking legal justification. The 
issue here is not legal, but moral. 


Stil, Purefoods Chunkee 
can ше them аз motiva- 
tional tools today when the 
Giants go for а third 
straight win and the lead 
over Red Bull in Game 5 of. 
their best-of-seven series at 
the Araneta Coliseum. 

‘The Giants tied the se- 
ries at 2-2 and reduced the 
championship duel into a 
bestofihree after toppling 
the Bullsin Game 4. 

Tt was a victory literally 
made possible by Raym 
do's desire to prove a point after losing 
the Player of the Conference award to 
Red Bulls Enrico Villanueva earlier 

‘After hitting clutch baskets in the 
stretch and standing out in the defensive 
end to key a 96-91 win on Wednesday 


| PIVOTAL GAME 5 


Awakened Giants 2! 
have momentum 


KERBY RAYMUNDO'S FAILED BID AT THE CONFERENCE MVP PLUM 
couldn't be worse than the ACL tear that took Jondan Salvador out of the 
‘San Mig Coffee PBA Fiesta Conference championship series for good. 


GAME TODAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
645 pm—Puretoods 
vs Red Bull Barako 
SERIES RESULTS 
Game 1—Red Buli d. 
Purefoods, 107-102 
Game 2— Red Bull d. 
Purefoods, 98-84 
Game 3—Purefooós. 
d. Red Bull 103-97 
Game 4—Purefoods 
d Red Bull, 96-91 


Raymundo broke down in 
tears after the game. 

He did not talk to scribes 
about Villanueva selection, 
although he made his feel- 
ings known on national 
television when he said that 
he was the true MVP of the 
conference. 

“Were back in the se- 
ries,” said Raymundo, who 
vowed to lead his team to 
the title. “God is good and 
Hes always there kahit 
тау nawala sa amin (even 
ifwelosta player)” 

"Come Friday, its going to be war" 
said Purefoods coach Ryan Gregorio. 

‘Another victory today would move 
him and his Giants closer to duplicating 
a feat they achieved in the 2002 Gover- 
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nors Cup against the Alaska Aces. 

"They won two straight games, we 
‘won the last two and for sure, nobody is 
going to give an inch,” added Gregorio, 
who masterfully steered the then-Tender 
Juicy Hotdogs to a seven-game title con- 
quest ofthe Aces. 

‘Raymundo could find Ше underneath 
harder with fronteourt partner Salvador 
ош for the rest of the series after ruptur- 
ing ligaments in his right-knee during a 
fastbreak play in the first quater. 

‘And the Bulls could pounce on this by 
attacking the paint more often and bait- 
ing Marquin Chandler, Mark Pingris and 
Richard Yee, all foul-prone Giants, into 
early four trouble. 

"This is the time when the series gets 
‘more exciting,” said Red Bull coach Yeng 
Guiao. 

“Again, Го not putting the blame оп 
anyone in the team. 1 know they tried 
hard; too bad the calls went the other 


мау? June Navarro 


RED Buil's Larry Fonacier str 
Marquin Chandler in Game 4. 


From page A25 
jampacked San Andres Gym. 

Finals Most Valuable Player Kelly 
Williams and Arwind Santos delivered the 
clutch plays for the Wizards, who over- 
come a 0-2 deficit in the best-of-five series. 

‘A lot of credit, though, also went to a 
‘bunch of talented but unheralded players led 
by Jeff Chan, who received the Pivotal Player 
citation, RJ Rizada and Jason Misolas. 

“1з not just Arwind Santos, anybody can 
‘step up,” said Magnolia coach Koy Banal. 

"We couldn't do anything about the 0-2 
(record), but our faith gave us the strength 
and positive attitude to go on, to work 
hard and believe," added Banal. 

Williams put on another dominant dis- 


play with 14 points and 14 rebounds. Chan 
topscored with 16 markers, while Santos 
and Misolas delivered 15 apiece. 

‘The Painters played without Most Valu- 
able Player Jojo Tangkay, who was sus 
pended for committing two unsportsman- 
like fouls in the series. 

‘The final outcome hardly reflected the 
tight match. It was close throughout until 
the Wizards pulled away from а 56-56 
deadlock in the final three minutes. 

‘The Wizards surged ahead with a 9-0 
tear, including a Santos triple for a 65-56 
advantage with 1:23 minutes remaining. 

The Painter scoreless streak contin- 
ued, allowing the Wizards to pad their 
lead by as many as 16 points, 73-57. 


^1 give credit to the five players on the 
floor (in the closing minutes),” said Banal. 
“They made a stop in every defensive pos- 
session that’s why the blowout.” 

Behind the efforts of Chan, who strung up 
eight points in the third quarter, the Wizards 
bounced back after the break for a 42-37 lead. 

"The Wizards, though, could not extend 
the lead further after Erwin Sta. Maria and 
Ronjay Enrile fired back-to-back treys to 
cut the gap, 44-43. 

‘The Painters continued to match the 
Wizards aggressive play with Junjun Ca- 
batu nailing seven consecutive points in 
the fourth period to tie the game at 56. 

t was the Painters who seized the early 
lead, 12-6, behind big man Marvin Orüguer- 


Wizards do the trick, snatch PBL Hero 
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Wynn's Connec- 
tion (4), Real Mag- 
ic (5). Соо! Cielo 
(2). Golden Era (3) 


to halt Luisita's 
amazing streak 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales 


DAVAO—CANLUBANG, OUTCLASSED 
the last time around, takes another shot at 
the Seniors championship to embellish its 
dominant stature in the Philippine Air- 
lines Interclub golf tournament which 
starts here today. 

led by defending champion Tommy 
Manotoc, the Canlubang shotmakers re- 
main the oniy team with a legitimate 
chance to stop Luisita’s record bid for a 
sixth straight tide—and 13th overall— 
since the event for players 55 years and 
abovestarted in 1988. 

Luisita overpowered Canlubang by 24 
points, 487-463, last year as the Tarlac- 
based squad powered by Iggy Clavecilla, 
Alex. Montelibano, Francis Gaston and 
Richie Garcia delivered a fitting tribute to 
their then recently departed team captain, 
Rudy Samson. 

‘The core of that crack Luisita team is 
back, but Canlubang is no pushover this 
time with Luigi Yulo, Rollie Viray, Bing 
Bunye and Bayo Adriano backstopping 
Manotoc, who is actually seeking a third 
consecutive individual crown. 


BY TOP CHOICE 


‘The Seniors barde is actually an exten: 
sion of the old Canlubang Luisita rivalry în 
the centerpiece men's regular division, 
which the Laguna parbusters have domi- 
nated with 12 tiles so far as against eight 
by their arch rivals. 

The two squads renew their rivalry 
starting tomorrow at the flat Lanang Golf 
‘and Country Club before they move to the 
tough Apo course for the final round of the 
36 hole event on Sunday. 

‘Also seeing action tomorrow are the 
‘dubs in the Founders Division won by Vil- 
lamor last year over Negros Occidental 
and Wack Wack. 

‘Davao Mayor Rodrigo Duterte launched 
the 59th edition of the popular touma- 
ment yesterday by hitting the ceremonial 
drive at Lanang. 

‘Action in the Friendship and Sportswrit- 
ers Divisions will usher in today the three- 
дау event which drew 73 teams, including 
24 foreign clubs. The US-based Maharlika 
Golf Club ruled the Friendship class last 
year while Hawaii FiLAm Club scored in 
the Sportswriters category. 

‘This year’s major sponsors are Action 
Asia, Airbus, Boeing, GE Aviation, GMA 7, 


' Mifioza opens with 69 
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PHILIPPINE Airlines vice president for marketing support Felix Cruz hits one of six 
ceremonial drives to officially open the 20th PAL Seniors Interclub at the Apo Golf & 
Country Club in Davao City yesterday. Joining Cruz in doing the honors were some of. 
Davao's top sportsmen, including Vice Mayor Luis Bongoyan, presidential adviser Jesus 
Dureza, Commissioner Leon Montemayor of the Philippine Sports Commission, 


Roberto Dakudao Sr. of co-host Lanang and 


Honda Cars Davao, INQ7.net, Joey 92.3, 
Royal Caribbean Intemational, Pagcor, 
People Asia, Premier Wine & Spirits, Rudy 
Project and UMBN. 

 ABS-CBN Intemational, Fortune Tobac- 


Interclub chair Domingo Duerme. 


со and Radio Mindanao Network are the 
corporate sponsors while 96.3 WRock, Asia 
Brewery, Century Park Hotel, Honda Meg- 
amorors, SM City Davao and Tanduay 
Rhum are the minor sponsors. 


DHL nat'l | jungolf series tomorrow 


THE COUNTRYS TOP JUNGOLFERS AND 
age-groupers are seeing action in the first 
DHL-WWW Express National Age-Group 
Golf Championships which get underway 
tomorrow at the Orchard Golf and Coun- 
try Club course in Dasmarifas, Cavite. 
Events on tap are the 15-17, 13-14, 11- 
12 and 9-10 divisions for both boys and 
giris. The series is a 36-hole event with the 


top two placers in each group advancing to 
the national finals set in May at Villamor. 
“We always believe that there are so 
many untapped talents in the provinces,” 
said DHL and WWW Express chair Rod Fe- 
liciano, also the NGAP honorary chair. 
The series schedule: Ocha Feb. 1820 and Fe, 25 
T: Patio de Oro, Marh 11-12; Nes Ozon Golf 
and Cory Cb, Mach 2924, Camp ein Hay, Ap 67. 


World No. 3 heads HK 


FRANKIE MINOZA SHOTA 
three-under-par 69 Thursday 
fora share of 19th spot before 
darkness suspended play in the 
first round of the Asian Tour's 
$1.25 million Malaysian Open. 

‘The 43-year-old Mifioza shota 
35-34 round built around four 
birdies against a bogey to be five 
shots behind provisional leader 
Miguel Angel Jimenez, who was 
working on a flawless 8-under 
card with stilla hole to play. 

‘Thawom Wiratchant of Thai- 
Jand completed his round at 65, 
shooting eight birdies against a 

[os н 


a closed the first period witha 
[c by a Santos trey to give the 
\-: advantage, 16-14. 
he, which previously carried 
oat Paints, never won a win- 
fateh in the finals series. The 
park in Game 7 in the 2001 
»pped two best-of-five con- 
Fash Liquid Detergent in 
s Montana in 2005. 


bogey, even as Angelo Que, the 
only other Filipino in the 150- 
player field, lef the course with a 
2-under card after 12 holes. 

Que birdied two of his first 
three holes at the back before. 
dropping shots on the 14th and. 
17th holes of the Kuala Lumpur 
Golf and Country Club course. 

Jimenez, the Spanish star, 
‘opened with а birdie-birdie eagle. 
string and had three more birdies 
inarow from the 14th. 

Irishmen Gary Murphy and 
Francesco Molinari and two oth- 
ers were tied for third after 66s. 


Ole! 


challenge in RP Open 


LADIES SINGLES WORLD NO. 3 
WANG CHEN displays her class act. 
before local fans and against an 
equally talented field when she 
spearheads the Hong Kong chal- 
lenge in the Bingo Bonanza Philip- 
pine Open Badminton Champi- 
onships se March 1 at the 
PhilSports Arena. 

The 30-year-old Chen is fresh off 
a third place finish in the recent Ger- 
man Open and a quarterfinal stint in 
the All England Open. 

She is among a bunch of world- 


Race `2—(ОпЛгу— 
Cool Turner (7), Earth Angel (6), Ol 
Ole! (4), Hot Number (5) 

Race 3— (Iti) Bull Rider (5), Honour N Fame 
(2), Sharon's Cookie (4) 

Race 4—(Qrt/Ti Empire Trish (6), Divine 
Right 95), Silver Music (3), Lady Be Gold (1) 

Race 5— (Tr Golden Fantasiy (5), D As In Dixie 
(a), Man Power (2) 

Race S. (ORI Tony's Secret (2), Record 
Holder (6), Lucky Fil (1), Premiere Event (4) 

Race 7—(ür/Tri)—Just Joshua (4), Sir Benjo 
(6), Ingay ingay (7), Miss Bobon/Scene 

Stealer (3) 

Race 8—(Ort/Tri}—The Dominator (2), El Love 
Senora (5), Strong Jays (1), Southern Prince (4) 

Race 9—(Super &/Or/Iri) Key Бетел! (7), Uncle 
Buck (2), Queen's Abbey/Clear Stone (8), War 
Bird (6), Real Tough (4), Gun Powder (8) 


$120,000 event. 

presented by 

PLDT Business 

Solutions, orga- 

nized by IMG 

and sponsored 

by Bingo Bo- 

nanza, PLDT, 

NCand Smart. 

The winner of both the Indone- 

sian Open and the Asian Champi- 

onships last year, Chen will be up 

against the crack Dutch tandem of 

Yao Jie and Mia Audina Tjiptawan, 
ranked Nos. 6 and 7in the world. 


chan 16 Santos 15, Mesos 15 ams 
‘sip, Valera 2, 02. 

ME 50—Cabatu 21, Origuerra 15, 
5, Reyes 4, Tan 3, Sagad 2, Mala- 


|i 29-31, 46-44, 75-60, 
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ASIA INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONEERS, INC. 


Your Best Source of Quality Machines in Asia 


Mau Camp. Argonaut 
Hi-way, Subic Bay Freeport 
Tone, Philippines 


Tel #: (63-47) 252-3333 
Fan (63-47) 252-6840 - (63-07) 252-1441 


FEB. 22, 23, 24 & 25, 2006 


(Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday) 
Sale Starts at 8:00 a.m. 
DON'T MISS THE BIGGEST 
AUCTION OF THE YEAR! 
Inspection Dates: 
Feb. 18, 19, 20 & 21 


(Saturday, Sunday, Monday & Tuesday) 


Email: aiainc@subictel.com 
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Move now to see 
the Hong Kong Sever 


PT ТҮ move is to book a Cathay Pace Fiy'n See Hong Kong 


31 March - 2 April 2006 to celebrate 30 years of the Hong Kong Sevens. Getting tickers to this 
wildly. popular event is always a challenge, so move now! Contact the Cathay Pacific Airways 
office in Маайа at 02-7570888, in Cebu at 032-2313747 or visit www.cathaypacific.com/ph 


Now you're really flying. 


КЭШ CATHAY PACIFIC’ 


jwvwcathaypacilic.com/ph Airline of the Year 2005 
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BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS—PAUL PIERCE BE- 


came the first Celtic since Larry Bird in 


1985 to 


score 50 points, but LeBron James responded with 
a triple-double that helped Cleveland edge Boston 


in double overtime. 

James had 43 points, 12 rebounds and 11 as- 
sists for his fourth triple-double of the season as the 
Cavaliers eked out a 113-109 double-overtime tri- 
umph over the Boston Celtics, which saw Pierce 
score a career-high 50. 

“The last Celtic to score 50 points in a National 
Basketball Association game was Bird, who scored. 
60 on March 12, 1985. 

But Pierce's night ended when he fouled out 
with 60 seconds left in the second overtime. 

Prior to fouling out, Pierce split a pair of free 
throws at the 1:14 mark to bring the Celtis within 
108-107. On the ensuing possession, Perce fouled 
out while guarding James, who split a pair of free 
throws. 

Pierce converted a three-point play 16 seconds 
later tying the game at 102-102. James had a 
chance to win but missed а layup in the final sec- 
onds. 

"The Celtis held a 90-88 edge with just under 5 
two minutes remaining in regulation before James Ё 
scored five straight points including a one-handed ё 
‘dunk over West that brought the crowd to йз feet. 

Pierce made two free throws with two-tenths of 
а second remaining, tying the game at 93-93. 
Michael Olowokandi knocked away the ball on the 
Cavs final possession, sending the game to over- 
time. 

Meanwhile, the Detroit Pistons traded Darko 
Milicic and guard Carlos Arroyo to the Orlando 
Magic on Wednesday for center Kelvin Cato and a 
first-round pick in a бише National Basketball As- 
sociation draft. 

Since being selected second overall in the 2003 
draft, Milicic has been a major bust, playing in 25 
games this season and averaging 1.5 points and 
1.1 rebounds. AP 


NEN im 
KNICKS" Malik Rose finds himself ganged up by 
Raptors in their NBA game Feb. 15. 


Complete results: Miami 110, Orlando 100; Indl- 
ana 88, Milwaukee 77; Philadelphia 103, San Anto- 
nio 100 (ot); Cleveland 113, Boston 109 (ot); New 
Jersey 95, Charlotte 94; NY Knicks 98, Toronto 96; 
N.0. Oklahoma City 102, Portland 86; Memphis 84, 
Sacramento 78; Minnesota 102, Seattle 92; Phoenix 
116, Denver 101; Dallas 103, Washington 97; Atlanta 
414, LA Lakers 110; Golden State 88, LA Clippers 
8i 

SOLAR Sports will air the Philadelphia- 
Chicago tussle at 8:30 алп today with a replay 
at8 pm. 


Wang hands China a gold 


TURIN—WANG MENG WON 
China's first gold medal of the 
Turin Winter Olympics on 
Wednesday, battling through a 
tough final to take the 500 me- 
ters short track skating title 
that everybody expected her to 
win. 

China are a powerhouse at the 
Summer Games but only cap- 
tured their first Winter golds in 
2002 when Yang Yang took the 
500 and 1,000 meters short track 
but their young athletes are 
showing they will be a force to be 
reckoned with in the future. 

Bulgaria's Evgenia Radanova 
did her best to clinch gold in the 
last metres of the race but it was 


“I was ver 


reporters. 


had won. 


the Chinese 20-year-old ‘who 
made it across just ahead, punch- 
ing the air in glory. 

Wang won all four World Cup 
500 races this season and was by 
far the favorite to win here in 
Turin but she looked tense before 
the final, wiping her blades and 
fiddling with her boot. 


exactly why,” Wang said after the 
race, chatting and smiling with 


"tts difficult to say (how I feel 
now). I don't really realise l'm an 
Olympic champion. I'm still too 
tense about it.” At the end of the 
race, she had no doubts that she 


San Beda 
Law golfest 


THE SAN BEDA LAW 
Golf Club Inc., headed 
by lawyer Ben Maicon- 
tento, will hold its 2006 
Grand Inaugural Touma- 
ment today at the Philip- 
pine Navy Golf Club, Fort. 
Bonifacio. Tee off is from. 
Sam. t011 am. The 
eventis a fundraiser for 
the legal aid bureau of. 
the San Beda College of 
Law. Sponsors are 
Globe Telecoms and 
Beneficial PNB Life In- 
surance Inc. 


ry tense. 1 don't know 


Reuters 


Pagadian nips Bacchus/Harbour 


TAGAYTAY CITY—THE PAGADIAN EXPLOR- 
ers of Mayor Sammy Co banked on their vet- 
erans to hold off the youthful Bacchus/Har- 
bour Centre-Manila cagers, 90-85, Wednes- 
day in the National Basketball Conference's 
fourth pre-season tournament at the Interna- 
tional Convention Center here. 

Tan Daja and Leo Batog combined for six 
points in the homestretch to power the Explorers 
to victory in the four-team tourney sponsored by 
Molten, Spring Cooking Ой, Natures Spring, 
Prime Channel and Sulpicio Lines. 
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‘The Manilans threatened at 83-84 in the last 
1:15 as Nani Epondulan and Brit Reroma clus- 
tered five points. But Daja, who led Pagadian with 
22 points, knocked in back-to-back baskets to 
make it 88-83. 

“The win enabled the Explorers to tie idle Spring 
Cooking Oil of NBC president Nathaniel “Tac 
Padilla for the early lead. 

Pagadian raced to a 74-53 lead at the 2:31 
mark of the third quarter on a 21-0 blast. But Jay- 
R Aquino's two triples plus Epodulan's own trey 
started a fierce Bacchus/Harbour rally 


RAV 4 leads 
RAV 4, AN ENTRY OF 
Pampanga cocker Dodie 
Vilribio, ses outas the 
outstanding favorite in 
today’s third eg ofthe 
Pasay Cockpit Cockers 
Association 4-cock der- 
by at Pasay City Cockpit. 
The 62- fight eventis 
supported by Sagupaan 
Complexor 3000. Villaru- 
bios entry won the first 
two legs of the POCA se- 
ries to lead the Cocker of 
the Year race with eight 
points. Among those 
‘with six points each are 
Pol Estrelado (PE Sta. 
Cruz) and Ric de Guz- 
man (Coffe King). 


4-cocker on 
AN EXPLOSIVE GATH- 
ering of cockar-sports- 
men from Metro Manila 
and nearby provinces 
happens today via the 
Bakbakan Sa DMCA 4- 
cock derby at Del 
Monte Cockpit Arena, 
Brgy. Potrero, Malabon. 
The derby wil startat 4 
p.m., sald hosts Edwin 
Santos and lawyer d 
Serapio. Among the ta- 
vored bets are Top Ea- 
фе entry of lawyer Fer- 
tie Topacio and ACS 
Buliders of Gov. Arman 
Sanchez. For details, 
contact 381-2773 
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OS  ANGELES—WITH GEORGE 
Clooney, Joaquin Phoenix and Matt Dil- 
lon just a few feet away, 1 felt I was 

about to have too much dessert,” gushed Pia 

Clemente, the first Fil-Am woman Oscar nom- 

inee, when we asked her about the menu at 

last Monday's annual Academy Awards nomi- 
nees luncheon. 

Pia, as producer, and Rob Peatistein, as direc- 
tor—both nominated in the Best Live Action 
Short Film category for "Our Time Is Up"—and 
more than 100 fellow nominees showed up the 
Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills for the 
ditional gathering of Oscar contenders. Hosting 
this luncheon (for the 25th time this year), the 
‘Academy encourages a relaxed, informal atmo- 
sphere. 

‘Talents who attend the star-studded event al- 
ways single out the “fun” quotient, a welcome 
break from Oscar cam- 
paigning and definite- 
ly a departure from 
the formal, tension- 
fled awards show. 
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Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


PIA CLEMENTE (first row, circled) joined fellow Oscar bets Charlize 
Theron, Reese Witherspoon, George Clooney and Joaquin Phoenix, 
among others, at the nominees lunch: “It was such an honor,” she says. 


Museos] 
P 


1-1 Will Always Love You 
Close To You 
New World 


5: New World , 4; Brokeback Mountain 
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This year, the show is 
scheduled on March. 
Pia enjoyed sporting 
respected behind-the- 
camera folks, as well 
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as the acclaimed ac- 
tors and actresses, 
around her. 

In the mix were di- 
rectors Steven Spiel- 
berg and Tim Burton, 
veteran composer John Williams (record holder 
їп the music category with 45 nominations!) 
and 15 of the 20 contenders in the acting race 
such as Clooney, Phoenix and Dillon plus Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Charlize Theron, couple Heath 
Ledger and Michelle Wiliams, William Hurt 
(taking the casual theme to heart and showing 
up in sweater and jeans), Terrence Howard, Fe- 
licity Huffman, Keira Knightley, Reese Wither- 
spoon and Philip Seymour Hoffman. 

‘The lunch at the ballroom, scene of last 
montirs Golden Globe Awards, traditionally cul- 
minates in a group picture shot of the “Academy 
Awards Class of 2005” (not 2006, since these 
are nods for 2005 performances and achieve- 
ments). Pia said that the positions in the class 
picture are spontaneous and not arranged ac- 
cording to any criteria, How spontaneous? Keira 
Knightley, Terrence Howard and Joaquin 
Phoenix stood way in the back while Pia, thank- 
ing her petite size, ended near the center, front 
row (good move, Pia but you blinked!) 

Paul Giamatti, Rachel Weisz and Ang Lee 
missed the one important free lunch in their 
lives. The snowstorm in New York (imagine a 
‘snowed-over Central Park) reportedly led to the 
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evelry makes winners out of all the nominees. LLL 

Everyone received the all-important certificate 

1 : West Draws 

‘of nomination, a nominee sweatshirt and an Os- DATES COVERED ‘Deadhne of Entries 
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her power lunch. At the end of her e-mail, she nek 4: Feb 13-Feb 19,2006 11:59:59 PM, Feb 19, 2006 

wrote: "The first [story about her nomination] 

came out [on the day of] our town fiesta in Sta. 


Feb 20,2006, 5 PM 


DRAW DATE 
Jan 30, 2008, 
Feb 6, 2006 

Feb 13,2006 
Feb 20,2008, 


DATES COVERED 


Grand Draw 
esate gf Ennes 

Maria [Bulacan, her home province]! You helped 

make my family back home so proud! Thank you 

for that.” Hmm, will Sta. Maria declare March 5 

аз Oscar Day in honor of this daughter? 


Before the luncheon, what were your 
thoughts? 

Twas very nervous. I didn’t know what to ex- 
pect. I had been told that the luncheon is one of 
the most special events because all the nomi- 
neesare together as equals in one room. 


Tellus about the luncheon itself 

It was very exciting. Seating was random, all 
the categories were mixed up... so | met new 
and interesting people. I was honored to have as 
tablemates Arthur Hiller, a former president of 
the academy and the legendary director of 
"Love Story”; Robert Elswit, director of photog- 
raphy for "Good Night, and Good Luck” who is 
an AFI (American Film Institute) alum like my- 
self, and Bennett Miller, director of "Capote." 

Mr. Hiller advised me to enjoy every moment 
of the days ahead. Our table was located at the 
very front, sandwiched by one with Joaquin 
Phoenix at the front and another behind with 
George Clooney (hes betterlooking in per- 
sonl). George came to our table to greet Mr. 
Hiller and ladies, he's even beter up close! 
Across the way was а table with Matt Dillon. It 
was amazing! 

Bach nominee receives a certificate. It felt lke 
graduation, but with superstars! 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


ENTERTAINMENT... 


Jeremy Marquez says dad Joey is smart and ‘deep’ 


LIKE ANY SON OF A FAMOUS PERSONALITY, 
Jeremy Marquez wants to break out of the 
Shadow of his dad, Joey Marquez. But this 
doesn’t mean he's not proud of him. “Front lang 
ng dad ko his being kenkoy and all. Нез actually 
very smart and witty (deep), Jeremy says. 
‘Jeremy is more of the serious type. “I'm 
usually silent but I'm always listening. You 
don’t know what to expect when you're with 
me.” Does he like women as much as his dad 
does? “Di pa ako umaamin na babaero, ha?" 


"роцуМоор 


Dolly Апп 
Carvajal 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17,2006 


] pun 


Jeremy said, laughing! 

He's leaving the comedy to his dad and 
would rather become a character actor. 
"When they offered me the role of a drug ad- 
dict who became a taong grasa in [GMA 7s 
drama series] ‘Magpakailanman,’ 1 grabbed 
it,” he said, “Hope the viewers and critics no- 
tice.” 

For sure, Jeremy put his soulful eyes to 
good use in the dramatic scenes. He teamed 
up with his ladylove, Alessandra de Rossi, in 


the episode aired lastnight. 
Get a 10% discount coupon for a Geisha Pampenng Scrub 
from Urban Spa when you buy your 
“Memoirs of a Geisha" tickets In advance 
See posters for details 
Promo period. Раз 09-22. 2006 Per DT-NCR 
No АА ОТТ бопе. of 2005 


Trouble in paradise 

SPEAKING of Joey, my most sought-after 
“kumpare”... 1 hear that trouble's brewing in 
paradise between him and his current 
i squeeze, Alicia Mayer? Is it true that he didn't 

show up for the taping of "Lagot Ka... Isusum- 
bong Кіа!" (where Alicia is also a mainstay) 
because ofa lovers’ quarrel? 

‘A third party? That's nothing new in Joey's 
vocabulary! Any girl who wants to be with. 
him for the long haul should learn to grin and 
bear it, and assure herself that an “extra-cur- 
ticular” is good only until it lusts (hahaha). 

Tve known Joey for ages. Once I texted him 
reminiscing about the good old days. He 
texted back, "How can I forget?” With his leg- 
endary charms, he will always be good as 
gold. 
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jam fest” 

A FUNNY thing happened at "Lovea- 
palooza." Screaming fans ran to see the stars 
of "Close to You'—Bea Alonzo, John Lloyd 
Cruz and Sam Milby—who were guests at the 
kiss fest. At first, the bodyguards watched 
over John Lloyd, But when Sam came out, the 
crowd became uncontrollable. The security 
left John’s side and rushed to Sam's. Only one 
fan was left asking for John's autograph while 
Sam was mobbed. I'm sure John didn't mind 
letting newcomer Sam shine. 


Head over heels 

SOMEONE privy to singer Aliya Parcs! love 
life told me that shes worried about how 
crazy Aliya is about Vince of “ South Border.” 
She sighs, “Aliya is spending too much on 
‘Vince. He has money naman. She gave his son 
а toy motor car, his daughter a Barbie dream- 
house and Vince an iPod! No wonder she’s 
broke!" Oh, well... who are we to question the 
workings ofa heart? 


NOTHING в MORE DANGEROUS. 
НАМ A MAN WITH EVERYTHING TO LOSE. 


Fun show 

Т IMMENSELY enjoyed the Valentine con- 
cert of Ogie Alcasid and Regine Velasquez, 
“Foreverafter,” at the Big Dome. After doing 
countless shows together, they still manage to 
come up with something new and fresh each 
time. Ogie and Regine have transcended the 
malicious intrigue about them; they even 
joked about it in their spiels. “Foreverafter” 
had a storybook theme, complete with fairies 
and forest creatures. 
The repertoire was a 
fine selection. Rico 
Puno and AiAi de 
las Alas made the 
concert all the more. 
delightful. Rico 
hasn't lost his touch. 
Ai-Ai is unbeatable 
when it comes to ad 
libs. As for Ogie and 
Regine, we will be lis- 
tening to their music 
through the years, ev- 
erafter, 


Jobs TV 

JOBS TV is all 
about jobs, jobs, and 
more jobs! Career 
paths, employment 
options, professional 
tips, lucrative occu- 
pations—viewers get 
all these every week, 
packed inside a 30- 
minute briefcase. les 
also a prime source of 
inside information on 
the country's hottest 
industry today, cus- 
tomer care. 

Catch it Saturdays 
at 10 ат, only on 
Studio 23, hosted by 
Ria Tanjuatco-Trillo. 
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pines post-Valentine 
offering at Onstage in 
Greenbelt 1. It opens 
today, with shows on 
Fridays and Satur- 
days at 8 p.m. and 
Sundays at 3:30 pm. 

The musical isa se- 
ries of hilarious musi- 
cal vignettes that 
takes the audience 
through dating, 
courtship, marriage, 
parenting and finally 
widowhood via the 
music of the 19605, 
"70s and '80s. Call 
887-0710 or 891- 
9999. 
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The Pink Panther diamond is missing. 
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one mistake at a time. 


(Аш. CINEMAS 


CLOSE TO YOU 
120003 1:401400/ 6:2018:40 


PINK PANTHER 
1240) 2:10/ 42076307840 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
121082/22015151805 


GOAL a 
wanna ere f 


5 IWAL ALWAYS LOVEYOU | 
= ШИ 


pem pn SDDS 


LOG ON TOWWWAIANETACENTERNET FOR HORE DETAKS ORTO SUBCHAETO CUR WIDELY EA нарыннан Т UPOATR 


ARANETA COLISEUM MIRI PTE EDAD nF ШОШ аали! па SUE ET ШИ RIP" 


TN HO НА KETCH oO RU 0950 wt RB PLU ABH ш. 
| = ssl "EDAD ШИЮ cd eT Н DA иша чуй ЗИ AH AURIS 
PBA FIESTA CONFERENCE | WWE RAW LIVE TOUR HESS) d, ЕЛШЕ Шен "йай айий DU UA DIN E TR e i 


ҥал? моу. 7:30 pm PUREFOODS va REDBULL ; — FEB.24 FRI 6 pm & FEB. 25 SAT 4 p NOW SHOWING 


Email watering- 
holeshangrila@ya- 
hoo.com 


L 


EES | 5 dy 
Funny lentine! 
‘The Сотазу of REX NAVARRETE 
SM NORTH EDSA CINEMA 1 
February 24, 2006, 8:00 PM 
ce a E oni) 
Er Б erae er 
Пакта uoo pice ede 
M E ангы IS таи stro но 
кереч АПА Teo ee 
реи мо жж Пао каста ш не PREE an дн, 
А 
Ts LOWER BOK TICKET or evry purchase o 
E LONE BOY ТОКЕ отето Р 500.00 
P OLBER Бох DEKET or every purchase o 
ipte cedat 
[ТҮГҮ Available at the following SM Cinema Snackbars: 
Nor Esa andSouthall 


ZEE "OBEN Hic! Doct FS E 
WE CHEERED FOR PACQUIAO, NOW LET US CHEER FOR VILORIA! 
BIG SCREEN! NO COMMERCIALS! PEE E, 


BRIAN VILORIA JOSE AGUIRRE —À 
нЕ налдан Cien € 


February 19, Sunday 
00 


сес (REAL WARRIORS 


SS m ea e 
PA DAE ets RESERVED 


METRO MANILA 
SA CITY БАЙ 
NEW WORLD 1_АЕОМ FLUX 
iisaw2 licLose To vou 
FIREWALL 3ix WILL ALWAYS LOVE vou 


FIREWALL 
GOAL 
AEON FLUX 
CLOSE To You 
$ FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
PINK PANTHER 
TÍ UNDERWORLD 2 
1 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
3icLose ТО YOU 
NEW WORLD 
SAW 2 
1 MUNICH 


ї CLOSE TO vou NEW WORLD 
GOAL GOAL 

5X WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU | «eum WITH DICK AND заме) 

{Арон тм PINK PANTHER 

$ PINK PANTHER NAI 

3 CLOSE ro vou 
FUN WITH DICK AND ЈАМЕ 

1; UNDERWORLD 2 


змо MUNICH 
AEON FLUX 


GOAL 

ЇРІМК PANTHER 

т WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
CLOSE TO You 

ÍFUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
FIREWALL 
UNDERWORLD 2 

NEW WORLD 


NEW WORLD 
isaw2 
AEON FLUX 
PINK PANTHER 
FIREWALL 
CLOSE To You 
BLOODRAYNE 
CLOSE то You 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
UNDERWORLD 2 
1 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU, 


SM CITY SOUTNMALL 
AEON FLUX 

X WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
PINK PANTHER 
CLOSE To vou 

З FIREWALL 

GOAL 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
NEW WORLD 

SAW2 

RESERVED. 


1j AEON FLUX 
1 CLOSE ro vou 
Jj PINK PANTHER 
1 TWILL ALWAYS LOVE You) 


AEON FLUX 
GOAL 

PINK PANTHER 
CLOSE то You 

1 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU. 
MUNICH 

NEW WORLD 


1 AEON FLUX 
Jictose ro vou 
PINK PANTHER 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
5 CLOSE ro vou 
5i WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU. 


CITY eam Зл CITY BACOOR 
1; PINK PANTHER GOAL 


} UNDERWORLD 2 OPE T 
PINK PANTHER 


CLOSE To YOU 
CLOSE TO YOU Lx WILL ALWAYS LOVE vou. 
FIREWALL 


TWILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU, 
+ CLOSE TO YOU 


NEW WORLD 


UNDERWORLD 2 
TWILL ALWAYS LOVE Yo! 
CLOSE TO YOU 

PINK PANTHER 


BLOODRAYNE 
CLOSE TO YOU 
11 DERAILED 


PINK PANTHER 
GOAL 
UNDERWORLD 2 
CLOSE TO YOU. 
- BLOODRAYNE 
CLOSE то YOU 
| тули. ALWAYS Love You 


UNDERWORLD 2 
WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU. 
CLOSE то You 

THE MAID 


SAW 2 

NEW WORLD 

CLOSE TO YOU 

TWILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU. 


ЕЕ 
RESERVED 
RESERVED 
J PINK PANTHER 
MUNICH 
I WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
BLOODRAYNE 
ictose To You 
5| FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 


PINK PANTHER 
CLOSE то YOU 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE! 
т WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU| 
UNDERWORLD 2 

‘SH CITY CAGAYAN DE ORO 
UNDERWORLD 2 

HALF LIGHT 

CLOSE то YOU 
RUMOR HAS IT 


RESERVED 

CLOSE то YOU 

PINK PANTHER 

x WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
UNDERWORLD 2 
RESERVED 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 


‘WIN mand Боа “awn Fi penso кипа Irom Dod алова Petre 
ed arm бишди ешп н болен by ey sewer ese qtia Кэт De mv 


B1 
[o PM 


TEN "PAS AYALA MALLS 


ALABANG 
<TOWN> 
AYALACENTER 


ВРІ £osess Смот 


Shop ín Ayala Malls using your BPI Express Credit Card 
s ао а ида ma a NESON Patrai And in the Grand Draw 
э Ыйы: paces te Mey Seo 


Activity 


AYALA CENTER 
CEBU 


Visayan Nazarene Bible College's 
Anniversary Celebration 
February 10, 2006 


Photo World Exhibit. 


Luxury Motor Show. 
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Ayala Greenbelt' Chocolate Festival 
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Рїпау 
joins 
Oscar 
bets’ 
lunch 


From page A2-1 


Coming in, what was 
your first impres- 
sion? 

That event is so 
‘well-run, As you enter, 
there are media peo- 
ple and photoga- 
phers outside and in- 
Side the lobby of the 
Beverly Hilton. Every- 
one wants to see 
who's coming іп. En- 
tering the banquet 
bal is a truly amazing 
feeling. The entrance 
is “lined with Oscar 
statues... and more 
photographers. The 
Academys — current 
President, Sid Ganis, 
greeted us individual- 
ly Ir was such an hon- 
orto be surrounded by 
talented peers in the 
industry. 


What were the high- 
lights for you? 
Looking around the 
large banquet hall and 
feeling so proud of 
your work and your 
craft. There was an air 
of camaraderie and 
celebration. Тһе 
Academy does a great 
job of making every- 
one feel like equals, 
including nominees 
from smaller cate- 
gories such as mine. 


Other memorable 
moments? 

I was а great re- 
union with Frank Pier- 
son and Robert Rehme 
again. Both are former 
presidents of the 
Academy and instruc- 
tor/mentors at АН. 
When I received my 
award, I passed by 
Franks table. He 
stopped me, gave me 
a hug and told me he 
was proud of me. 
What an honor! This 
guy is a legend and a 
revered member of 
the film industry and 
hes congratulating 
me! I'm just a simple 
filmmaker; I still have 
so much work to o. 


What was the group 
pictorial like? 

My Pinoy publicist 
friends Winston and 
David Magdael had 
told me it would be 
memorable- just be- 
cause it was a docu- 
mented image of the 
Academy Clas of 
2005. Our positions 
"ere spontaneous. 
Being petite, I got to 
stand with the litde 
girls... like Reese 
Witherspoon, ше 
we are around the 
same height! 


Did it feel like really 
belonging to a class? 
Absolutely. As each. 
name was called 
when the certificates 
were distributed, ev- 
eryone cheered and 
applauded. 


What was on the 
menu? 

‘Steak and fish and a 
delicious — chocolate 
confection. But with 
George Clooney 
Joaquin Phoenix and 
Matt Dillon just few 
feet away, 1 felt 1 was 
about 10 have too 
much dessert. 


Coming away from 
the event, how did 
you feel? 

"That it was а mem- 
ory that would stay 
with me for a lifetime. 
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“GOAL!” for people who like their drama with extra cheese. 


Sport & soap 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


IF YOU DONT MIND YOUR 
sports movie soap operatic, then 
you'll enjoy "Goal", a rags-to- 
riches tale about a young foot- 
ball star-in-the-making. 
Dreams come true, be- 
lieves hardworking 
young Los Angelino 
Santiago Munez (Kuno 
Becker), never mind that 
10 years after illegally 
crossing to America from Mexico, 
his family has yet to find greener 
pastures. 

Santiago meets a British ex- 
football star (Stephen Dillane), 
who sees in him the potential to 
make it big in international foot- 
ball. The aspiring athlete is pre- 
sented as an underdog that will 
triumph over his mundane and 
extraordinary travails, including 
two purposeless jobs and a disap- 
proving and controlling father 
(Tony Plana). 

As if this weren't cliché 
enough, our protagonist has to 
run away from home to chase af- 
ter his dream. He also has to keep 


REviEW 


his asthma a secret from a taunt- 
ing teammate. Getting into Eng- 
land's Newcastle United as a ге- 
serve player is not that easy, and 
of course he barely makes it. The 
story gets weighed down when 
characters verbalize — their 
epiphanies. But that should res- 
onate with people who 
like their drama with 
extra cheese. 
Directed by Danny 
Cannon—whose prior 
works include episodes of 
"CSI" and the teen slasher flick “I 
Stil Know What You Did Last 
Summer”—"Goall” is a sharp re- 
flection of Brits’ real-life obses- 
sion with football. The camera 
work is energetic but try, if you 
can, to ignore the blaring of or- 
chestral music at the slightest 
hint of conflict. 

Becker's naive yet relentless 
Santiago is well-played, and he 
certainly has charisma and good 
looks. The story goes in all direc- 
tions in the second half, and the 
dialogue will make you want to 
cover your face, but it сап work as 
a guilty pleasure. Nope, it doesn't 
deserve a sequel. 


Ang Lee recovers 
with ‘Brokeback’ 


“BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN” IS 
both a critical and popular hit, so 
director Ang Lee is getting his 
share of plaudits for the film's 
success. 

People are amazed at how a 
Chinese megman could so effec- 
tively and insightfully direct a 
film about cowboys set in 
‘Wyoming and Texas! 

Factis, Lee was bom and raised in 
“Taiwan but moved to the United 
States in 1978. After receiving a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in theater from 
the University of Ilinois, he com- 
pleted a Masters of Fine Arts degree. 
in Film Production. 

His short film, “Fine Line,” won 
Best Director and Best Film awards 
at the NYU Film Festival. His first 
feature film, “Pushing Hands,” was 
cited as Best Film at the Asia-Pacific 
Film Festival. 

Lee’s “The Wedding Banquet” 
won the top prize (Golden Bear) at 
the 1993 Berlin International Film 
estival. His "Eat Drink Man Wom- 
ап" was named Best Foreign Lan- 
guage Film by the US National 
Board of Review. 

Lees "Sense and Sensibility” won 
Golden Globe awards for Best Pic- 
ture (Drama) and Best Screenplay, 
‘was named Best Picture by Bafta 
and the National Board of Review, 
and won the Golden Bear at the 
1996 Berlin filmfest. 

His "The Ice Storm" was the Best 
Screenplay winner at the 1997 
Cannes filmfest. And “Crouching 
Tiger, Hidden Dragon” received the 
Oscar for Best Foreign Language 
Film, and won Best Director awards 
for Lee from the Directors Guild of 
‘America, Bafta and the Golden 
Globes. 

Factis, Lee's only critical flop was 
"The Hulk” But he's recovered nice- 
ly with "Brokeback 
Mountain.” 

‘As these notes show, 

Lee can't really be de- 

scribed as an "Asian" 

filmmaker, since he's 

made most of his 

movies in the States. 

Stil, his Chinese her- 

itage helps account for 

the unique sensitivity 

and sensibility that in- 

forms his movie pro- 

jeas. 
‘Brokeback Moun- 
" is im panicular 
need of sensitive treat- 
ment due to їз poten- 
tially controversial sto- 
ту about two cowboys 
who find their truest 
love—in each other, 

The fact that the 
film has  gamered 
many more praises 


U. Torre 
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than brickbats a testament to Lee's 
delicate handling of the movie. 

How did he get involved in the 
project? Lee: “(Producer) James 
Schamus mentioned to me that he 
had just come across this interesting 
short story by Annie Proulx. I read 
it, and I had tears in my eyes at the 
end, and it stayed with me. I then. 
read the screenplay, and it was a 
very faithful and great adaptation. 

* decided to do it despite йз con- 
troversial nature—or maybe even 
because of it" 

Despite its obvious merits, the 
movie took seven long years to get 
to the big screen, because major stu- 
dios were leery of its sensitive na- 
ture. But Lee helped push for it be- 
cause “I just knew .. if T let it go, 1 
would regret it for the rest of my 
йе” 

And what do the other artists in- 
volved in the production have to say 
about their director? 

Heath Ledger: “He always seems 
to know exactly what he wants. He 
slips into possession of the story he's 
telling with ease.” 

Anne Hathaway: "He wort let 
things not be truthful. He under- 
stands the importance of subdery" 

Randy Quaid: "Like all great di- 
rectors, Ang is an actor's friend and 
he attracts all the best people. So, 
you just want to do your best in that 
kind of environment.” 

“Jake Gyllenhaal: “Не made me 
feel empowered.” 
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According to the sources, network owner 


Tonyboy Cojuangco is prepared to spend up to 
Т TU R Й P100 milion for one season. 
н M *Maybe that's where some of the fresh funds 
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MURDERED AT mE MUNICH OL MICS sd Thats what Tom 
TIIS ISTHE STORY OF Cruise and Katie 
Ed NOW SHOWING | з 
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- peni tine Day report on 

the Life & Style 

magazine Website, 

which — claimed 


Cruise and Holmes 
CHARLIZE THERON EE EL 
called off their wed- 
ding. 
"The story is 100 
percent е” 
Arnold Robinson, а 
publicist for the couple, said in a statement. “М: 
Cruise and Ms. Holmes are still engaged and аге 
moving forward with their wedding plans, as 
‘well as planning for the arrival of their child." 
Holmes, 27, and Cruise, 43, have been en- 
gaged since June. AP 


Uncut ‘Mountain’ 
р p SINGAPORE cinemas have begun screening 
"——— e ^ the movie "Brokeback Mountain" on Thursday 
Ї uo E 2 j in what critics say is a sign of loosening censor- 

1 ME Í ship. The country bans gay sex. 

"This shows they are willing to give more 
scope for homosexuality to be examined as an is- 
sue in popular culture,” said Russell Heng, 
founder of People Like Us, a gay support group. 

But theater admission will be restricted to au- 
diences over age 21, and promotional material 
will carry a consumer advisory saying, "Mature. 
theme, sexual scenes." AP 


For gay cowboys 
NASHVILLE—Coun- 
пу music singer 
Nelson sang "Ma 
mas Don't Let Your Ba- 
bies Grow Up to Be 
Cowboys” and "My Ё 
Heroes Have Always 
Been Cowboys" more 
than 25 years ago. 
But he released а 
different sort of cow- 
BE | E 1 3 boy anthem this Valen: 
as JYJE 1 tine's Day. 
эр d ‘Cowboys Are Fre- i 
THE FUTURE Is FLUX quently, Secretly (Fond NELSON Г 
of Each Other)" may 
be the first gay cowboy song by a major record- 
ing ants. 
~ - Available exclusively through iTunes begin- 
" d ning Tuesday, the song features choppy Tex-Mex 
s PON + style guitar runs and Nelson's deadpan delivery 
of lines like, “What did you think all them sad- 
W SHOWING. isan saws oa? AP 
c 
project 
HONG KONG— 
Hollywood actor Alec 
Baldwin will shoot a 
movie in China about 
a joint Sino-US opera- 
ton to апей a 
Japanese war criminal 
after World War I] and 
a subsequent treasure 
hunt, a news report 
said. 
The movie, titled 
“The Forbidden Ciy” 
is a US$12 million 
production directed 
by Russian Andrei 
Konchalovsky and 


darin” by Stephen 
Becker, AP 


Post-V show 
THE PODIUM pre- 
sents Jocephine 
Gomez in a popular 
French, German, 
ish, English and 
ian love songs in 
tonight at 7. 
Gomez 
from her usual pr 
gram of classical 
Songs and opera arias 
with the addition of 
songs popularized by 
Josh Groban, Sarah 
Brightman and Edith 
Piaf, 
She will be assisted 
АЙ at the piano by musi- 
MOTOROLA К cal director Carlos Pe- 
rion, at the keyboard 
walang patid na lambingan ® г ard Bonavente 
d and on sax and flute. 


Y dier. Guest 
H ^. is Ray Sison who will 
sa ейде posible Mrd idum 
2 $ on the flute, 
Admission is free, 
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Q1 trade prospects upbeat 


Survey reveals rosiest sentiment in three years 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


LOCAL BUSINESSES APPEAR TO BE 
bullish over prospects for the first quar- 
ter on the back of an appreciating peso, 
notable progress in the government's fis- 
cal restructuring and slowdown in inter- 
est rates, based on the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas’ latest survey. 

This quarters business expectations 
survey (BES)—conducted from Jan. 2 to 
Feb. 3—showed a jump in the diffusion 
index (DI) to 23.4 percent from 2.8 per- 
cent in the previous quarter’s survey, BSP 


director for research Iluminada Sicat 
said ina press briefing. 

It was the rosiest quarterly sentiment 
gauged by the BSP since it initiated the 
quarterly BES survey three years ago. 

‘The DI refers to the percentage share 
of firms that answered in the affirmative, 
less those that answered negative on a 
given indicator. A positive DI indicates а 
favorable view when measuring confi- 
dence levels. 

The services sector was the most up- 
beat with an index of 31.6 percent, up 
from 11.3 percenta quarter ago. 


‘The industry sector likewise posted a 
higher index of 29.6 percent as compared 
to the 2 percent of the previous quarter. 
"The indices for construction and trade 
turned positive at 25.3 percent and 8.4 
percent, respectively, compared to the 
previous -11.4 percent and -2.1 percent. 
Based on the latest survey which cov- 
ered 933 respondents, optimism is even 
higher, looking towards the second quar- 
ter with a DI of 37.2 percent, Sicat said. 
Confidence оп second quarter 
prospects was bolstered by expectation of 
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GOLD: $546.30-546.80 
таана 
Stocks close 0.11% higher 

SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 
0.11 percent higher, a marginal gain, as 
investors chose to stay on the sidelines in 


the absence of fresh, compelling leads, 
dezlers said. 


FEBRUARY (See stack market report on Page B5) 


They sald sentiment was mixed as 
some investors were still worried about 
further increases in US interest rates de- 
spite relatively benign comments 
STOCKS/BS 


You've taken great strides in earning a measure of success. Now you're all set to live the great life-at Crosswinds’ Grand Quartier". 
The Grand Quartier" is an upscale mid-rise condominium nestled on a Swiss-inspired haven. The Grand Quartier™ is an integral 


part of the masterplanned community of Crosswinds, complementing the neighboring enclaves of Pine Grove, Swiss Quadrilles", 
and the upcoming Gourmet Village. And its cool, quiet, and pine tree-filled environment relaxes you, providing the perfect 


setting for the great life, 


Your run towards the great life starts with the Crosswinds’ Grand Quartier". Get a Property Preview. 
call 850 2868 or 850 6984, or click www.brittany.com.ph 
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By Doris С, Dumlao 


THE GOVERNMENT'S FORAY INTO 
the global bond market earlier this 
ear allowed the country to post а 
ety balance of payments surplus of 
$192 billion in January а 
turnaround from the $277 million 
deficit a year ago. 

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
yesterday said that last month's sur- 
plus, the highest monthly surplus lev- 
el in history mirrored the surge in the 
gross international reserves to $20 
billion in January. 

‘The net BOP build-up in January 
also dwarfed the $273 million surplus 
registered in December. 

"Taking advantage of the improved 
investor confidence in the Philip- 


Entrepreneurship Summit Febru 
Entrepreneurship Expo February 


Ang self-confidence ay isang napaka-impo! 
tao kung siya ay komportable sa kanyang ра 
clinical dermatology, pati na rin n: 
а ngayon mas kil 
ng paraan upang ang karamihan ng Pilipino ay mag 
facial hanggang sa major cosmetic surgeries. 


Medical Center. 


pines, the government decided to tap 
the offshore capital market early in 
the year. It sold $1.5 billion worth of 
US dollar-denominated bonds and 
500 million euros worth of euro-de- 
nominated bonds. 

The $2.1 billion worth of sovereign 
debt issuance was the first Asian in- 
ternational bond deal this year. 

The BOP measures the foreign ex- 
‘change transactions between the do- 
mestic economy and the rest of the 
world. Its major components are the 
current account and the capital and 
financial account. 

‘Any transaction that requires foreign 
exchange payment by a Philippine resi- 
dent, like importation, is а deficit iem 
in the ВОР Transactions involving re- 
ceipt of foreign exchange—such as bor- 
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January balance of payments surplus hits $1.9B 


Global bonds issuance provided the boost 


rowings, inward remittances and ex- 
portation—are surplus items. 

The BSP believes the country’s 
strong BOP surplus will provide con- 
tinued support for the peso, which is 
now trading at a three-and-a-half 
year high versus the US dollar. Last 
year, the peso appreciated by about 6 
percent owing to strong foreign ex- 
change inflows, making it Asia's best 
performing currency. 

London-based Fitch Ratings, which 
recently upgraded its outlook on the 
country's debt rating from “negative” 
to “stable” cited the strong external 
sector as a fundamental rating 
strength for the Philippines especially 
since current account surpluses based 
оп large remittance inflows were 
forecast to be sustained. 
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GMA 7 wants Ch. 27 back 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


GMA NETWORK WANTS TO GET BACK THE 
Channel 27 slot in SkyCable and Home Cable 
for the broadcast of Zoe TV shows. 

‘The country’s most profitable network had 
asked the National Telecommunications 
Commission to order SkyCable and Home Ca- 
ble to return Channel 27 to GMA7. 

GMA 7 said it wanted Zoe TV to use the 
Channel 27 slot since it had been experienc- 
ing signal problems with Channel 11. 

1с also asked the NTC to impose sanctions 
on SkyCable and Home Cable for disregard- 
ingthe regulators orders for all pay TV opera- 
tors to comply with the "must-carry rule,” 
which required cable companies to air free TV 
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rtanteng sangkap sa tagumpay ng isang tao. 

nlabas na kaanyuan. Dito alam ko na mala! 

g iba't-ibang laser surgery technolosies, dito so Pilipinas, Та, 

al. i lebrity clients namin ngunit lingi 
karoon ng access sa quality, safe at affordal 

At ito nga ang pinagtutuunan 


Nadadagdagan din ang self-confidence ng isang 
ng maitutulong ko kaya nag-aral ako ng medisina, 
US at sa Thailand bago itatag ang Belo 
id sa nakararami, layunin ko na makahanap 

ible products at services mula sa simpleng 
to ng pansin sa ngayon. 


Kung nais mo rin na tumulong sa pag-angat ang kaledad ng pamumuhay ng Pilipino sa pamamagitan ng siyensiya 
at medisina, attend na sa Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship Summit at Expo! 


Presented by 


Philipnine 
Center for 


Entrepreneurship 
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pino 
ace Glory Go + LUNCH BREAK TOPIC: 
= FORUM 2: A Global Market Beckons 


oes for the 
'olayco, Ray Gapuz Jr., Rina 


‘Gondelina Amata, 


Sen, Manuel Vilar, Sen. Manuel 


plo. 


DAY 3 (February 25, 2006/ 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 


Innovations to Market ~ 


‘education 
Entrepreneurship In the Philippines = 
ia Aiabastro, Chairman Carino Puno, OIC/Secretary 
'Zorayda Amelia Alonzo, Executive Director 

fuerte", Linda Wirth", Johniu Koa, Prof. Josephine Aguilar 


Minsi to speakers for сочтет. 


Roxas Il sen. Ramon Magsaysay Jr, Sen. Francis Pangilinan, Cong. Withelmino Alvarado, 
ayer Rosendo Capco, Mayor Freddie Tinga, Government Officials, Partner Organizations 
* itternational Workshop on Techopreneusship - Conducted by: Prof. Patrick Chan - 


Host: DOST * Business 
Ву: Steven T. Cua 


ideas B 


in Competition Brief: PCE/PESO, CBC, 
ОМА, GEN-P » Easy Tips on How to Start a Retail Business and How to Supply to Retailers 

"Elevator Pitch” Exhibition by Business Plan Contest Winners & 
fter ning Options Tor Outstanding Buses ans» Easy on e 


EDA, JCI, HSBC, TIES, 


Business 
Xd Cort Association of the Philippines + Awarding of PCE-ENEDA Cup Winners 


Call 637-93 
loc. 


"GO NEGOSYO Concert with Orange and Lemons at the Central Plaza, Market! Market! 


The Franchise Boor: Now is the Time to Get Started By: Association of Filipino Franchisers 
Ihe, international Workshop on Technopreneurship - Conducted by: Prot. Patrick Chan 
"OST: DUST « Franchise Your Business An Option for Growth - By: Philippine Franchise. 
‘association « The Entrepreneur: Know Thyself 
Of a Lifetime: Where do Entrepreneurs Get 
К. Maoi Arroyo « The Essentials of a Successful Business Start- 
у: Joel Santos = FORUM: Financing Programs that Work - Moderator: Mau Bolante 
“Panelists; National Livelinood Support Fund, Personal Bank Loan providers, ABS-CBN 
Bayan Microfinance Foundation, Pawnshops, Cooperatives « Safeguarding and Optimizing 
‘Your intellectual Capital - By: Intellectual Property Office 


‘ex Ledesma - Fndmg Your Opportuni 
Sei ideas By Jay Bernardo c ova 


NEGOSYO 


47 or 631-8101 


7188 / 0920-9269232 


channels on their slots. 

GMA 7 is producing shows for Zoe TV 
Channel 11 using its broadcast facilities. Its 
programming for Channel 11 was classified 
as QTV or Quality TV. 

Channel 27 is a UHF (ultra high frequency) 
channel of GMA 7, as Channel 23 is to its chief 
rival, ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. 

“Zoe's ОТУ 11 as a program is to be broad- 
cast in the cable TV system at GMAs UHF TV 
Channel 27 because of the signal distortion and 
interference in its present channel position,” 
said GMA in its Feb. 10 letter to the МТС. 

GMA, in its letter to the NTC, said Central 
CATV Inc. (the company that operates SkyCa- 
ble and Home Cable) had rejected its request 
to recover the slot. 

Channel 27 in SkyCable and Home Cable 
airs ANC, a news channel of ABS-CBN. 

Previously, the slot was occupied by foreign 
news channel CNN. 

СМА 7 said that in the past, SkyCable re- 
fused to give back Channel 27 because of its 
contractual obligation with CNN. 

“Curiously, however, SkyCable was able to 
displace CNN in July 2005 and easily replaced 
the said channel with that of ANG,” GMA 7 
told the NTC in its letter. 


LandBank ’05 
profit rises by 
34% to P3B 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES POSTED A 
record P3.02 billion in net income in 2005 on 
increased lending activities and prudent 
spending. 

‘The amount was 34 percent higher than 
the P2.24 billion registered in the previous 


a 

“This is a historic high for LandBank and 
we are hoping to sustain this strong perfor- 
mance this year" said LandBank acting presi- 
dent and CEO Gilda Pico. 

‘The bank is hoping to increase its profit to 
3.3 billion this year 

TandBank also maintained strong showing 
in other major financial indicators. Its assets 
grew 8 percent to P310.5 billion in 2005 from 
P287.8 billion in 2004. 

Bank deposits increased 13 percent to 
P242.8 billion last year from P214.9 billion 
the previous year, keeping LandBank at third 
in industry ranking. 

Net loans expanded to P140.8 billion in 
2005 from P133 billion the previous year. 


Equitable PCI 
posts 33% growth 
in net income 


EQUITABLE PCI BANK REPORTED A 33-PER- 
cent rise in its net profit to P2.4 billion from 
year-ago level. 

‘The bank said ina statement that the report 
жаз still unaudited and had yet to fully reflect 
adjustments required under the new Interna- 
tional Accounting Standards. 

‘The improved profit performance was at- 
tributed to a wider net interest margin, better 
asset and liability mix, healthier loan portfo- 
lio and larger non-interest income. 

EPCIBank president Rene Buenaventura said 
the bank had focused on pursuing higher-margin 
middle income and retail accounts, building up its 
low-cost deposit base, cleaning up the balance 
sheet and boosting noninterest income. 

Gross interest income for the period went 
up by 17 percent to P19.4 billion, while inter- 
est expense rose by 10 percent to P8.5 billion. 
Net interest income stood at P10.9 billion, 22 
percent better than a year ago. 

Investment accounts improved by 12 per- 
cent to P67.7 billion. 

However, net customers loans were flat at 
P137.1 billion after reflecting the second 
tranche non-performing asset sale worth P5.3 
billion in the third quarter. The bank's non-per- 
forming loan ratio dropped to 4.14 percent of 
total loans from 7.13 percent in 2004. 

Doris C. Dumlao 


Q1 trade ... 


From pageBl 


higher sales during the summer, and che school 
opening in June, as well as improved tourist 
arrivals and more robust export receipts. 

Business sentiment last reflected bearisl 
prospects in the third quarter of 2005, when 
the DI showed a-3 percent. At the time, politi 
cal uncertainties were compounded by wor- 
ries over the government's fragile fiscal posi- 
tion and skyrocketing oil prices. 

"There was an upuend in the expectations of 
respondents from the NCR, whose DI reversed to 
26.9 percent versus a -0.8 percent index in the 
previous survey. The index accelerated further to 
43 percent for the next quarter. 

On the other hand, the DI in areas outside 
NCR rose to 17.3 percent for the first quarter, 
and further to 27.5 percent for the next quarter. 

‘The employment outlook index also surged to 
144 percent from-0.5 percent a quarter ago. 
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Engulfed in subterfuge 


‘THREATENED BY THE SPECTACULAR IN- 
roads of the state-subsidized Arab competi- 
tion not only in the country but in the region, 
Philippine Airlines has cranked up its consid- 
erable media lobby to oppose this weekend's 
air talks in Clark between the government 
and Bahrain. 

‘The PAL spin is this: Gulf Air president 
James Hogan met with PAL chair Lucio Tan in 
October and shook hands on an agreement on 
a code-sharing alliance rather have their re- 


CockrALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


dency of the Asian Institute of Management. 


KING JAMES AUCTION 


Suite 903 Annapolis Wilshire Plaza, No. 11 Annapolis St, 
Greenhills, San Juan Metro Manila 


WE BUY CLOSED FACTORY, FORECLOSED 
INDUSTRIAL ASSETS, BUILDINGS, MACHINERIES. 
& EQUIPMENT, MINING PLANT, SUGAR MILLS, 


INFO; (0920] 664:3333; 721: 


Current Wook 
Feb. 14,2008 


Last Wosk 
Feb. 7, 2008 


‘Bond Fund - Peso. 138183 


136787 


Магада Fund - Peso. 149575 


148735 


Growth Fund - Peso 3.18209. 


1.13991 


Bond Find- US Dollar 12395 


12302 
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spective governments go through with bilat- iE OF STEEL эл. 
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eral negotiations. 

Between then and now, Gulf Air apparently 
changed its mind, and now through Bahrain 
‘wants its government to seek flight entitle- 
ments, which would then accrue to Gulf Air as 
the country’s lone flag carrier. 

Before these rounds of negotiations, Gulf 
Air had merely borrowed the United Arab 
Emirates’ entitlements, now withdrawn, to fly 
to Manila. 

Indeed, why code-share when Gulf Air can 
have the entire pie to itself; PAL, ironically, 
does not fly to Bahrain now and within the 
foreseeable future. 

PAL had thought the Bahrain-RP talks had 
been rescheduled for April, when PAL shall 
have forged an agreement with Saudi Arabia 
to save its Riyadh flights, PAIS remaining 
Middle East destination. 

That hoped-for agreement with Saudi Ara- 
bia would allow the Philippine flag carrier to 
stop over and pick up passengers in Dubai 
and, with the additional traffic, it is hoped, 
tum around its losing, and much-shrunken 
Middle East segment. 

But with Bahrain and the Philippines meet- 
ing ahead and likely to reach an agreement, 
PAL thinks Saudi Arabia would no longer 
have an incentive to allow PAL the Dubai 
stop. 

Raising the ante, PAL even preempted the 
Clark meetings, and now the carrier has no 
choice but to stop altogether the Saudi Arabi- 
an flights effective next month, thus leaving 
the Middle East market, and the Filipino con- 
tract workers, entirely to the Arab airlines. 


OUCH (Office of the Unretired Chair) 
RCBC has issued a clarification of its an- 
mouncement that Ambassador Alfonso 
Yuchengco has turned over the reins of his fi 
mancial and insurance empire to his eldest 
daughter, Helen Y. Dee. 

“Please take note that Ambassador Alfonso 
т. Yuchengco has not retired from his posi- 
tions with the Rizal Commercial Banking 
Corp. as director and honorary chairman," 
the clarification said. 

Translation: Like Singapore Senior Minis- 
ter Lee Kuan Yew, the taipan is still around to 
occasionally look over the shoulders of his 
daughter. 


Heard through the grapevine 
INVESTMENT bankers 
and stock pickers used 
to mutter about а 
“Lopez premium” and a. 
“Gokongwei discount.” 
With Lopez IPO/stocks 
tanking and Gokong- 
wei offerings suddenly 
hot, it is now the other 
way around. 

(Emai cock- 
tales_pdi@pldtdsl.net 
or cocktales_pdi@ya- 
hhoo.com) 


Investment Funds of 


укалайт Wealth Secure 


UNIT PRICES 
(in Php) 


Feb. 13, 2006 | Feb. 6, 2006 


Fixed Income Fund 1.119913 
1.106224 | 1.106915 

1076151 | 1.091536 

These азота funds эге spec to variable Ме insurance corerscs and are not considered 
us Onde Lis лала prodoct are regulated bye insurance Commission. 

The weedy uri prices are also safabe at что comp 


1.114284 


Balanced Fund 


Equity Fund | 


“Tel. # : 672-2870 86 77, x Fax #:672-2890 10 91 
Елтай: phoenixehstar-ph.com_+_wwwhstar‘ph.com 


Money-go-round 
* THE STERN, always composed Toyota 
president Nobuharu Tabata was on the verge 
of tears as he gave a farewell speech to indus- 
try colleagues Tuesday night at a packed 
Makati Shangri-La ballroom 

‘Tabata, who led the Japanese automaker 
to undisputed sales leadership four years 
in a row, said in an almost confessional 
tone that the Philippine assignment had in- 
deed been the “best” in his lifelong Toyota 
career. 

* Former Metro Pacific president Ricardo 
Pascua has declined his nomination for the presi- 


Naia 3 opening 
still uncertain, 
says MIAA chief 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


eagerness 
татаал 


++ Choose from two-bedroom, one-bedroom and studio. 

units, many with balconies. For lifestyle or investment, 
units are designed for flexibility and may be combined 
or converted 

- Located in Shangri-La Place, in Ortigas Center 

= Link access to Shangri-La Plaza Mall and air-conditioned 
wallaway to EDSA Shangri-La Hotel. МАТ access through 
‘Shangri-La Piaza Май 

- Clubhouse with дут, aerobics room, spa, steam room 

= Swimming pool, kiddies’ роо! * 

- Deluxe Banquet/Function Room 

- 24-hour convenience store, concierge service 


at The St. Francis Towers showroom 
= Monday to Senday - 
right next to the Shangri-La Plaza Mall. 
Shangrila Place. 
EDSA Comer Shaw Boulevard 
Ortigas Center 
Mandaluyong City, Philippines 
634-8080, 634-8111 
634-7756 Р 
c. gelesGthestirancistawers.com 


elus iinsoocieogiiumiee gr 


Call 634-8080, 634-8111 


THE MANILA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AU- 
thority is set to complete the unfinished por- 
tions of the Ninoy Aquino International Airport 
‘Terminal 3 by the end of March but the facility 
may not be opened yet for commercial opera 
tions due to legal issues, its top official said. 

"The terminal is already 98 percent com- 
plete and the 2-percent unfinished portion will 
be completed by March 31," said MIAA general. 
manager Alfonso Cusi in an interview. 

‘The MIAA is completing civil works to cor- 
rect “the more than 40 construction defects” 
at the Naia 3, as claimed by government con- 
sultants who looked into the terminal after 
the government seized it in December 2004. 

“The schedule of the terminal's opening 
has yet to be decided. We fear that there are 
legal issues that may be jeopardized if we 
‘open ordo a dry run," noted Cusi. 

Fraport, the German group that owned the 
majority stake in Philippine International Air 
Terminals Co, filed a $425-million claim 
against the Philippines in September 2003 be- 
forea Washington arbitration court. 

It also sued the Philippine government for 
$900 million. Piatco, the company that won 
the bid to build and operate Naia 3 but whose 
contract was nullified by the Supreme Court in 
2002, is asking an arbitration court in Singa- 
pore to order the government to compensate 
the company $525 million for its investments. 

The Department of Transportation and 
‘Communications vowed to operate the moth- 
balled Ninoy Aquino International Airport 
‘Terminal 3 within the first half of the year. 

‘A папзроп official earlier said the pending ar- 
bitration cases should not affect the timetable. 

“Pending the results of arbitration, the gov- 
ernment has the option to open and operate 
the terminal even before the amount of just 
compensation is determined,” said Transport 
assistant secretary Robert Castanares, "We 
think public interest is paramount.” 
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SHANGRI-LA PLACE 


А Development of The Shang Grand Tower Corporation. 
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«Sis Cruz Rad vo. ton? 
35M Nogolablo 
joo (Zubeen) / 


OPEN HOUSE ! 


FORT BONIFACIO 
BRAND NEW LUXURY TOWNHOUSES, 
меп Bosco tal ty eo ало bt 
ри Ий Bsns à Sng ait 

Hse, Sectors 20t MÅ 

aides hg dai a EU 
Spectr ven V eur mode tet 


ibang 
= Malate Adriatico Vacant 
team Froniago 284 Nego- 
аде Noar Remedios Cice. 
* Taft Ava! Indana 2585m? 
Frontage 41M & 39M Nego- 
fable Near PGH 
* Paco Parez St Lot 1006m” 
w 2st semi-concrete res- 
hse. Negotiable Between 
расе | UN Avenue 
MAKATI 
+ Poblacion, Mercado St cor 
ы 1078m Negoitie NP 
Burgos Steet 
* "Dist 1 Chino Roces 
{Pasong Тато) cor lol 
3700m? Negolablo Near 
Don Bosco 
PASAY 
+ Pak Are Rear to Primero 
%е Mayo iot 1480m Nego- 


ше, 
PARANAQUE 

+ SLEX East Serice Ra. cor 

lo ойт! vacant Nego- 

аре Near Bicutan Inter- 

abie i Ka 


"MANDALUYONG pt i BUR 


+ Onigas Center San Miguel 
же. cor lot 10809m Nego- 
"ite ав SM Megamall 
SAN JUAN 
 Eserhowor 1000m Nego- 
late Near Chb Fino 
* Origa Ave. cor lot 18570? 
"wi try ofice tds Ne- 
olatle Nor Cale SS 
PASIG 
+ Rosario Origas Avo. Ext 
orit 150000? Negoŭabie 
Near Ugong interchange 
QUEZON CITY 
+ Cubao Aurora Bhd. cor lot 
itm? Negotabe 
* Сепо 2 Commonwealth 
"ve. cor lot 4152m Nego- 
бане Near NCBA Colegë 
* Nayong Kaunlaran Sungao 
5. Goon Negotiable Bet 
Dal Моне West Avenues 
* Balintawak EDSA lot 
23157m. Negotiable Near 
Muñoz Plaza 
VALENZUELA 
+ Marias, Mclrtur Hiway 


TIMSTAT RESORT а DEVELOPMENT 
7-062, 087-0707, 0022-3871744, 09224 
CaN Gen-dom weekdays) wwrw-timstatereaity com. 


“FRANCIS CAR RENTAL 
"JL CARS UDANE WORVER 
HEMOS CE. винте 


CRV innova Starex 9483535 
Pavons 9106710 / 4212882 
TONCO CARS SUV VANS Rental 


Diy Vy Monthy Rental 
ин агы CEBU 2) 
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Marikina Brand пен 489278. 
cual P3.2 948-7112 


MARIKINA RANCHOS 


dw 25и ПМ! ANA 


NEAR PWU/PCU 


Bnew Traerety omaissa 
TügrgeP3S40M 8903461 


T Ашо Easy sast 
1% AUTOLOAN 708-0961 


1% Car Lending 656-0140, 
United Tree Car Loan Corp. 


1% CARLOAN 973-6518 
1 Easy Cr Lon 4125088, 
CU aig шт 
18 Easy Car Loan 3748705 


шю. cono, {ey can тишин 


NEAR GREENHILLS 
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ECT E 71] 


чєн сонш. 3STOREY TOW 
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1% taking Cor 7248 
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К OTRO REAL ESTATE 


теӊ: 810-2781; 751-5472 
Се: 0916-5582538 


VISTA DE LAGO 
IR DERAT AUT RIA 
13M 2BR-3.1M ABR 
0920-6348545 


зцуєянооо Tomwones 2 
ARANETA VILLAGE MALABON 
LAISA Рада 419-7294 


Pasig 100000 ОРЛОН ТҮРЕ KOPPEL CARRIER POT 
STON POST ALNARE JUST 


CALL WE DELIVER 9219465 


YAMAHA GRAND & UPRIGHT 
PIANOS © TERMS -17213124 


M Schauer G Sighet Pup 
3342552 — 09175042316 


‘ST BERNARD 0917-4225094 


ELI 


A NAME YOU CAN TRUST! 


BUY • ЗЕЦ • PAWN 
ROLEX«OTHERS 


‘OTHER SWISS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
'HAPPRAISALIFAST CASH 
REPAIRIPOLISH ANY WATCH 
"74804-0404 > 834-2886 


PROFESSIONAL Res Lois Binangonan ныш 
SERVICES 109170986808 


RAPID Tx VD-STD 
Ex. SWEAT PIMPLES КОЮ 
ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
15 Annapolis Greenhils 
Col 7276124 -25 opm. 


GARMA CLINIC 
СМО SPECIALIST 


ТМ ETT 
yrs sro, MERPES 


CALACA BATS 12Km"* 
Gerry 0917-8074122 


REAL ESTATE 
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WE BUY USED 
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‘SWISS WATCH LOANS 


LOW SS INTEREST 


BUYING ROLEX 
‘SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 
HOUSEHOLD 108$ 7269587 + 0917-8884040 
менй анайни таз 

КА MAIDSIVAYA 4388920 
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ALL ARND MAID YAYA COOK 
TIS sun + 09278406112 
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*PISDUTRIP 742-14-57 


haa bern exrioccahy sened 
among Ns has betore Notary 
Punie Oscar Eusebo, Sem 


of the Republic of ie 
Phipohas, Los Angeles, Call- 
ота, US.A per Document No 
2060.52, Seres of 2008 

Ро Feb. 10,17 а 24, 2009 
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‘hl hoa Batore Notary Pub 
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REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


CUBAO эю 0917-92009. 
GLOBAL CITY 0917:7990564 
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CLASSIFIEDS : 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


PHILEX MINING CORPORATION 
No. 27 Brixton Street and Fairlane Street 
Pasig City, Metro Manila 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BI 


Philex Mining Corporation invites contractors to apply for: 
eligibility and to bid for the following projects: 

1. SUPPLY, MAINTENANCE AND CONSULTANCY 
SERVICES PMC'S FEEDER BELT CONVEYING 
SYSTEM; 

2. EARTHWORKS — SUBSIDENCE BACKFILLING. 
Only contractors with expertise on the said mining activities 
will be welcomed. Also, interested parties must submit their 
intent to participate and their latest company profile by 
February 21, 2006 and attend the pre-qualification 
orientation scheduled on February 25, 2006, 1:30 p.m. at 
Padcal, Tuba, Benquet. 

All letters and/or inquiries submit to: Atty. Jennifer Jane 
Gogoling, Bidding Chairman (Fax no. 09195470629 / 
Cellphone no. 09189193266 / email 
jfg@philexmining.com.ph) 

(Sgd.) JOSE ERNESTO С. VILLALUNA 


President and Chief Operating Officer 
(01-Febreary 17.2008) 


Ж Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
D EE 
2E 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
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Fogaraten Tre meted o payment wi be сыл basa ony. The Bang Documents halte 
анаа oy Ре prospect бочи or РЫ алво representere 

Tre PEZA мй hold a РВ Conlerncs oen to aë nereste partes ол 01 March 2008. 200 
ВЕНЫ Gratus FEZA Belang, баш Брин ее Sen Li Pu 


вз эла «ыу адолелі most be бйле о a ess below on or betore Обал 
EIS war 2008 А без usi te scconpaned bra Б sosy п me onm ci GSIS Suy 
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in onas any lih above dates в declared a speciai nonworking hay, vl oma be 


IRENE SAMSON JERRY SORIANO 


Please be informed that the persons whose names 
and pictures appear above have been separated 
from MANPOWER RESOURCES OF ASIA, INC. 
located at 4 2598 DCL House Bldg. Manchas St. 
Brgy. Sta. Cruz, Makati City, telephone number 
899-9958. Any transactions made by either of 
them in behalf of MANPOWER RESOURCES 
OF ASIA, INC. shall not be entertained. 


(POL February 17.2008) 


SACRIFICE SALE 


Location : United Parafiaque 
Industrial Sub IV KM-18 West 
Service Road. 

Lot Area : 5,378 Sq.M. more or 
less 

Floor Area : 4,000 Sq.M. more or 
less, High Ceiling 

Contact Person & Number : 
Benito Chua 5211430 / 
5248668 


GARAGE SALE 
Feb. 18 а 19 domes, hm. 
applasces toys. shoes 54 Set 
Tomo Oc Сы saos 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Taxi Driver 
Alleast HS graduato 
Famiar win M. Mia 
Apply at 
Basic Taxi Спра. 
M. Suarez Ave., 
San Miguel, Pasig City 
64377771001447 
Looklor Vince 
(Wear black shoes 
and parts) 


SALES PROMO GIRLS 


RETIRE 2YRS 05189051567 
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RATES 
75 perline 
cmi EAR 


DEADLINES 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections. 

Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 

Day before publication 


P245 per column centimeter 


every Thursday 


Repubiic of the Philippines. 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 
Regional Office No. 8. 
Candahug, Palo, Leyte 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
PROCUREMENT OF SECURITY SERVICES 


The Commission On Audit through its Bids and Awards Committee (BAC), 
invites contractors to apply for eighty and to bid forthe hereunder project. 
Name of Projet: Procurement of Securly Services 
One(f) - Senior Security rendering 12 hours - P 14,012.98/ 
month Duty dally on broken time 

Ordinary Security Guards 8 hours - P 9,577.58/ 

each-month Duty daly, each. 

COA ROB, Candahug, Palo, Leyte 

Approved Budget forthe Contract: Php 547,327.28 

Contract Duration One Year 

The Complete schedule of activities is sted, ав follows: 

‘ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE 

1. lesuence of Bid February 23- March 10, 2006 
Documents 

2. Pre-Bid Conference. 

3. Submission of 
Appication for Eligibility 
and Bd Proposals 
Opening of Bids 
"Bid Evaluation 


Nine (@) - 


Location 


March 10, 2006, 630 am. COA ROS 
March 13 to March 24, 2006 


March 24, 2006, 6:30 am. COA ROS 
March 25 ~ Apri 7, 2006 
Post-qualiicalon Apri 10— 20, 2006 

Notice of Award Apri 24, 2006. 1 
Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking а similar project 
within the last two years with an amount oft least 50% of the proposed project 
tor bidding. The eligibility check/Screening as well as the Preliminary 
Examination of Bids shall, use non-discretinary "pass/fail" criteria. Post- 
qualication of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 

All particulars relative to Еду Statement and Screening, Bid Security, 
Performance Security, Pre-bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
‘Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent 
provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR). 
Bid documents wil be available only to prospective bidders upon payment of 
a non-refundable amount of Php 700.00 to the COA ROB Cashier. 

The СОА АОВ assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate or 
indemnily bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of the Bid. 


(504) NENA C. MACASA 
ВАС Chairman 


(POL Febrsery 178 23.2005) 


Republic of the Philippines 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 
Regional Office No. 8 
Candahug, Palo, Leyte 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF VARIOUS IT EQUIPMENT, 
OFFICE & OTHER EQUIPMENT AND BOOKS. 


The Commission On Audit through its Bids and Awards Committee. 
(BAC), invites suppliers to apply for eligibility and to bid for the 
hereunder project. 


Мате of Project : SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF VARIOUS IT 
EQUIPMENT, OFFICE AND OTHER 
EQUIPMENT AND BOOKS 
COA ROB, Candahug, Palo, Leyte 

1 Php3,579,700.00 


Location 
Approved Budget 
for the Contract. 
Dalvery Period: Within 15 days after acceptance of Purchase Order 
Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar. 
project within the last two years with an amount of at least 50% of 
the proposed project for bidding. The eligibility check/Screening as 
well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall, use non- 
discretionary “pass/fail” criteria. Post-qualification of the lowest 
calculated bid shall be conducted. 
Ай particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid 
Security, Performance Security, Pre-bidding Conference, Evaluation 
of Bids, Post-Qualiication and Award of Contract shall be governed 
by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules 
and Regulation (IRR). 
The complete schedule of activities is listed, as follows: 


ACTIVITIES ‘SCHEDULE 

1. issuance of Bid Documents | February 23-March 10, 2006 

2. Pre-Bid Conference: March 10, 2006, 1:30 p.m., COA ROB 

3. Submission of Application for] March 13 to March 24, 2006 
Еву and Bid Proposals. 

4. Opening ol Bids. 

5. Bid Evaluation. 

6. Post-qualification Apri 10-20, 2006. 

7. Notice of Award Apri 24, 2006 

Bid documents will be available only to prospective bidders upon 

payment of a non-refundable amount of Php700.00 to the СОА ROB. 

Cashier. 

The COA ROB assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate 

or indemnity bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of 

the Bid. 


March 24, 2006, 1:30 p.m., COA ROB, 
March 25-April 7, 2006 


(894) NENA C. MACASA 
ВАС Chairman 
(rove. 3221000 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


p 

NATHALIE ANTIMANO KAREN MIRANDA 
Please be informed that the persons whose names 
and pictures appear above are no longer connected 
with SEALANES MARINE SERVICES, INC. located 
at 8/F Pryce Center Bldg., 1179 Chino Roces Avenue 
corner Bagtikan, Makati City, telephone number 
899-9958. Any transactions made by either of 
them in behalf of SEALANES MARINE SERVICES, 
INC. shail not be entertained. 


ores 17.2008) 


More Classified Ads on Pages АП, A23, B6 & B8 


12:00 noon 
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PRE-NEED FIRM COURT UPDATE 


By Elizabeth L. 
Sanchez 


А MAKATI REGIONAL 
Trial Court has al- 
lowed TPG Corp. to 
temporarily defer pay- 
ments to its plan hold- 
ers and creditors. 

TPG, one of the 
country’s top pre-need 
fims, sought the 
cours protection on 
Feb. 9 so it could ac- 
quire some breathing 
space to restructure its 
debt to plan holders. 

It is the fourth 
such company to be 
rocked by financial 
problems, prompting 
itto file for corporate 
rehabilitation, 

‘The other firms are 
TPG, along with Pa- 
cific Plans Inc., Plat- 
inum Plans, and Col- 
lege Assurance Plan. 


Petition 

In its petition to the 
court, TPG admitted 
that it would be un- 
able to meet its debts 
to plan holders. 

Judge Sixto Marel- 
la Jr. of Makati RTC 
Branch 138 on Feb. 
14 issued the stay or- 
der after he found 
that TPG's petition 
for rehabilitation was 
“sufficient in form 
and substance.” 

With the stay order, 
TPG is prohibited from 
selling, transferring or 
disposing any of its 
properties, and mak- 
ing any payment of its 
outstanding liabilities. 

The court also ap- 
pointed lawyer Arthur 
Ponsaran as TPG's re- 
habilitation receiver. 

‘Ahearing on the pe- 
titionis set for April 5. 


Claims 

According to TPG, 
daims covering the 
second semester of 
schoolyear 2005-2006 
threaten to deplete its 
trust fund. TPG's trust 
fund assets are worth 
900 milion, 

‘As of January 2006, 
pending claims for ed- 
ucation and pension 
plans have reached 
P159.4 million. Of the 
total, claims for open- 
ended education plans 
amount to P81.9 mil- 
lion. 

TPG has a total of 
28,903 open-ended 
plan holders. Some 
6,209 plan holders 
are set to make their 
claims for the present 
semester. There are 
also pending claims 
fom pension plan 
holders worth rough- 
1y P28.97 million. 

TPG is also facing 
claims from pre-ter- 
minated education 
and pension plans 
worth P46 million. 

Бог. schoolyear 
2006-2007, claims 
from open-ended ed- 
ucation plan holders 
are esümated to bit 
P200 million. 

As of December 
2005, TPG cash is 
worth P149.9 million. 
s total assets were 
pegged at P13. 
while total liabilities 
stood at P1.2 billion. 


Stocks ... 


From page BI 
overnight by new 
Federal Reserve 
Chair Ben Bernanke. 

"The Philippine Stock 
Exchange composite 
index rose 2.33 points. 
to 207642 after wad- 
ing between 207238 
and 2079.64. Volume 
was 91096 milion 
shares worth P873.96 
milion. 

The broader all- 
shares index gained 
1.16 points to 988.46. 
Gainers and losers 
were even at 43 each, 
with 57 stocks un- 
changed. APP 


Stocks open 
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February 16, 2006. 
Country 

‘United States 
Japan 

Unted Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 

Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thaland 


UAE 
Euro 
Апайда: 
Вад 
Denmark 
India 
Malaysia 
Moxico 

Now Zealand 
South Africa. 
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Makati judge orders suspension of TPG payments 


PGA Cars, Inc., the country's only 
authorized importer; distributor and” 
service provider of Audi cars, invites all 
Audi car owners to register their vehicles 
and take advantage of the benefits of 
being connected. 


The Power of 
"Connections 


With the country's only on-line diagnostic 
service connectivity to Audi AG, Ingolstadt, 
Germany, we can give your Audi vehicle 
the full service that it requires. The Audi 
service system is an essential tool 
designed to meet the needs of all Audi саг 
owners worldwide. 


Being connected means only we can 
provide factory-backed warranty coverage. 
Owners of old and new Audi cars can 
contact us for queries regarding the 
validity and coverage of their warranty. 


Register your Audi with PGA Cars and take 
advantage of the power of connections. 


Call us today at 727 0386. 


PGA Cars, Inc. 

Authorized importer, distributor and service provider - 
201 EDSA, Mandaluyong City 

wenvaudioh 


Francis Kong, bestselling author of "Only the Real Malle 
and 10 other books ado program host, Business Mater and 
sought fer Motnational Speaker 
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Leader Marcus Buckingham va special 
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ACHIEVERS & 


LEADERS 
SEMINAR 


March 21, 2006, 8:30 am - 5:30 pm f 
Dusit Hotel, Makati City = 
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Francs Kong's 7th Achievers and Leaders Seminar (ALS) 


The 7 Leadership Challenges 


* Leam how to lead your boss, superiols and colleagues 
* Know what separates the great manager from the great leader Ta ect Dian We ds 
* Discover the keys to achieving your goals uem NON Y 
* Know how to lead through adversity with integrity раа and o бе cut 
* Be inspired to excel 
* Discover how our strength as one people can be maximized to tum our а 
personal lives and country around 
+ Learn how to manage and lead our own lives in the midst of all leadership 
challenges Am 
їл. Ue бике. Mà desig son, Francis Kong 
айша be этиш by imparting stes ley to met бе 
len d тийиши, кшй our aes monui and 
ul sue we dormi outon Ре mos прота! бир le 
prem 


15: Discovering the белоп Leader 
Wan. Be inspired wi coe ol URS youngest 
milenore ad пон Сюй 


Gage Hse Miei Gg о 
es ufo бой Кы Rowen 
tng acre Catal w bac mi 
Chloe tan о melon бе edie, 
rito ssh pn ше адек 


Reserve now and save P500 if you pay on or before February 21, 2006! 
Our sukis can save as much as P1,000! 

Regular rate: P7,577 + VAT 

Early bird rate: P 7,077 + VAT (if reserved by Feb. 21st) Coma > 
Suki rate: P6,577 + VAT (reserved for companies that have "№ кейи When he net жр my entire team” 
booked at any of the past ALS.) " 


Special Group rates - call now! 813-271 03/32 


Call for our special group rates 
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The Private Sector Mobilization for Family Planning (PRISM), а 
project funded by the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) under contract number 492-C-00-04-00036- 
00 and implemented by a consortium led by Chemonics International, 
Inc. is soliciting offers for: 


Conduct of Rapid Assessment of the Autonomous 
Region of Muslim Mindanao For Private Sector Involvement 
1п Family Planning 


Background 


The PRISM Project supports USAID/Philippines! Strategic Objective. 
3, desired family size and improved health sustainably achieved, 
Focusing on three components: 1) Increased workplace support for 
family planning (FP) services and referrals, 2) establishment of 
viable, mass market brands of hormonal contraceptives, and 3) 
increased business value of FP among private practice providers. 


The implementation of carefully selected PRISM strategic activities 
outlined in the work plans of the three technical components, are 
Carried oul in geographic areas, e.g., provinces or cities, and called 
strategic intervention areas (SIAs). The SIAs are conceived as the 
laboratory for PRISM project staff, its consortium partners, and the 
area-based partners to ensure that synchronization of component 
Strategies and the convergence of the project component activities 
will result to the motivation and capacity of the private sector to 
market, sell, and distribute compelitive FP products and services. 


The objective of this procurement is to solicit responsive offers from 
qualified, responsible Philippine-based research/consulting 
compantes/firms, foundations, or non-government organizations 
(hereafter referred to as "Ойегог") for the conduct of "Rapid 
Assessment of the Autonomous Region of Mustim Mindanao for 
Private Sector Involvement їп Family Planning". The primary 
‘objective of the rapid assessment is to scan the local environment 
and identify opportunities and constraints as well as potential 
partners for Ihe effeclive implementation of the three project 
‘component activities. 


Qualification Requirements 


Must be a Philippine or US-based research/consulting 
‘companiesifirms, foundations, or non-government organizations. 
Must be in operation for the past 3 years and have relevant 
experience in ARMM. 

Must have a team of qualified personnel to manage and execute 
the project. 
Must have a positive net worth for 2004 or 2005 whichever is 
applicable * 
For a copy of the Request for Proposal, please get in touch with 
Mr. Roldan B. Ramos, Subcontracts Specialist at tel/fax. no. (02) 635- 
2397 local 226 or email: cramos@orism.org.ph. Interested 
parties may also download a copy of the RFP at 
hitouhealth groups. yahoo com/qroup/PRISMContracts) 


The deadline for submission of proposals s on or before 5:00 Р.М, 
Monday, March 17, 2006. Please see RFP for instructions on 
proposal submission. 


Questions on RFP must be submitted not later than March 10, 2006 
by e-mail or fax at the attention of Mr. Roldan Ramos. The answers 
will be posted at the PRISM Contracts yahoo groups or sent to all 
parties who requested a copy of the RFP Ihrough e-mail 
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Outsource industry seen growing 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


INCREASED INVESTOR CONFI- 
dence in the country is expected to 
drive further growth of revenues, 
investments and workforce in the 
local information technology-en- 
abled service sector. 

Ernest L. Cu, director of the 
Business Processing Association 
of the Philippines, yesterday said 
the sectors estimated total rev- 
enues of $1.83 billion in 2005 
would likely grow by 50 percent 
this year. 

“The workforce engaged in Кез 
numbering some 162,000 is seen 
to increase by Sl percent in 
2006," Cu said. 

Citing Board of Investments es- 
timates, Cu said Ites investments 
were expected to increase 40 per- 
cent from P11 billion last year. 


Cu presented an industry re- 
port before a CEO Forum during 
the opening of the two-day e-Ser- 
vices Philippines 2006 being held 
at the Edsa Shangri-La Hotel in 
Mandaluyong City. 

ESP 2006, dubbed the 6th Out- 
sourcing Conference and Exhibi- 
tion, gathered leading industry 
expers and executives as re- 
source persons. 

Speaking for the local пез in- said. 
dustry umbrella group, Cu said 
the country remained the most 
favored location for offshore 
business process outsourcing 
ventures, after India. 

He said the Philippines en- 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


Ang Bangkong May Damdaming-Bayan 
1598 М. H. del Piar corner Dr. J. Quintos Streeis, Malate, Manila 
Tel. Nos. 522-0000; 526-0100 connecting all departments 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Land Bank of the Philippines invites supplierstmanufacturersldistributorsicontractors to apply 
| tor eigbsity and to bid for the projects as stated below: 


пв No. tem { Description Approved Budaet Source of Funds 
2006-018 150 Unis Modem. Р 225000000 LBP Funds 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project within the last two 
(2) years with an amount of at least 50% of the proposed project for bidding. The Eligibility Check! 
Screening as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-discretionary "pass/tai 
Grtena. Post qualficaton of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 

Bidding for the above requirements is scheduled on March 15, 2008 at 1:00 PM and pertinent 
Bid Documents may be obtained from the General Services Department, 25th Floor. LANDBANK 
| Plaza, М Н del Piar comer Dr. Quintos Streets, Malate, Mania, upon payment of a non-refundable 

fee of P1,000.00. 

Interested suppliers are requested to attend the Pre-Bid Conference scheduled on March 2, 
2006 at the 25th Floor. Conference Room, LANDBANK Plaza, Malate, Mania. 

All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Performance 
Security, Pre-Bidding Conference(s), Evaluation of Bids, Post Qualification and Award of 
Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisons of RA’ 9184 and its Implementing Rules 
and Regulations (IRR). 

LANDBANK reserves the right to reject any or all bids, declare the bidding a failure or waive 
any required formality егеп and make an award to the bider whose bid is the most advantageous 
to the Bank. 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


(Pocreb 17 & 24.2000) 


Experts expect 2006 revenues 
to exceed the $2-billion level “hotspots,” especiatiy secondary 


joyed increased confidence from 
the international community due 
to lessened political instability, 
the country's improved credit rat- 
ing and the emergence of cities 
outside Metro Manila as competi- 
tive locations for BPO. 

“However, the industry contin- 
ues to face labor resource chal- 
lenges because labor rates are in- 
creasing faster than inflation,” Cu 


Aside from that, he said the in- 
dustry needed to move up the val- 
че chain and offer more complex 
services considering the rise of 
lower-value competition from Chi- 
na, Vietnam and Eastern Europe. 
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Cu recommended for the in- 
dustry as well аз the government. 
develop other offshore 


cities that have ample supply of 
qualified college graduates, like 
Dumaguete in the Visayas. 

He explained that a continued 
concentration of businesses in 
Metro Manila would lead to unfa- 
vorable rates of increase in wages 
and higherattrition of workers. 

Also, Cu said industry players 
should move beyond call centers 
and foster the development of the 
non-voice sector, such as BPO op- 
erations involved in animation, 
software development and data 
transcription. 

“Further, we should all take the 
effort to increase (global) aware- 
ness about the Philippines as ап 
outsourcing haven,” he said. 


Basic sells unit 
to Forum firm 


By Abigail L. Ho 


LISTED FIRM BASIC CONSOLIDATED INC. 
(BCI) has agreed to sel its entire stake in sub- 
sidiary Basic Petroleum and Minerals Inc. 
(BPMI) to British-Canadian joint venture Fo- 
rum Energy Plc. for $17 million. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change yesterday, BCI said its board of directors 
оп Feb. 15 approved the sale and purchase 
agreement (SPA), which, upon stockholders ap- 
proval, provided for Forum Energy's acquisition 
of BCI 500 million shares of stock in BPMI. 

The company said it was selling the unit to 
consolidate and generate investment funds 
for its oil and gas projects and other viable 
businesses. 

Under ће SPA, the $17-million will be paid 
in stages. 

Ofthe $17 million, $5 million worth of cash 
and Forum Energy shares will be given to BCI. 

BPMI owns participating interest and/or 
cost recovery accounts in Service Contract 
(SC) 14 in Northwest Palawan, SC 6-A and 6- 
B also in Northwest Palawan, SC 41 in San- 
dakan Basin, SC 42 in Northwest Palawan and 
Geophysical Survey and Exploration Contract 
(GSEC) 94 in offshore West Palawan. 
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A PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER VIDEO DOCUMENTARY 


PHILIPPINE SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL SYSTEM 
Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City 


тә Pippin Sanco High School Syatom of he Deparment o! Science ала Te announces tho successi quails of не 2008 Search for PSHS Scholars. 809 examinees o Ihe 17,389 applicants succeasilyhurded the rigid wo sap screen 
van T iting Seance Hi боло Эуе 0, Sas eopecel The FSHS Systm has nna (9) campuses a over e county. Te quer wil be old drecy by nei respectiv campuses or noy may ef touen wh те Dredbrdl т PSHS |- 
Campus where toy quad for mora information. : 
"THE PSHS CAMPUSES: 
1. MAN CAMPUS s 5 
Aum Road, Blan, Quezon Су 
Л o: (02) 9265791026 0010029-1е06 
Www pshsedupn 
„ LOCOS REGION CAMPUS 
оао те San atone locos Sur 
ТӘ: No: (617) T2e-4160/920-2677 


BICOL REGION campus 7. EASTERN VISAYAS CAMPUS. 
Tagontong. Goa Camarines Sur Paving, Palo, Late 

Tel No. (04) 459-1598 Tel. No (053) 524-0129 

SOUTHERN MINDANAO CAMPUS 

Sio. Niño, Tugbok District Мина, Davao Clty 
Tel: No: (082) 263-0004/293-0002. 


WESTERN VISAYAS CAMPUS. 
Lawaan H. Lopez Campus, Brgy. Blo-on, Jaro District, Illo Cty 
Tol. No.: (083) 329-5644 


CENTRAL MINDANAO CAMI 


Pus 
Mindanao Civic Canter, Tubod, Lanao del Norte 
Tel No. (063) 341-5297 


CENTRAL VISAYAS CAMPUS s 
Talaytay, Argao, Cebu clo PSHS System-Admissions Ofice 

Agham Road. Dilman, Quezon Cily 

та. No. (02) 926-5701 


. CAGAYAN VALLEY CAMPUS D 
NVSIT Compound, Bayombong. Nueva Vizcaya 
Tel. No.: (076) 321-2843/321-2280 


Application forms for 


“The PSHS scholars get a monthly stipend in addition to roe tuition and көө 
achievemont and behavior. 
the National Competitive Examinations for SY 2007 — 2008 wil be avaliable on June 15, 2006. For more Information, you may call the following telephone nos. (02) 926-5701 / 824-0614. 


The new scholars for SY 2006 ~ 2007 are: 


tio canara UNE OUTER 


кеп of textbooks. Uniform, transportation and living allowances are aiso given according іо financial need. Scholars are expected lo meet highest standard of scholastic 
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ERITAGE PARK 
FORT BONIFACIO 


*Elegant & Spacious Chapels * US-made Caskets «Catered Meals 


*Flowers by 
Thank You 


Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 
Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 


*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 
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ес A27, 
7^ ATTY. BRICCIO — 2 
N. TAMPARONG, SR. 


of Cagayan de Oro City 


D 
= Peacefully joined his Creator 
on the 14th of February 2006 at the age of 88. 


He is survived by his wife Aida 
and child: п (1) and wife Maridel, 
йу; and grandchildren Aimi 
nessa, Mika, Maite and 
Maigi T: brother to Ernesto (1) 
& wife Alice, Roy and wife Carmen. 


His body lies in state at the 
Divine Shepherd Men 


pI 
Ж 7* Cagayan de Oro City (08821 and i 
А, оп 17 February 2006 at 8:00 a.m. 


ATTY. REYNALDO RAPIZ LEDESMA © 


Joined our Creator on February 13, 2006. 


His loving wife Ligaya (1); children: Atty. Ronaldo, Ricky & 
Liz, Marie Yvette, Dr. Raul & Issa; grandchildren: Katrina Dale 
“Chop”, Ricardo Luis “Mao” and all his relatives and friends 
request the pious readers to pray for the etenal repose of his 
soul. 


His remains lie in state at Superior Chapel, Funeraria Paz, 
Quezon City. 


Interment will be held at Loyola Marikina on February 18, 2006 
at 9:00 a.m. after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 


An obituary with a picture can be a 
fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 
Always caring.. INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Certificate Ө Any identification document (L.D.) , 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS and banicto-bank payments 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT - MESSAGE OF THANKS + DEATH ANNIVERSARY + REQUIEMS + FREE OBIT DESION 


By Ernesto M. Ordoñez 


ON THE DAY SECRETARY ANGE- 
lo reyes took over the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources (DENR), Jose 
Maria Zabaleta, Executive Direc- 
tor of the Sugar Millers Associa- 
tion, expressed hope that the new 
secretary would immediately re- 
voke a department order that im- 
poses useless costs on companies. 
that could well kill present and 
future jobs. 

DAO 05-06 states that the 
Mandatory Environmental Insur- 
ance Coverage MEIC "shall encom- 
pass payment of damages to 
‘wealth and property, environment 
rehabilitation, remediation, and/or 
clean up costs and expenses, and 
provide a facility for the alleviation 
and recompense for any kind of en- 
vironmental impairment or dam- 
age by reason of the project." 

Zabaleta said: “The objectives of 
the MEIC are the right ones, but 
these can already be achieved 
through the provisions of existing 
laws" 


Environment guarantee fund 

Today, there is an Environment 
Guarantee Fund (EGF), where 
companies are required by law to 
contribute specific amounts of 
money The amount depends on 
factors such as a company's capital- 
ization and risk to environment lev- 
els, 

Several food processors com- 
mend the transparency in the use 
of these funds, This is because a 
multi-sectoral group exercises 


dose supervision over the EGR 
Chaired by the DENR, these groups 
include the concerned industry, lo- 
cal government units and non-gov- 
ernment organizations. 

Ifthe company contributions to 
the EGF are not used because 
there is no environmental dam- 
age, the fund builds up. On the 
other hand, if money is taken out 
of the EGR company contributions 
can be increased accordingly. 

Zabaleta said: "If the funds in 

the EGF today are not sufficient to 
meet the stated objectives of MEIC, 
the solution is to increase the EGF 
fund with its 
builtin 
parency and ac- 
‘countability safeguards. We com- 
mend the DENR for having formu- 
lated the EGF mechanisms through 
extensive consultations with all the 
affected “stakeholders.” 


Areas of concern 

In the formulation of the MEIC 
department administrative order, 
such consultations did not take 
place. Thus, important areas of 
concern have been raised. 

Опе в that all firms with an Envi- 
ronmental Clearance Certificate 
(ECC) and the Certificate of Non- 
Coverage (CNC) are now required 
to contribute significant additional 
funds to the MEIC. 

If justified, this additional cost 
‘would be appropriate. However, the 
individual in-depth company analy- 
sis done for the EGF is not present 
in the MEIC. Consequently, many 
firms will be forced to give unneces- 
sarily large contributions. 


wans- COMMENTARY 


USE 


Useless costs kill jobs 


For example, a CNC is the certi- 
fication of the DENR Environ- 
ment Management Group that 
says that a project has negligible 
impact on the environment. It 
should, therefore, not be required 
to pay additional insurance pre- 
miums as specified in the MEIC 
order. 

For companies with ECCs, the 
additional insurance a company 
has acquired through its own ini- 
tiative may not be appropriately 
credited in determining that com- 
panys required MEIC contribu- 
tion. 

Another con- 
cern is that not 
all of the 41 in- 
surance companies accredited by 
the DENR are knowledgeable or 
qualified enough to undertake 
the necessary steps required for 
MEIC compliance. 

Today, only one company at- 
tests to having policies covering 
environmental insurance. This 
makes it the only underwriter for 
the insurance. The 40 others sim- 
ply become agents of application. 
This virtual monopoly puts at risk 
the features of transparency and 
accountability present in the EGE 


Impact to farmers 

‘Though 40 percent of our labor 
force is directly accounted for by 
agriculture, another 30 percent is 
accounted for by agriculture-related 
industries. 

Albert Lim, President of the Na- 
tional Federation of Hog Farmers 
Incorporated, said: “If government 
imposes useless costs on food pro- 


cessing, such as those that may re- 
sult from the MEIC implementa- 
tion, we will not get the invest- 
ments that we need. This will 
greatly harm the farmers, whose 
products will not generate the val- 
пе they would otherwise get with 
food processing.” 

A similar lack of consultation 
led to the uproar over DENR's au- 
tomatic cancellation of all Com- 
munity- Based Forest Manage- 
ment Agreements (CBFMAS). 

The cancellation has affected 
200,000 hectares of mangrove 
areas in the coastal areas and 1.9 
million hectares in the uplands. 

This cancellation of legal 
agreements without due process 
was linked to signed, but yet un- 
published, administrative orders 
allowing ‘investments іп these 
‘same areas, with no regard to the 
now cancelled CBFMAS. 


Action taken 

To his credit, DENR Secretary 
Michael Defensor immediately 
ordered a halt to the implementa- 
tion of the questionable adminis- 
trative orders when he heard of 
the objections, and subjected 
them to further review. 

It is hoped that DENR Secre- 
tary Reyes will act in the same 
manner. 

(The author is Agriwatch chair; 
former Cabinet secretary for Presi- 
dential Flagship Programs and 
Projects, and former undersecre- 
tary of agriculture and trade and 
industry. For inquiries and sugges- 
tions, email agriwatchphil@ya- 
hoo.com or telefax 02-8516635.) 
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Discover a special place tomorrow. 
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BIR tax effort 
rose in 2005 


to 9.9 


of GDP 


Agency still fell short 
of target of 10.396 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL 
Revenues tax effort increased 
last year to 9.9 percent of gross 
domestic product, ending seven 
straight years of decline. 

The BIRS tax effort, which 
measures its ability to increase its 
revenues relative to the growth їп 
the economy, is computed as the 
ratio between the agency's tax 
collection of PS34486 billion 
and GDP of P5.379 trillion. 

The BIR's tax effort is different 
from the national government's 
tax effort, which includes collec- 
tions from the Bureau of Cus- 
toms. 

Records showed that ће ВІКУ 
tax effort hit 13 percent in 1997, 
before going downhill to 12.7 
percent in 1998, 11.5 percent in 
1999, 10.8 percent in 2000, 10.7 
percent in 2001, 10.2 percent їп 
2002, 9.9 percent in 2003 and 9.7 
percent in 2004. 

‘The government attributes the 
improvement in the tax effort to 
the administrative measures im- 
plemented by the BIR to improve 


revenue collections, such as the 
use of third-party sources to veri- 
fy the accuracy of income tax dec- 
larations by corporate taxpayers. 

But despite the increase, last 
year's tax effort still fell short of 
the government's target of 10.3 
percent. 

The shortfall in the tax effort 
was brought about by the BIR's 
inability to meet it$ absolute col- 
lection target last year of P546.9 
billion 

This year, the BIR is tasked to 
collect P675.353 billion, or 26 
percent higher than its last years 
collection. 

With a target GDP of P5.999 
trillion this year, the BIR is there- 
fore required to attain a tax effort 
of 11.3 percent. 

The government is pinning its 
hopes on the implementation of 
the VAT Reform Law to boost col- 
lections of the BIR, the main rev- 
enue collector for the national 
government. 

‘The VAT Reform Law expanded 
the coverage of the value-added 
tax to include oil and electricity, 
among others, starting Nov. 1 last 


year. Italso raised the 
VAT rate from 10 to 
12 percent starting 
last Feb. 1. 

The tax measure is 
estimated to bring in 
P75 billion in addi- 
tional revenues this 
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INVITATION TO BID 


LORO п ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. INC. ILECO I) WITH 
OFFICE ADDRESS AT BRGY. CAU-AYAN, POTOTAM. 
RDILO i$ INVITING ELIGIBLE BIDDERS FOR BIDDING OF 


I ILOILO п ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 


NNSTALLED DENDRO THERMAL EQUIPMENT (AS 15 
WERE IS] LOCATED WITHIN INCA RESERVATION AT 
SITO TAGBAKAN, BRGY. JAYOSO, LAMBUNAO, RON. 

You are затое теде for Pro-Gis on March 30, 2006 
шу pim s LECON Board Room Gry Cao ay. 
froparsoon lo e inal мой волава оп Арт В, 2006 


ЕТС Спрете ис. сле 
LECON nes me nga cone aë motae rgardng e bidang 
ssdequoment 

Formers nomen, plese contact Me Fernand Lasaia 
Engr ose Reamond Ene Rogos s (039508 8981 (030 529- 
кёк 


(208) RAMON, APURA, SR 
Manager 


Jon 
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e CIVILAERONAUTICSBOARD < *257 


CLDMAROND.PKAYGIY semper 
D Em 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Cil Aeronautics Board (САВ). through the Bids and Awards Committee 
(BAC). wii conduct a pubie bóng for 1a supply athe folowing computer equpment, 


Cavan DESCRIPTION mupgEr ] 
iUas | IBM branded desktop computer with. 
the folowing specficatons: 
Pentium V 30 GHz processor 
(HT Technology) 
+ 256 MB DDR Memory 
} Atleast 64MB veo card 
* Atleast 80 GB hard drive 
1 Windows XP Professional, pre-nstated, 


 2,000,000.00) 


Any branded Lap Top. 
" tol Pontum Processor 
1 250MB DOR Memory upgradeable 
up 10268 
+ Alleast 4068 Hard Disk Drive 
1 OD (EXT INT) 
1 58K Modem 
1 10100 Mbps Fast Ethomet LAN 
1 Combo Оте 
+ At least 2x USB 20 Port 
7 Microsoft Windows XP (Home/Pro) 
Antes (Ме Айев) 
i2Unm | HP PSC i1 1410 printer 
2008 | MS Onco xP 2003 (OLP NL) 


‘Bing ий be conducted through open compallive procedures as specfied in 
the IRR-A GI RA 8184, otherwise Known as tho Governmont Procurement Ralo 


200 


ө иеде bidding system under whch al nlerestodbiddors 
are requred о subit ioo (3) envelopes namely the Ерому Envelope, the First 
Siveco ос Technezl Proposals and tna Second Envelope or o Franca Proposal 
‘Al particulars relative lo Eligibiity statement and scrooning, Bid Security, 
Pdormanca Securty, pro-id conference, evaluation о! Bids, post quatficalon 
Award cl Contract eal ve governed by ha porinan provsions ol RA 9184 and їз 
RR. 
The complete schedule of actvtio is isted as follows 
ICTIVITIES. I 
(issuance of t Documents — — | 


Presa Colore. 
-Drooono ot B Тараа Documents | 


March 18, 2008 
The CAB assumes no responsibly whatsoover і compensato or отму 
‘bidders lor any expenses incurrod in tha prparaton of thay bids Should you neod 
Sy rior nlermaton ог свако regarding ta above, please contact Jesus 
Р bay Jr. Сто! Administrative Division or Mr. Warner C. Camba, at Осо 
eiophana rumor 851-48-98 
= Erratum: Instend of P1,600,000.00 budget as earlor publishod last 10 
February 2000 t shou bo P2,000,000 00 incisive of EVAT. Fase take noie of 
Inergages in quantty ol noms. 
С. eor 
оі ARCH 
Ay Exocitwe Оос 
rman, бов and Awards Commitoe (BAC) 
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Banker’s 
dilemma: 
How to 
segmentize 
corporate 
accounts 
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MYTH #1 
ARENT ALL CARS AS SAFE 
AS A VOLVO THESE DAYS? 


Sadly, no. Although — strange as it might sound 
— we've tried to make sure they are. For example, 
‘when Volvo invented the threc point seat belt im 1959 
‘we decided not (o patent it so all manufacturers could 
use i — and save even more lives. (we did the 
same thing when we invented the catalytic converter 
їп 1976, incidentally. No patent) 
Because when it comes 4 
committed to going the extra That's why we 
build all our ears to safety standards that go far 
beyond the EURO NCAP star system. No wonder 
that Folksam, à Swedish crash testing 
used data from fe accidents to cala 
Volvo models ast 30% safer than the aver 
Consumers Association safety 
consistently beats many cars 


we're utterly 


4 over 30,000 real lile a 
amd used their findings 


only half the 
Scale collision 
discover on th 
We then 
safety enhanc 
crumple zone 
our Whiplash 
risk of longa 


And wet 
won't stor 
developin 
refining and 


that our car 
can possibly 


Drive the 2006 Volvo S60 Т5 and b 
ution (EBD), Dynamic 
ав fast as you drive. When conventio 


lowing you d: 


MYTH #2 
A VOLVO'S NATURAL 
HABITAT IS THE SLOW LANE 


Or at the very most, the middle lane. But put 

your foot down im a Volvo these days and у 

that myth disappears as fast as the cars im your rear- 
‘Aller ай. Volvo was winning British Touring Car 

Championships when the competition was still silting 

оп their dads" shoulders in the stands. And we've 

carried that love of fatout thrills into our production 
Take the Volvo 560 TS, for example. ыс 

for test drives at 

hours at 

speed о! 

production car to hold such a 

mighty 260bhp und: 


‘old perception of what a luxury sex 
Contro! (ОТС) 
mn... break through. 


To know more of the S60's features fast, book your test drive now: 


MYTH #3 
OK, BUT ARENT VOLVO 
FANS IN THE MINORITY? 


expect 
respondent. 
Volvos are cool cars to be scen im. 

ioriously hard to please 

э bowled over - "à must 

thing that made it head 

ites. Influenced by the 

ick im the solar plexus, we truly felt that if 
this is what 


attraction towards a Volvo, take heart. 
You're not alone Now why not sce 
those longings М 


felt inexplicable feelings of 


MYTH #4 


VOLVO CARS ARE 
SLEEK AND STYLISH. 


OK. NOW THIS MYTH IS TRUE AND 
WE TOTALLY AGREE. 
Take a look current саг range and we're 
' definitely sexy and curvy - 
seductive curves, elegant profiles — youl 
find them all over our 2006 range. 

But don't take о for iL The best way to 
really see how far we've come is to get behind the 
wheel yourself. So if you like what you read so far 
- the best is yel to come. 


a 
or 
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an Aboitiz company 
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POLITICAL RISKS 


Handling a 


By Dante M. Velasco 
Contributor 


NOTHING ELSE IS NEW. PROJECT PROPO- 
‘nents and managers—after putting up an indus- 
«trial plant, inaugurating a mining site, or erect- 
ing a cement plant—are usually shocked by the 
‘consequent hostility of host communities. 

‘A power plant in Mindanao, a few years 
‘ago, was about complete and turbines were 
just about to crank out electricity, but other 
important installations could not be delivered 
"to the site because the roads were blocked by 
protestors lying in the middle of the road. 

‘A mining site could not start operations 
due to an implacable resistance by the com- 
munity, raising environmental concerns. А 
changing of the guards was hastily made fora 
mew tack, but even the local church prelate re- 
mains unconvinced. 

A cement plant in the north did not see the 
light of day due to the vigorous opposition of 
local residents, confronting the project propo- 
ments with serious environmental issues that 
remained unanswered to this day. 

"The good news is, the power plant in Min- 
danao has long begun operations, due to a be- 
lated realization that there was a “political” cri 
sisin the community, and then officials staged a 
successful stakeholder communication effort. 

It addressed concerns on the possible pol- 
lution of rivers and risks оп health, and 
reached out to the leaders in the area at all 
levels of decision-making, from the barangay 
chairman to the governor. 

The protesters were not won over complete- 
ly, but a mechanism of “critical collaboration" 
"was agreed on. Thus, plant authorities to this 
day are always on their toes anytime the multi- 
sectoral monitoring group calls their attention 
to a possible health or environmental risk. 

The mining project continues to be hobbled 
‘bya lack of genuine communication effort, but 
"hopes are high that the entry of a high profile 
executive, known for his commitment to the 
environment, might yet resolve the impasse. 

Engineering marvel is not enough. There 
must be a gap somewhere. And most project 
managers have a “blind spot” in the area of “po- 
litical risks,” which can be addressed by a wide- 
ranging and well-informed “stakeholder com- 
munications" program. This program proceeds 
from the concept that host communities, among 
many others, are “stakeholders” ofa project. 

Engineers and construction experts may 
build an engineering marvel, harness the best 
project management methods, complete the 
project on schedule and within budget, go 
through scientifically tested simulation exer- 
ises, even perfect technical information dis- 
semination among themselves (which they 
call “communication” in a severely limited 
"way)—yet the projects are delayed or moth- 
balled because they were met with great resis- 
tance by people. 

Ina study l'm making, I found out that we 
are not lacking at all in books and journals on 
project management and risk assessment. 
But, a cursory reading of such books and in- 
vestigation of other data bank shows a very 
limited appreciation of the crucial importance 
of reaching out to the community listening to 
their hopes and fears. 

Ifthe project handlers do this, they will in- 
variably find a common ground and thus 
‘achieve “co-existence,” at the very least, or 
“mutual trust,” at best. 

Mitigating or eliminating risks. Project man- 
agers, deep into engineering disciplines, may 
„understandably gloss over the importance of 
"human communication" in their risk assess- 
ment exercises. Often, they realize a litle too 
late that beyond technical, financial, construc- 
«tion and other risks are the more unpredictable 
"but very important "political risks." 

Jose P de Jesus, president of the Manila 
North Tollways Corporation (MNTC) and for- 
merly Public Works and Highways Secretary, 
‘zeroed in on "political risks" as the proverbial 
hard nut to crack 

In a speech before the Management Associa- 
tion of the Philippines, the MNTC chief pointed 
outthat political risks "confront every major pro- 
jectin terms of changes in the political dispensa- 
tion, community resistance, legislative inquiries, 
and organized opposition by civil society" 

De Jesus added that a “proactive and com- 
prehensive public information program, gov- 
ernment liaison and communication efforts 
сап mitigate these risks.” 

A risk management expert, Helga Odden 
Resknes of Norway, refers to these political 
risks in a more academic way. In a presenta 
“Чоп she made before project risk managers, 
she emphasized the need to “establish bind- 
ing contact between social sciences and na 
‘al sciences in order to create the best possible 
platform for risk communication." 

Go for a shared future. She meant that real 
communication—in the realm of the social 
sciences—must complement the comfort 
zones of the engineering discipline mostly 
grounded on the physical sciences. If you 
think this sounds “too academic," just bear in 
mind that considering the human and social 
factors might yet save your project or add an 
important element to your risk assessment. 

^A project is never without risks,” said 
Daniela Van Well-Stam, co-author of "Project. 
Risk Management,” published by Kogan Page, 
adding that “performing risk analysis and 
management is actually necessary to main- 
tain control over a project.” Other books refer 
to such analysis as “uncertainty analysis." 

head of every project manager—be it an 
industrial plant, the Olympics, a space shuttle. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER" 


BUSINESSFrida 


е ks 
{ * ad 38 
spot: 
project, an IT prototype ог even a corporate 
anniversary celebration—is an uncertainty in 
varying degrees of severity and likelihood. 

"The lesson learned is this: Engineering pre- 
cision and predictive techniques must be 
complemented by a program on coming to 
grips with community, political—even regula- 
tory—risks. When you do your homework, as 
proponents of some some successful projects 
Gid, you сап actually mitigate or completely 
eliminate the risks. 

After all, even host communities would pre- 
fer to spend their time co-existing with a struc 
ture that promises them a brighter common fu- 
ture than to waste valuable time on the side- 
lines with screaming placards in opposition to 
an otherwise good project that has been poorly 
communicated. 

Project managers who turn a “blind eye” to 


and dismiss political risks. , 
as a needless distraction to 2585 
their perfect engineering 
marvel will get a surprise of 
their lives. But, if you heed the 
words of experienced project risk 
analysts and take to heart the wise 
counsel of veteran Ping de Jesus of 
fiyover—and NLEX—fame, you will 
be glad you did. 

(The author is president of Creative 
Point, the Philippine affiliate of Hill & 
“Knowlton, senior lecturer at the 
graduate department of UP 
College of Mass Communi- 
cations, a doctoral candi- ~: 
date completing his dis 
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Energy Is undeniably a part of our lives. This Is why First Gen, a leading Filipino power company, is committed 


to delivering reliable, clean and cost-efficient energy. It taps indigenous fuel sources and converts energy 
to electricity to power our every endeavor, every day. First Gen helps open the door to opportunities for 
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О: WE'RE A RELATIVELY LARGE COMMER- 
cial bank. The bank's marketing depart- 
ment is fairly young, organized only 6-7 
years ago. I've just been assigned to take 
over this department. Pm not a marketing 
man. Гуе been a finance guy. Management 
said they picked me because I asked the 
most sensible questions whenever we had 
meetings on the bank's advertising cam- 
paign, promotion, share of business from. 
our major corporate accounts, loyalty pro- 
grams, and the like. 

Our business planning is not for a calendar 
year but for a fiscal year July to June. We are 
їп the midst of planning for fiscal year July 
2006 to June 2007. We're stuck (that is, my 
‘marketing department is) right at the starting 
portion of our marketing plan for our corpo- 
rate banking business. That's the plan's corpo- 
rate account segmentation section. 

We meet with the bank’s Marketing Com- 
mittee (MarkCom) twice a week. Each meet- 
ing is devoted to reviewing what my depart- 
ment has been able to do with one section of 
the marketing plan. When we met last week 
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Banker’s dilemma: How do we segment corporate accounts to grow? 


Ури: Ned Robertos 
& Ardy Roberto 


on how to segment our corporate accounts as 
the sources of our revenue objective, the 
MarkCom questioned our segmentation. We 
wanted to segment by industry or type of 
business arguing that each industry differs in 
its priority banking needs and requirements. 
"Thats what Гуе learned from reading your 
column. You once said that segments should 
be “differentially responsive.” Corporate ac- 
counts segmented by industry are differen- 
tially responsive. MarkCom challenged this 
and said that segmenting by “account status” 
yields segments that are more differentially 
responsive. It defined “account status” as be- 
ing “a key account,” “a non-key account,” and 
“a lapsed account.” Our corporate account 


base has been eroding for the past three years, 
and so the inclusion of lapsed accounts for re- 
acquisition. 

Tm not sure how to proceed. Ive asked my 
people: "How do I convince our MarkCom 
that our department's segmentation is bet- 
ter?" But then, someone in my department 
raised the challenging question: "Is it?” 

A: Your dilemma happens to others often 
enough. Not only to bank marketers but other 
service companies as well and even more of- 
ten to consumer goods companies. So our di- 
agnosis and prescription should apply to all 
those who find themselves in the same or sim- 
ilar marketing planning situation. 

The key problem-solving market segmenta- 
tion concept to apply in your case encourages 
you NOT to think of market segmentation as a 
one-time process or decision. When you do 
this, you tend to see the situation you're in as a 
choice and an either-or case: its my segmenta- 
tion VERSUS our MarkCom's segmentation. 

Tn his 2002 book, Strategic Market Segmen- 
tation, the senior MRx-er showed that the ef- 
fective marketer segments each time he or she 


rural businesses and communities that promote the country’s growth. Because 
energy is part and parcel of progress, First Gen aims to give every Filipino the power to 
fulfill his dreams and live a better life. First Gen is committed to deliver this power for life. 


Avoid 
doing 
market 
seg- 
mentation 
as a one- 
time 
process. 


First Gen 


Power for the Filipino 


. m 


is faced with а marketing decision. A one-time. 
segmentation won't work, and when it does, 
ies only apparently so. For example, when 
you're deciding on a positioning, you segment 
the total market by priority needs. Ler's say hy- 
pothetically, that you're managing a Jollibee 
and you're planning for its hamburger line that 
you want to take back because the likes of 
Burger Machine have taken over this category. 
So, let's say you segmented the burger market 
by age groups: children, teeners, young adults, 
mature adults, and post-mature adults. You 
did this because research showed you that the 
priority needs for burger differ from one seg- 
ment to the next. After your research profiled 
these segments by their priority burger values, 
you found that it's the teen and young adult 
segments who equally have the highest priori- 
ty burger needs. So you decided that these 
would be your two primary target market 
(PTM) segments. 

Now, let's say that you're deciding on pric- 
ing. Your pricing plan should start with seg- 
mentation: Segment your PTM segment by 
price sensitivity. When you do this, your re- 
search may find that your young adult PTM 
segment, for example, is segmented into 
three price segments: (1) an “economy seg- 
ment” whose priority burger values is for a 
cheap burger with minimum quality, (2) a 
“premium segment” who value quality more 
and to whom price is only secondary, and (3) 
a “super premium segment" who says, ‘Just 
talk to me about quality and not about price; 
what do you think of me, poor?!" This con- 
sumer insight from a price segmentation will 
bring you back then to your burger product 
development so that you can offer three burg- 
er variants: a "value" burger for the economy 
segment, a premium burger for the premium 
segment, and a top-of-the-line burger for the 
super premium segment. 


Macro-level segmentation 

This sequential or 2-or-more tier segmen- 
tation should also hold for top-level or nation- 
al-level planning down to your local-level or 
branch-level planning. It’s the segmenting 
that you should do for your marketing plan 
and then segmenting for the sales plan. In the 
marketing plan, marketers do what we call 
“macro” segmentation, as in the case of seg- 
menting by socio-eco classes: the Class AB 
segment, Class С, Class D, and Class E. Sup- 
pose, after profiling, the marketing plan de- 
cided in favor of the broad C plus the upper D 
as its PTM segment. When the marketing plan 
for this PTM segment is passed on to sales de- 
partment to implement, the sales plan starts 
the planning process with a “micro” segmen- 
tation of the PTM segment. 

For example, based on its field and grass 
root familiarity with the PTM segment, your 
sales department may say that in their sales 
territories, the broad C and upper D con- 
sumers differ according to how geographical 
ly close they are to a Jollibee store: those 
within a S00 meter radius behave differently 
from those within a 1 km radius, and in turn 
versus those within a 2 km radius. In other 
words, the sales department finds that to suc- 
cessfully execute the marketing plan for the 
macro-PTM segment, it had to segment this 
PTM into geographical micro-segments 


Profile to arrive at PTM segments 

We believe this 2-tier segmentation is your 
сазе. So you may want to get back to your 
MarkCom and present your case as follows. 
The segmentation of your corporate accounts 
by industry is the marketing plan or macro 
level segmentation. Profile these segments 
and arrive at your PTM segment/s. Then craft 
the marketing program that will enable the 
company to generate its targeted revenues 
from these segments. Then ask Sales, or in 
your case, the Branches for their sales plan. In 
this sales plan, they may want to segment the 
PTM segment by "account status": key ac- 
counts, поп-Кеу accounts, and lapsed or like- 
ly-to-lapsed accounts. Sales or branches will 
then craft a sales plan or LSM plan for each of 
these micro-segments. 

n service companies whose operation is 
characterized by high customer contact (as in 
restaurants, hotels, resorts, spas), a sales plan is 
known as an LSM plan, "Local Store Market- 
ing” plan. We heard that the LSM term came 
from McDonald's who call their restaurants, 
“stores.” In your case, you have branches. How- 
ever, in our consulting work with banks, we 
have refrained from substituting “branch” for 
"store" in the LSM term, for obvious reasons. 

Here's a summary of our Marketing Ах: 

Avoid doing market segmentation as a one- 
time process. it's not this segmentation’ versus 
"that segmentation’; it's not your marketing de- 
partment’s segmentation versus MarkCom's 
Segmentation. It's both but appropriately posi- 
tioned or sequenced as prescribed below. 

Every time you have a marketing decision 
to make, segment according to the markers 
differing “responsiveness” to that marketing 
decision: differing responsiveness to your 
product offer, pricing, promotion, placement, 
and service delivery. 

Do sequential segmentation as you de- 
scend the planning levels: segment for your 
national plan or marketing plan, and then 
segment your chosen PTM for your territory 
plan or sales/action plan. 

Update your command of marketing con- 
cepts especially the market segmentation con- 
cept every so ofien. As a management disci- 
pline, marketing has seen over the past decade 
unprecedented rapid, large, and continuing 
changes. You said that you're not a marketing 
man and you are new to marketing. You actu- 
ally have an advantage over those who have 
long been in marketing but have not kept up- 
to-date with the latest in their discipline 

Send questions to MarkeringRxt@pldtDSL.net 
or text us at 0919-314-5412, God bless! 
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BAGUIO'S NIGHT MARKET 


No more cat-and-mouse 


3 Ma. Rosario Alaon 
and Stephanie Pineda 
ADI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—WHAT USED TO 
Be a cat-and-mouse game be- 
tween the police and illegal ven- 
dors here has turned into a prof- 


itable business venture with the 
introduction of the night market 
in November last year. 

The night market, located 
along the sidewalk of Harrison 
Road, is fast becoming the fa- 
vorite shopping strip of residents 
and tourists looking for cheap 


WAGWAG or ukay-ukay is allowed but the city government banned 


the sale of pirated CDs, VCDs and DVDs. 
PHOTOS BY STEPHANE ANN PINEDA CONTRIBUTOR 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF LIT- 
erally supporting the world’s 
grassroots running community 
is the record of Boston-based 

|. New Balance Athletic Shoe Inc., 
a manufacturer of innovative, 
width-sized footwear and ath- 
letic apparel for men, women 
and children. 

Often described as "the little 
running shoe company that 
could—and did!” New Balance 
celebrates in 2006 its 100th year 
by sponsoring a festival of races 
for runners of all ages, races and 
backgrounds. The races are be- 
ing held in 50 countries to 
choose 100 runners who will 

1. compose the New Balance Glob- 

al Centennial Team—a team 
which will have the option to 
run in the La Salle Bank Chicago 

Marathon, in October 2006. 
Bing Buenaventura, NB brand 

manager in the Philippines, says 


“The program is also a unique 
opportunity for us to highlight 
50 select race events that New 
Balance is proud to partner in аз 
part of our longtime support of 
grassroots running around the 
world." 

In the Philippines, the pro- 
gram translates into a yearlong 
celebration, starting with a New 
Balance Run-All-You-Can Party 
on Feb. 18. This fun night run 
will feature а loop run course 
where runners earn "points" with 

егу loop they complete. These 

oints" may then be exchanged 
for New Balance items. 

‘At the New Balance Run-All- 
You-Can Party, participants may 
also start registering for the New 
Balance Power Race, set on May 
28. Here, two Filipino runners 
have a chance to be part of the 
New Balance Global Centennial 
‘Team for a weekend trip to the 
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clothes, souvenirs and other 
items while taking their stroll. 

The night market, which oper- 
ates from 6 to 11 p.m., offers a va- 
riety of items—wagwag (or ukay- 
ukay—used clothes), knitted 
items (sweaters, bonnets and 
scarves), footwear souvenir 
items, bags and accessories. Prices 
are also cheaper since vendors do 
not pay rent for stalls or spaces. 

Prices range from P20-P30 for 
bonnets, P30-P50 for ponchos 
and scarves, P80-P300 for jack- 
ets, P75-P300 for shoes and P70- 
400 for bags. 

Bargain hunters can also 
munch street food and sip coffee 
while enjoying the nippy Baguio 
night. 

The city government has 
banned the sale of pirated CDs, 
VCDs and DVDs at the night mar- 
ket. 

Vendors used to swarm the 
sidewalks of Session Road at 
night but complaints from pedes- 
trians and shop owners prompted 
the city government to ban them 
from the area 

The city's anti-illegal peddling 
task force proposed to transfer 
the vendors to Harrison Road to 
ease human and vehicle traffic in 
the city’s main artery due to the 
vendors. 

Most night market vendors 
eam from P250 to P3,000 a night. 
Although they say they used to 
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game with police 


BARGAIN hunters dig up goods at the night market on Harrison Road in Baguio City. 


earn more when they were on 
Session Road, they were glad that 
they were allowed by the city 
government to sell their products 
inan agreed area. 

Mario Pacito, 35, a wagwag 
vendor, says the night market has 
made it easier for vendors like 


him to sell their products. *I grew 
tired of evading policemen and 
members of demolition team dur- 
ing raids," Pacito says. 

Emmanuel Reyes, head of the 
citys public order and safety divi- 
sion, says the experimental night 
market-has reduced human traf- 


Chicago marathon, with the op- 
tion to rum in that event. Those 
vying for the two slots, however, 
must not only run at the New 
Balance Power Race but also 
submit a 100-word essay on 
what New Balance means to 
them and how it has changed 
their lives. А New Balance appar- 


fic on Session Road and has in- 
stilled discipline among the ven- 
dors. 

He says their records showed 
that about 400 vendors benefited 
from the night market. With re- 
ports from Arianne Santos and 
Xaris Hope Tamayo 


“Endorsed by no one’ policy works for 100 years - 


NB's continuing commitment to 
integrity, teamwork and cus- 
tomer satisfaction; performance 
and fit over fleeting fashions; in- 
vestment in domestic manufac- 
turing; technological innova- 
tion; and an “Endorsed By No 
One” philosophy which places 
more premium on performance 


el purchase is also required. Fur- апа fit over the marketing pull of 


ther announcements on how to 
join the New Balance Power 


celebrity endorsers. 
“Our mission has never been 


Race will follow, to be the biggest, but the best 


Other races ind events are 
lined up for the year. Women 


and Aist will not change as we 
enter бт setünd century fbit 


will be major participants in ness,” declares Jim Davis, chair 
all these events. New Balance and CEO of New Balance. 


has recently moved into appar- 
el for women. 


Exclusively distributed by Planet 
Sports Inc, New Balance is avail- 


New Balance worldwide sales able at Festival Mall, Glorietta, 


increased from $200 million in 
1991 to $1.5 billion in 2004. It 


4 employs more than 2,600 people 
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Planet Sports, The Athlete's Foot 
and at leading department stores 
nationwide. (For more information, 
interested parties may visit 
htzp;//wwwnewbalance com.ph.) 
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Scent 


By Alex Y. Vergara 


HE HAS PEDDLED ANY- 
C iiss E 
from beer to makeup, 
malls to canned goods, cosmetic 
procedures to cell phone 
providers—that her face has now 
become a familiar and ubiquitous 
sight on television, billboard and 
printads. 
Just when everyone thought 
she had run out of stuff to en- 
dorse, Kris Aquino is now 
\ lending her celebrity status 
ү to. what might be the 
jj ees product yet named 
\\ after her and built around 
her image—the Kris 
j Aquino Fragrance Col- 
{ lection by Bench. 
? The “Billboard 


main man, Ben 
Chan, recently launched "Kris" 
at the Glorietta and later at 
SM Megamall. The brand 
clearly targets the young fe- 
| male marker, as the Gloriet 
talaunch featured such hot 
bands and babe magnets 
as Sponge Cola and Hale. 
Meanwhile, young bal- 
ladeer Christian Bau- 
tista graced the Mega- 

mall edition. 

The collection in- 
dudes three body 
spray variants with 
such amorous and 

provocative names 

as Baby Me, Hug 

Me and Love Me, 

and a top-of-the- 

line eau de toi- 

lete (ЕРТ) 

named simply 

Kris. 2 

And like in all 

. her undertakings (be it 


THE “QUEEN of Talk” does 
a Sarah Jessica Parker. ranum 


Now, yourskidicanrget good 
grades thanks to affopdable 
unlimited: Vib: 


4 


Because with PLDT Vibe SuperSaver Line, you get 
2 services for the price of 1 for only P840! Now, 
school work is hassle-free and Mom, worry-free! 
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her TV shows or her string of 
love affairs), Aquino was pas- 
sionately involved in every 
stage of the collection’s pro- 
duction. She even had a hand 
in the collections packaging 
and its launch. 

It reportedly took French 
experts from Grasse, France, 
almost a year to select various. 
fragrance oils and formulate а 
finished product—a bottle of 
EDT that captures a unique 
blend of grapefruit and man- 
darin with a twist of floral and 
warm vanilla. 

“The fragrances reflect her 
personality,” says Chan. 
“Once you smeli them, espe- 
cially the EDT, you will think of 
her” 

Despite being an open book, it 
seems there are still facets of the 
candid Aquino that the public 
has yet to see. These unseen 
traits, says Chan, are what make 
her such a joy to be with. 

“You'll see the real Kris espe- 
cially when you get the chance to 
travel with her abroad,” he says. 
"She's such a character. In spite 
of her popularity, she has re 
mained so down to earth and so 
much fun to be with.” 

The launch, by the way, was 
timed to coincide with Aquino's 
birthday last Feb. 14. Kris, the 
perfume, heralds the start of oth- 
er spin-off products built around 
the celebrity's name. Next on the 
TV superstar's list is a magazine 
named after her, like Oprah Win- 
frey'sO. 

For a person with such a big 
presence and an equally big fol- 
lowing, it seems a slew of bill- 
boards isn't enough. 


E-mail the author at aver- 
garaQinquirer.com.ph 
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She Found 


the Cure. 
for her Hair Loss! 


"When I was а child, | used a certain solution to treat my unhealthy scalp. 
As time went оп, | lost so much hair that | almost became bald! | even wore 
a wig but was always teased because it looked fake. | just wanted to disappear. 
because | couldn't stand the insults. My life completely changed: for many 
years, | became less confident and less active in dealing with people — 1 
couldn't be my normal self. But when I went to Svenson, | found hope for 
my hair loss. Through their treatments, my hair started to re-grow with 
thicker strands. As it grows longer I'm starting to feel more confident again. 
I'm very happy that my hair is back to normal and | can finally be myself again. 
Svenson is my answered prayer for restoring my hair!" 
Jennifer Callana 


WOMEN AT 


Svenson 
сли 892-HAIR (4247) 


TOMAS MORATO ВІМОМОО ALABANG 
IF СКВ Conter  11/F Federal Tower AF Citibank-Fri 
[^^ 


Call Svenson for a FREE hair and scalp 
check-up. Save your hair now! 
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9 LIVE XTREME FREE FALL 


, Take the ultimate leap of faith! Step off a ledge. 
И and take а free-fall onto an airbag 20 teet below! 


XTREME VERTICAL RUN 
'a rush? Get hooked on a harness a few 
and WALK DOWN Ih wise ot the wail! 


z 


Have you ever had that 

compulsion to jump onto 

the bus rather than wait A, 
with all the rest in the bus à © А FOR MEN 
stop? Or did you ever 3 Y Y Lives q 
want to jump in to the * 1 N à 

elevator shaft instead of a faria SAY 3 2 

riding the car down for a NIV iw € 

quicker get-away from the Y Р 2 

office? Or has it ever 

crossed your mind to beat 

traffic by hang-gliding 

your way from the 

penthouse of your 

building? All of us have 

an action hero in us. It's 

part of being a man. 


The new Rexona for Men — 
made for extreme underarm 
protection — puts men's 
mettle for the extreme with 
Live Xtreme Zone - an over- 
the-top set-up designed to 
quench men's thirst for urban 
adventure. On February 23 at 
the Glorietta Activity Center, 
Rexona will whip up five 
wickedly insane, heart- 
stopping, adrenalin- 
pumping, and extreme 
activities to challenge men 
with tough guts, wills of steel 
and intense attitudes. 
CHOPPER 
And the excitement RIDES 
continues because you can 
win any of these Xtreme 
Prizes thru SMS: 


* A Monster Truck 
* (8) Wild Bikes 
* (6) Chopper Rides 
+ Php 50, 000 cash each 


Tojoin, simply purchase any 
Rexona for Men product and 
look for the promo sticker on 
the product pack for a raffle 
entry. Text REXONA FOR 
MEN «sticker code» 
(Example: REXONA FOR 
MEN HJKM5728) and send 
to 2955 for Globe/Touch 
Mobile/Smart/Talk n' Text/ 
Addic/Infinity/Sun Cellular. 
Promo runs until April 9, 
2006. 


To join, buy any 


ters who reg he produ 


With Rexona for Men, men Xtreme Zone 
all over are really living life А тозон ron ан ann es 
TO THE EXTREME! 


Sun Cellular 


REXONA FOR MEN 2955 


й. : Amusement 
welcomes Laguna families to fun city shopping! «22:5 


Located along the National Road SM City Sta. Rosa features an exciting Accessories 

in Barrio Tagapo, Sta. Rosa, mix of popular stores and shops that “бше. calia» coiezone «Dos 
SM Supermalls’ 23rd branch is easily includes SM Department Store, “Feberen. Haks ao.» te ean 
accessible to shoppers from San SM Supermarket, SM Appliance Center ра ата CERES 


* Manels « Mendrez . Mint • Naf Naf 
Pedro, Війап, Cabuyao, Calamba, plus many more retailers offering a Ос. aca > Rusty Lopes + 


Canlubang, Carmona and Los Baños. broad range of products апа Services,» олур ык 


• Tomato • Window Вох • X-Quisite 


‚А Doors /§choot + 
1% Office Supplies 


Booksale • National Bookstore • Philippine 
Christian Bookstore + Precious Page 


Car auto, 3$ 
Accessories: “se 
Blade • Trans Cycle Mart 
* Computers [].t 
= adgets 


Asianic Computers e DGD Trading 
© Electroworld • Games and Gadgets * 
Globe Telecom + Memo Express * Netopia 
* Octagon Computer • PT&Te Silicon 
Valley « Smart * The Computer Authority 
(TCA) • Twinline Trading • Wellcom 


ardware f appliance 


Electronics 
Ace Hardware • Astroplus « Odyssey 
• SM Appliance Center * Video City 


heat 4, Deauty 


David's For Rever * Dermstrata 
+ Freshaire • Going Straight « GQ 
Barbershop • Let's Face It Salon 
* Lynderm Facial Center & Facial Spa 
* Pamilya Dental Care Co. » Perfect 
Teeth Dental CentereTabbs 
Barbershop • The Body Shop * Tooth 
in Style Dental Clinic * Watsons 


Noverty Shops / 
Sporting 8oods 


Bike Plus • Chris Sports • Sports 
House Tribu 


estos / Fastfood 


Barrio Fiesta • Chowking « Congo Grille 
e Fat Choi • Go Nuts Donuts • 
Greenwich Pizza Pasta * Jollibee * KFC 
e Kitaro • Mc Donald's • Michelle's 
Cakes & Pastries * Max's Restaurant « 
Pizza Hut * Rai Rai Ken * Tokyo Tokyo 


Service Establishments, / 
anks tii 
China bank • A-1 Driving * Executive 
- Optical * Great Image + Ideal Vision 
e Island Photo Center • Kamera 
World • LBC • Photoline • Picture 
STA. R City • SLS Optical Express * Southern 
Sky Travel & Tours * Ticket № Post « 
Vision Express « YKL Fuji 


N OW О Р Е М у, Specialty Stores 
Aksesoriz Fashion Hauz • Bear 
10:00am -9:00ргп Cuddler • L Time Studio • No Curfew 


* Orodiam • Pink Box • Silverworks • 
Timex * Unisilver • U220 


Carts [Kiosks f 
Ounters ee” 


Aficionado Germany » Branded King 
Flute • Country Style • Brownie's 
Unlimited « Candy Corner « Candy Mix 
e Candy & Stuff • Carnival Clowns • 
Chicharon Espesyal * Dioko Resort & 
Butterfly Farm * Doc's Candle * Elov 
Chinese Drugstore « Fly Wear 
+ Fruitas • Fruits & Waffles « Fonebook 
* Graphic Works • Girlie's Ice Cream • 
Illusion • Inkrite e Jelly № Juice • 
Jolo's Kiddie Cart * Juice Avenue 
* Kiddie Cart « Key Express » Kingcorn 
e Lighter's Galore • Lynx Design • Mr 
Softy + Nacho King « NY Fries & Dips « 
Sabrett » Scents & Blends * Simply Nice 
by Jelene's Touch Art « Sondrik * Praise 
Be. Takai Така! • Unique Idea • Waffle 
Time • Whippy Ice Cream • Zen Zest 


cae” 
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By Alex Y. Vergara 


concerning 
the use of luxury cut 
crystals are explored 
by industry leader 
Swarovski in a 148- 
page — colfee-table 
book, “Daniel 
Swarovski—A World 
of Beauty.” 

Launched recently 
in Hong Kong and 
published by Thames 
& Hudson of London, 
the book is the Austri- 
an family-owned cor- 
poration's umpteenth 
foray into publishing, 
It has been a little 
over a decade since it 
last launched a book 
this big 

The picture-heavy 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


book to memorialize advances and 
achievements in fashion crystal technology 


ГЛ ТЛ 
Visit us at 7 айггё 


COSMETIC SURGERY 

— а SKIN CARE CENTER 
нген 
REE MALL ANI 
28 
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E CERT Fare 
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| (Face & Hand) e Tattoo Removal e Lip Á 
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r Body scrub 
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«Wrap 
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DEM жые 


Ж” toy (Slay 283 (таг) 
At 
IZ 


HEMISHPERE 
BAG, from: 
Crystal Palace 
collection, FW 
1993-1994, 
White satin and 
crystal pendants 


H 
Е: 


THE OME STOP FACIAL SALON 


Feppermint 


FOOT SPA 


Tow CENTER эг BONES ARARAQUE £599 «su BAGUIO BO 
NIME 


book (150 images), 
which was edited by 
Vivienne Becker and 
Rosemarie Le Gallais, 
retails for approxi- 
mately $75. It comes 


o 
MAR CINEMA QUARE LP. 
MAL OLONGAPO AN 23851 


пон орай) 

NE PACIFIC MALL, CABANATUAN CITY 
eNZUELA 
та же, 


EY 


кэз юте one сбой ото ЫР 
VALENTES DAY in 250 ond 00 denominan В 
татава шеле албын! юз © 


y 41-202 
\ cur THIS AD AND AVAIL OUR FACIAL FOR P150.00 ONLY. ALONSA M 


E] 


ER jantor | 
ATHINGID3 


ings? 


GET THE LATEST PHONES FROM SUN. 
FREE AT PLAN 350! 


Sony Ericsson 


CHOOSE BETWEEN 
A SONY ERICSSON J210i 
OR A NOKIA 1600. 


Sony Ericsson 42101 
FREE Q Plan 350 


Tri-band 
Polyphonic Sound 32 Voloes 


Nokia 1600 
FREE @ Plan 350 
Hi-resolution 

Color Display 
Write-now Text-ater 


Feature 
‘Speaking alarm & clock 


CELLULAR 
Everything Important is Under the Sun 


When applying fr your poste Ine, bring a valid LD. od your latest compete il. competitor bill ts not ovale, bing Proof of Biling ond Pros of Ice, 


The Son Shops: Metro Маре | Robinsons Golerin | SM Noh Edsa | SM Magamal SH Manila | Robinsons Mana | Prk Square One| оўою Met Eost | SH Feliu 1 SM Centerpoint 1 SM San Lazio 1 Greenhills 1 Shangri Мага | Robinsons Cointa 
Robinsons Place Pioneer | North Luzon | Robinsons Stns | SA Май | SM Baguio | Robinsons Angeles | South Luzon | Robinsons St. oso | Robinsons nos | Robinsons бизтайы | Robinsons Lipo | SM Bacoor | SM Southmol | Fllinvost Festival Mall 
i Bon SM Luana | Visayas 1 Robinsons o | Robinsons Cobu Robinsons Bacolod | SM Cebo [Ayla Center Cobu 1 Mindamao | SM око | sano Dovon | Robinsons Сору de 00 Vee: 3958000 низой } 
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LIFESTYLE 


HO cer 


‘THE NATIONAL Milo Marathon marks its 30th year of promoting fun, h 


A 


THE ACHIEVERS. Rosa Pua, Linging and Emerson Yao, Ruth and 
Arnold Co of Haagen Dazs and Max Brenner 


EXPATS Martin Cook, HSBC 
SVP and head of personal 

+ financial services, and 
Christopher Zimmer, GM-Phils. 
of Lufthansa German Airlines 


\ 


FRENCH Consul for culture. 
Francois Blamont and Aurelio 
Montinola, BPI president 


ISS Эз a d 

JENNY Peña, Intercon PR director; Malou Francisco, marketing and 
‘communications manager, Stores Specialists Inc.; Carmela. 
Bocanegra, director for sales and marketing, Intercon; Eve Cayaban, 
president, Cruise Professionals Inc. 


д ia 
ELIZABETH Lee, Frannie Jacinto, Helen Lee, Grace Glory Go, 
southern gal Liela Salgado, Lita Potassy and Rita Dy, hotshot 
manager of Singapore Airlines 


MARISA Orosa Concepcion, Arthur Young, president and CEO, PSI 
Technologies Inc.; Joey Concepcion, president and СЕО, RFM Cor 
and Ramon "RJ" Jacinto 


ealthy lifestyles. 
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DEPED Chief of PE and School Sports Dr. Noemi Bellosillo (second from right), Publicis 
Manila's Charmaine Campaner, DepEd Education Supervisor Daffy Zagal, Publicis Manila's 


Cathy Arguelles and DepEd Educat 


MILO brand champion Robby 
brandassistant Jovy Lee 


The race is on 


INALLY, OUR COUNTRY IS BECOMING 
F health-conscious, and it's about time, 
too, palanggas. 

Expect more Filipinos to take to the streets all 
inthe name ofa healthy lifestyle. Milo is ай set to 
celebrate the 30th wow! year of the awesome 
National Milo Marathon. 

“The race will be staged in 30 cities nationwide, 
giving a greater number of Filipinos the opportu- 
nity to get in the roll and enjoy an active and 
stress-free lifestyle, dahlings. 

The nationwide event was recently launched. 
during a lunch that was attended by hotshot Nes- 
Чё executives, its parmers, and 
race organizers. 

The Nestlé gang was led by 
Eugene David, senior vice 
president and business execu- 
tive manager for beverage 
adult health and wellness busi- 
ness urit; Michelle Calo, Nes- 
Чё AVP and consumer market- 
ing manager for Milo; and Pat 
Gocong, Milo sports events 
executive. 

Other health enthusiasts 
were Department of Education 
supervisors Criselda Marte and Daffy Zagala; 
national race organizer Rudy Biscocho; and 
2005 Milo Marathon super champs Cresenciano 
Sabal and Jho-an Banayag. 

"We are of course excited that on our 30th 
yea we are bringing the Milo Marathon to 30 
cities across the country, and getting our young 
athletes interested in a healthier lifestyle,” Eu- 
gene D. told us. 

1és common knowledge, palanggas, that Mi- 
los yearly National Milo Marathon is a landmark 
event that attracts health buffs from all walks of 
life, regardless of age, gender and social status. 
Whether they are marathon champions, sea- 
soned runners, hot celebrities or regular folks, 
people have joined the Milo marathon for the 
sake of better health. 

The race got on the roll last Jan. 29 in Kida- 
рамал. It was later launched in Tagbilaran. Last 
Feb, 12, it was launched in Batangas. Other 
Jaunchings: Feb. 19 in Dumaguete; Feb. 26 in 
Puerto Princesa, Palawan; March 5 in Lucena; 
and June 25 in Roxas. 

In Manille, the race will be held on July 16; in 
Bacolod on July 23. The grand national finals 
will shake the town on Dec. 10, palanggas. 

‘The marathon will have ай sors of events: 
from the 3K Kiddie Run to the provincial and 
 Manilles elimination races. Other fun events: the 
biggest school delegation contest and the exci 
ing cheerdance competition. Some 182,000 
runners are expected to compete in the races. 

‘Throwing in their total support for the fab 
‘event were Bayview Park Hotel sales and mar- 
keting director Marie Jean Paraiso Cordero and 
Adidas sports marketing assistant Sandro Pare- 
дез, Cebu Pacific and PowerBar, 


Yearbook launched 
The 2006 Philippines Yearbook was launched 
at the swinging Bahia at the top of the Hotel In- 


BATTING 


Maurice 
Arcache 


WiTHOUT & 


AN EYELASH 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


terContinental Manila. 

The annual publication is awaited by the busi- 
ness world and lovers of coffee-table books; it 
has been published by the Fookien Times since 
1936. 

"This years theme centers on Filipino values 
and features 52 awesome outstanding figures in. 
the country as well as fantastic essays and art- 
works from top-of-the-line hot writers and tal- 
ented artists, palanggas. 

For its launch, the special guest was the presi- 
dential daughter. the low-profile but brilliant Luli 
Macapagal-Arroyo, 

During the fun cocktails 
attended by more than 500 
invitees, the fab performance 
of Isha had everyone at the 
edge of their seats; she was 
given a thunderous applause. 

Present were hotshot bank 
Д presidents, corporation 

chairs, chic diplomatic corps, 

and high-profile personalities 
such as Miss Intemational 

Precious Lara Quigaman; 

Rep. Miles Roces; Shop 

Smar’s first couple, Crick- 
ette Yu and Donnie Tantoco; International Bank 
CEO Ramon Sy; REM Corp. president and CEO 
Joey Concepcion with his wife, head-tumer 
Marisa Orosa C.; Cinderella's hotshots Therese 
Coronel Santos and her son, Ritchie S; Aus- 
тайаз Qantas Airways manager Honeybee 
Hubahib; and beautiful working couple Ruth 
Velasco and husband Arnold Co of Haagen 
Dasz, Max Brenner and Zhonannhai Resto. 

“The brightest stars of the night were the moth- 
er-and-son tandem of dame Grace Glory Go, 
chair of the board of the Philippine Yearbook, 
and son, the gifted Vernon Go, the publishers of 
the book. 

‘Assumption musical 

It was eight months in the making with eight 
weeks of practice—all for а faster-than-you- 
could-bataneyelash eight-minute production, 
palongg: 

The vision was to portray the fab journey of a 
close-knit school class of more than 50 gals in a 
span of eight minutes. For the past 40 years, high 
school pals of Batch '65, from both San Lorenzo 
and Herran, had kept in touch. Well, dahlings, in 
this age ofe-malls and SMS texting, it was a piece 
of cake getting several former classmates togeth- 
er for the event of the year—their "velada." 

‘Thanks to Lory-vi Valdes, a production num- 
ber was finalized just eight weeks before D-Day. 

‘The gals threw off their Manolo B. shoes, ler 
their hair down, and sang and danced with 
bravado, Their performance was awesome be- 
fore their loved ones and "worst critics" their 
children (who were instructed not to hide under 
their chairs once they saw their moms sing алй 
dance); grandchildren (who were commanded 
to keep on clapping and shouting “More! More! 
Bravo, lola": husbands (who were ordered not 
to walk out); parents (who would always be 
proud of their dablings); relatives, mentors and 


Supervisor Criselda Marte 


1 à 
BAYVIEW sales and marketing director 
Marie Jean Paraiso Cordero and Adidas 
sports marketing assistant Sandro Paredes 


SUBIC race. 
organizer and 
Olongapo City Vice 
Mayor Rolen Paulino 


SANTIAGO and 
Dagupan cities race. 
organizer Tess 
Bernardino 


і @ 
LET THE band play. Jerry Garcia, manager of 
The Speaks, with band members Siegfred 
Fuster and Raf Toledo, and presidential 
daughter Luli Macapagal-Arroyo 


teachers (who were asked to stop thinking where 
they went wrong with their students). 

Now you know why this cool batch of ruby ju- 
bilarians did not leave any ruby stone unturned, 
palanggas. 

‘The hilarious musical performance included 
the singing of such tunes as “1 Like to Be In Amer- 
ica,” which became "I Like to Be an Assumption 
Girl?” and other nostalgic songs. 

"Imagine this. We had 40 different voices with 
40 different opinions with 40 scripts, until we be- 
came one voice in the end,” said the indefatiga- 
ble Lory-vi, whose patience with her "present-to- 
day.absent-next-day-for-tehearsals” classmates 
has now made her a candidate for sainthood. 

To assist the Ruby Reds in their eight-minute 
dance number was choreographer Chito “Boy” 
Miguel, who is another candidate for sainthood 
for his ever-smiling face in spite of his frustration, 
Cometothink f it heck, even the househelp and 
drivers leamed the dance steps faster than their 
bosses, would you believe? Taking all the endless 
photos of the gals was the babe ready for action, 
artistic Bern Mejía. 

‘The jubilee production number may be all 
over, but the hot ruby red gals still have to 
look forward to their yearly February retreats, 
and getting together for loads of charity 
work. 

During their two-day chillout at the fabulous 
Calatagan residence of Susie Bayot-Ortigas, 
plans were hatched to ensure 100-percent atten- 
dance to the next reunion in 2010, bringing to- 
gether all alumnae from around the world! Now, 
dahlings, that would be an awesome production 
of Assumptionistas, 


THE RUBY REDS in the newly renovated and now air-conditioned Assumption College Mother Rose Hallin Makati, 


Front row: Mary Ann Ansaldo-Chan, Corito Ocampo-Tayag, Carmeling Cardenas, Inday Poblador, Brenda Quirolgico- 
Нейгоп, Bing Sibal-Limjoco, Mila Lichauco-Brandner, Luluday Villanueva. Second row: Dulce Festin-Baybay Sylvia 
Heras-Lopez, Rose Diokno-Lopez, Lilibeth Ampli Vistan, Claudia Escudero-Camacho, Bettina Lao, Tess Crespo-Alsua, 
Baby Sandico-Pascual Third row: Carla Benares-Andaya, Baby Baluyut-Fricke, Gerry Sotto-Padilla, Tina Vargas-Quiros, 
Caren de Borja-Clavecilia, Juliet Medina-Evangelista, Marianne de Ocampo-Fragante, Imelda Vistan-Castilo. Fourth 
tow Mao Tabunar-Cardenas, Jennifer Dayrit-Leviste, Baby Gaborro-Cruz, Maridith Veloso-Limjoco, Diutay Peñaflorida- 
Castro, Menchu Tantoco-Lopez, Vickl Ongpin-Perias, Cita Gomez-San Mateo, Last raw: Lory-vl Valdes 


VERNON Go, publisher/editor in chlef of The Philippine Yearbook, Pulp and Gusto Magazine; 
Miss International 2005 Precious Lara Quigaman; Christian Peradon, GM, Hotel 
InterContinental; and Grace Glory Go, chair of The Philippine Yearbook 
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from Vie Sauvage 
collection, FW 
2003-2004. 
Composition. 

of crystal stones 

and fawn-colored 
pheasant feathers. 
Patchwork cuff 
bracelet, from South 
Pacific collection, S/S 
2005. Tropical-colored 
graffiti paving 


From page DI 


in English, German, French and 
Italian editions. A special English 
edition comes with an accompa- 
nying booklet in Chinese, Korean 
and Japanese. 

Markus LangesSwarows а 
fifth-generation Swarovski and 
member of the executive board, 
and his wife, Caroline, graced the 
Asian launch at the posh IFC 
Mall and later socialized with jc 


the region's Who's Who. L^ 


Daniel Swarovsl 
of course, is 4+ 
Swarovski's luxury. Э 
brand named after 3-3 
the company’s vi- $ 
sionary founder. Py 
Launched in 1989, %\2ў 
the brand is associat- Ў, 
ed with сошшей 7 
spired jewelry, hand- 
bags and fashion ac- 
cesores using 
Swarovski's high-end 
crystals. 

The brand's collec- 
ions were inspired 
through the years by the compa- 
пуз centurylong heritage of 
close and creative collaboration 
"wi couturiers and designers 
around the world. Langes- 
‘Swarovski saw it fit to chronicle 
these achievements without ap- 
pearing like a sel serving, yawn- 
inducing retrospective. 

"The previous book was an in- 
чета! exercise presented in an al- 
most archeological way. It depicted 
the pillars of Swarovski’s success 
for the past 111 years,” he says. 
“This time the same richness of 
content is there, but the new book 
offers more in terms of glimpses 
into the future.” 

“A World of Beauty” 
is divided into 15 
chapters with such 
headings as “Poetry 
of Crystal,” "Work- 
shop of Dreams,” 

"Continual Anticipa- 
tion" "Glamour" and 


"Architect of Enchantment.” 


Focal order 

“We have chosen to give the 
booka focal rather than a chrono- 
logical structure,” Langes- 
Swarovski writes in the books 
foreword, “so that you can open it 
at any chapter, at any time, dip- 
pingin and out at will.” 

The book also attests to how 

Swarovski has gone to great 


Ф, lengths to push the borders of 


а 


crystal technology. Fashion, 

PE for all its pervasiveness, Б 

just one form of expres- 

sion. Because of the 

gi technology Ше 

Soff quired and per. 

ed fected through the 

decades, it has been. 

able to enter vari- 
ous segments. 

"That's also one 


cuff bracelet, from Riviera 

Rockcollection, SIS 2004, 25е 185015 1 
launched 

Chatonnage of cystal 

stones and turquiose 


the 
book,” says 
Langes-Swarovski. 
“tesa pity that many of the pieces 
get exposed for a few weeks or so 
and people buy them. This book 
keeps them alive.” 

He goes on to describe 
‘Swarovski as a “science-fiction” 
luxury company. Unlike most 
high-end brands like clothes and 
leather goods, crystals break all 
the codes luxuries are commonly 
associated with. 

“If you reach a position where 
you get imitated, it’s somehow a 
compliment, as it shows you havea 
status in the market,” he adds. “We 
do have some issues [оп counter- 
feiting], but not major ones. Our 


sss, products are based on techno- 


«logical skills and they're not 
\ that easy to imitate com- 
pared to a logo or brand 
that's just printed into 
something.” 


E-mail the author at 
avergara@inguirercom.ph 


INTIME BAG, from Crystal Palace collection, F/W 1993-1994. 
| ү" ‘bag embroidered with gold thread and crystals 


ЛЕ НИЕ - 


Discover it! 


Moments of endless fascination. 


COBWEB ТОР, 
from Runway Rocks, 
Barcelona Gaudi Fashion 
Week, 2004. Network 
with asymmetiical 
cut-crystal stones 


Celebrate the 2006 Discover Hong Kong Year and experience fascinating 
new attractions and festive mega events! 


Spoil your inner child atthe all new Hong Kong Disneyland, Embrace the beauty 
of nature at the Hong Kong Wetland Park.* Fall in love with the majestic 
skyline of stunning Victoria Harbour. Ride the cable cars at Ngong Ping 360.* 
‘And be humbled by the magnificence of the Giant Buddha and the dazzling 


South China Sea! 


Find plenty more excitement in the long aisles of Hong Kong's shops, exquisite 
international cuisine, and year-round citywide festivities! Every second is a 


moment of discovery! 


WONG KONG, LIVE IT. LOVE ITY: 


minute! Love it forever! 


Savor the sights and sounds of Asia's world-city: where East m. 
where tradition and modernity become one! Visit Hong Kong now! 


———— n 2006. Ngo 


For more information on Hong Kong, please 


( Visit Hong Kong Now Package fm US $263 


» Roundtrip Economy Class air ticket on Cathay Pacific Airways 
. 30/2 Hotel Accommodation on room only basis 
l Roundtrip airport/hotel transfers by seat-in-coach. 
office at (027570888 Manila, (032)2313747 Cebu. (082) 228901 О, 


set be tied өл or balore 16 March 2096 Rate чамі lr trae drp 
J male Tce н nam endortible, on 


CATHAY PACIFIC 


Manila und 20 March 2006 


из West, and 
ме it every 


Ping 260 wil open mud: 2006 


it DiscoverHongKong.com. 
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HOLLYWOOD ACTOR BEN 
Affleck is the new face of 
Morellato, the Italian jewel- 
ryhouse. 

The actor said he loves 
Italy and everything about 
it, He said he believes in the 
efforts of Morellato to make 
jewelry an easy-to-wear ac- 
‘cessory through new styles 
that are distinguishable and 
contemporary. 
|: The new advertising 
campaign is photographed 
Бу Greg Gorman. The direc- 

tor is Tom Dey, who was be- 

hind "Shanghai Noon," 
Е starring Lucy Liu and Jackie 

Chan, and "Showtime," 

with Robert De Niro and 
* Eddy Murphy. Ridley Scott 
|" is associate producer. 

The campaign develops 
the Morellato slogan, 


| Ben Affleck's bling 


“Gioielli da vivere" (jewelry. 
for living), enhancing АЁ 
fleck’s stature as an actor, 
Oscar-winning screenplay 
writer, artist and celebrity. 


campaign by international 
soccer players Clarence 
Seedorf and Roberto Car- 
los and Ferrars Rubens 
Barichello 

Founded in 1930, Morel- 
lato is Europe's leading 
easy-to-wear fashion jewel- 


Morellato is available at 
the Morellato kiosk at 4/L, 
The Podium; My Diamond, 
27, Glorietta 4 (el 
7571086); My Diamond, 
Shangri-La Plaza Май 
(6389376); and My Dia- 
mond, Gateway Mall, 
Araneta Center (9124013). 


BEN AFFLECK is the new face of Italian jewelry 
house Morellato. 


sh 


AYALA MALLS ARE HOLDING THE LOV'EMALL 
This Valentine's Promo until Feb. 28. Every 
P500 purchase in Ayala Center Glorietta, Ayala 
Greenbelt, Alabang Town Center, Ayala Center 
Cebu or Market! Market! gives you achance to 
win elegant His and Hers watches from Kenneth 
Cole, Raymond Weil and Lacoste. For the grand 
raffle draw, two lucky Ayala Mall 
shoppers can win a Colt Quartz 
306 for Him and a Colt Oceane 
310 for Her from Breitling. Mean- 
while, Ayala Greenbelt is holding 
the Chocolate Festival until Feb. 28. 


JUBILEE YEAR. The Christian Family Move- 
ment (СЕМ) marks the first visit ofits founders, 
Patrick and Pat Crowley, to the Philippines with 
а Mass at 9 a.m., Feb. 26, at the University of 
the Philippines Parish of the Holy Sacrifice, Dil- 


Я 
| GOINGS ON 


Notebook PC 
Ultraporteble. 
= Intel Centrino® Mobile Technology 
Inte Pontium” M Processor 740^* 
Into Pro/Wireloss 2200 802.11 b/g 
Wireless Connection. 
Genuine Windows" XP Home 
intel" 915GM Chipset 
512M8 Memory 
6068 Hard Disk Drive. 
DVD/CD-RW Combo Drive. 
4n digital memory reader siot 
(50/5000, MMC, Memory Stick, 
Memory Stick PRO) 
Intel? Extreme Graphics Media 
Accelerator 900 
12" (30.48cm) WXGA 
with BrightView 
^Processor 740 
Х2МВ Cache, 1.73GHz, 33MHz FSB) 


P89,950 


Compaq 
recommends 
Windows®: $ 


&'& XP Professional 
L] 


Compaq Presario B1821TU 


COMPAQ. UJ 


invent 


MIN 
А. ым Зшшшаышышашдл = 


єшэү— 


N 


Power has never been thi 


Jazz up your wardrobe with the Compaq Presario B1821TU Notebook PC powered by Intel* Centrino® 
Mobile Technology. At 3cm thick and in a classy casing that weighs only 1.57kg*, this sleek and 
stylish notebook PC is a welcome addition to your personal style. It comes loaded with the latest 


їп mobile computing technology that Include а 44 


1 Digital Media Re 


а € 


s fashionable. 


ader, 12" Widescreen display 


enhanced by HP BrightView Technology and HIFI stereo sound. Plus, with a G-cell battery that 
ensures three hours on a single charge, you're sure to get your job done and in style. 


ртт 


Compaq Presario V2317AP 
Notebook PC 
Trin / Wicescraen 
+ Ite! Centrino® mobie Techactogy 
-Inte* Pentium® M Processor 7508 
Inte Pro/Wirass 220086 WLAN 
во? з1в/ Wireless Conection 
+ Genuine Windows? XP Home 
* Inter* 9150M Chipset 
+ 51248 Memory 
+ вова Herd Disk оте 
* DVD+RW омо 
^ Gin аала memory rester sot (x. 80, 
ММС, Memmory Suck, Memory Suck PRO 
эла Smart Меза) 
+ tmol Graphics Мова Accelerator 900 
+ з (35.3бот WXGA (1280 x 768] 
Processor 750 
12148 Coche, 1 860н: 539MM #58) 


P99,950 


х2 

Compaq Presario B2815TX 

Notebook PC 

Вау Featured 

"Inte Centrino® Море Technology 
= Inti? Pentium M Processor 740^= 
"intet Pro/Wesiess 2200 WLAN 

802.110/g Wireless Corection 

+ Genuine тоне XP Home 

“Inte 925M Chipsat 

* 51248 Memory 

© 6008 Hard Disk Drive 

* DVO/CORW Combo Dive. 

+ 1 dieti топону reader siot (50, 
ММС, Memory Suck and Memory Suck 
Poy 

= AT Moby" Radoor® XG00SE 1298 
Hyper memory"! 

+ зат: 38 Bien XGA wan Bagra Dci 
Processor 740 
1248 Cocho, 1.7302, зэм: FSB) 


| 
Compaq Presatfo V2318AP 


Notebook PC 
Tun / rcoscreen 
+ Intel® Centrino® mobie Tecnnoiogy 
ие” Pontium M Processor 740** 
ечат Pre/Wirtess 220000 WLAN 
во2эль/ Wireless Conection| 
+ Genre Windows? XP Heme 
+ Intor* 01504 Chipset 
+ 25648 Momory 
+ 608 Hard Disk Deve 
+ DVD/CORW Corio Dive 
+ Gan рда memory reader siot (XD. SD, 
MMC, Memory Sek, Memory Suck PRO 
(— 
+ кшм" Graphics Мода Acceterstor 900 
+ 347 (95.58em) WXGA (1280 s 768) 
"Processor 740 
208 coeno, 17900: 539MHZ FSS) 


P84,950 


Compaq Presario M2235AP 

Notebook PC 

Malo / Product 

+ Into Сог? М Procassor 370° 
(ама Cache, 1.50GHz, 40082 FSB) 

ree00S 

* 25698 Momory 

+ 4008 нәт Disk Deve 

* OVO/CORW Соло Оле 

+ Sin дл memory reader siot (xD, 
SD, MMC, Memory Suck, Memory Stek 
PRO and Smart Medo] 

+ lot Graphics Меза Accelerator 800 

+ 38" (38.10m) XGA 

* ти” Wiioss 220086 WLAN 
во2.11в/ Wiroioss Conection 


Call (632) 867-3557, or Toll-free 1-800-1441-6688 
Click www.hp.com.ph 
Visit Your Local Retailer 
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Жана mpsont atras bea Comuni Ое puss rane ona oy е тит aes окут: Br ESN MPA 


Compaq Presario М2217АР 

Notebook PC 

жэке / Proasctivty 

+ Inet Centrino® Моз Technology 
пея Penta? M Processor Ta^ 
-inta* Prof Wireless 220080 WLAN 

802.11h/g Wireless Conocton 

Genuine Windows® XP Homo 

+ inet 1504 Chipset 

+ 26698 Momory 

+ 4098 Hara Disk Dove 

+ DVD/CDRW Combo Drive 

* Gin agai memory reader siot (x0, SD. 
ммс, Memory Stck, Momory Stick PRO 
and Smart Mesa) 

+ n Grapes Moda Accelerator 900 

* 15° (38.10m) XGA 
^Processor 740 
(2M Coca, 1 7300 5ззыно FSB) 


P69,950 


MOBILE 
TECHNOLOGY 
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iman. Call 7246747 or 4122738. Visit the CFM 
Nazareth Home, 6-A Big Horseshoe Drive, 
Horseshoe Village, OC. 


CONCERT. Concert at the Park celebrates Na- 
tional Arts Month with "Sayaw Pinoy," featur- 
ing the Bayanihan Philippines National Folk 
Dance Company, Ballet Philip- 
pines and Ballet Manila. The con- 
cert will be at 6 p.m., Feb. 19, at 
the Rizal Park Open-air Auditori- 
um. Call 3027374. 


WORKSHOP. The Filipinas Heritage Library will 
host a Travel Writing workshop 6-8:30 p.m., 
Feb. 22, March 1, 8 and 15, Traveler and writer 
Kristine Fonacier will facilitate the workshop. 
Fee is P2,500 inclusive of materials and certi 
cates. Deadline for registration is Feb. 20. Call 
8921801 


ANNIVERSARY. Members of the University of 
the Philippines High School Class 1956 are In- 
vited to attend their golden anniversary, Feb. 
22-28, at the UP campus. Call 8177905, 
8151538, 8181387, 8131452, 0919-2505512, 
7512232 and 0919-6948788. 


REUNION. The Philippine Women's University 
will hold its 75th alumni homecoming, 4 p.m., 
Feb. 25, at the Grand Ballroom, Crowne Plaza 
Galleria, Ortigas, Mandaluyong. Theme is Glitz 
na, Glam ра! Call 5242610 and 5268421 


EXHIBIT. The Star Group of Malls will host "Ku- 
lay—the Shades of Art,” a touring exhibit fea- 
turing paintings, sculptures and live perfor- 
mances by top local artists. Exhibits and paint- 
ings will be on display at 3/L, Home Area of 
Metropolis Star, Feb. 17-18; Starmall Edsa, 
Feb. 19-21; and Starmall Las Pifias, Feb. 24- 
25 


EXPO. Worldbex Services Internatlónal (WSI) 
will hold its 11th annual World Bullding and 
Construction Expo, March 7-11, at the World. 
Trade Center, Pasay. Local and foreign ex- 
hibitors are participating. Call 5316374/6350, 
5343615 or 5332026. 


CONFERENCE. The Phillppine Librarians’ As- 
sociation, Inc., National Library of the Philip- 
pines and Consal XIII Executive Board/Organiz- 
ing Committee will host the 13th General Con- 
ference of Consal, March 25-30, at Edsa 
Shangri-La Hotel, Ortigas Center, Mandaluy- 
ong. Call 9292180 or 9272044. E-mail consal. 
13@gmail.com 


MARKET BAZAAR, Go Green Market and 
Bazaar will be held 6 a.m.-11 p.m., Feb. 25-26, 
at SM Megamall A grounds. The event will tea- 
ture organic food, eco-friendly products. Call 
6317520/21, 6555674, 0919-2419131 and 
0921-9023525. 


INVENTORY SALE. The Ayala Museum Shop Is 
holding an inventory sale until Feb. 28. Avail of 
up to S0-percent discount on Museum Shop. 
products that are Inspired by the Museum's 
special exhibitions and permanent collection. 
The Museum Shop is at Ayala Museum, Мака! 
Ave. cor. De la Rosa St., Greenbelt Park, 
Makati. The shop is open 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Mon- 
day-Friday; and 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday-Sun- 
бау. Call 7577117 local 32. 


PROMO. Enjoy great discounts when vacation- 
ing in Bagulo City with Digitel's Digikard and 
DGMax Prepaid Cards’ Tawag-Lakbay 
Diskwento promo available until May 15. The. 
promo is being offered In cooperation with the 
Bagulo Hotel Association, Inc. (Bahal). Every 
special edition Bahai Digikard (in P100 and 
P300 denominations) and DGMax (in P50 and 
P100 denominations) prepaid card entitles 
holder to discounts from Bahai member estab- 
lishments of up to 30 percent on accommoda- 
tions, food, beverage and services. 


REVIEW PROGRAM. De La Salle-College of 
Saint Benllde offers a review program for the 
Foreign Service Officer's Examination, April 
18-May 18. Program fee is P8,000. Classes are 
from 6-9 p.m. Registration Is open until April 3 
only. Call the Consular and Diplomatic Affairs. 
Department, School of Multidisciplinary Stud- 
ies of DLS-CSB at 5267441 to 47 local 202. E- 
mall smsQdls-csb.edu.ph 


COOLBASIC WEAR 

Cool, hip and comfortable, that's what the 
new Freego is all about. Freego offers 
‘modern basic wear with a touch of urban flair 
and details that perfectly complement the 
body. The brand has an array of stylish, casual 
tees for men, hip tees and tops for women, 
and form-flattering denims for both sexes. 
Glam up and flaunt your best with Freego 
jeans and tops, avallable at all leading 
department stores nationwide. 
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e SMODELGVERAELERUAS- 5 
AKEUFLDURG OF MAC. USING THE BEAUTY ICON COLLECTION. 
T HAR EMPHASIS SALON, USING BEDHEAD 
CLOTHING CULTE FEMME 
LOOT HAT BOK ASTAUO CREOLOGO 


Spring fling 


The rewards of travel far outweigh 


the difficulty of packing = 
I WOULD TRAVEL 


around the world 365 for cooler spring, fall, or worse, 
days of the year if 1 Winter climates? Although its 


a warming up here in the metro, its 
could. The thrill of dis- still noteven spring in other parts 


covering new places and оѓ the world. How can one stay 
cultures is beyond com- warm, look fashionable and still 
pare. My heart pack lightly? — 

starts to palpitate жие d 


ec’ out on a trip, dont 
even before the [адаа] panic. What ! usually 


plane touches Лач ке] do is whip out my г 5 
down any desti- MB E] у pen and note- [e 
Ru de "А зарег 6f mesmerize 
Hong Kong, Bl ý a list. I suggest you do 

x o the same so you don't b 
D 4 1 wol w X by great buys. 
or LA. I can't help over-pack with useless 7 
but anticipate all extras like another 
the exciting ad- pair of boots that you 


Ё don't really need. 
ventures that lay "hen, dor on to 


ahead. ] wwwweathercom to 


But as much as I № 1 Check the weather 
love traveling, there is forecast of the particu- J 
one thing 1 truly Apples Aberin- jar place you are visit- 
dread. Nope, їз not Sadhwani ing. Websites such as 
the long, potentially "this normally give 


boring airplane ride or ће long five-day forecasts so you can geta 
lines in immigration and cus- better idea about what articles of 
toms. It is actually plain and sim- clothing you'll need during the 
ply, packing. duration of your trip. 

‘Although Tam quite organized, ^ Based on the weather, number 
always get into a bit of a tizzy оѓ days and activities you will en- 


right before a trip. l get especially gage in, you can determine what j 
frazzled (and excited, too) when kind of clothes you need to pack. 
the destination is а cold place Remember, it is always wise to 


that requires heavy clothing with work around а neutral color 
lots of layers. scheme that can be accentuated 

Tes easy to pack for warm- with accessories, which are all 
weather locales because the you need to personalize an outfit 


Philippines is obviously a tropical SPRINGIES Š 


Feb. 16 to 28, 2006 


Qustors 


DARK rimmed sunglasses, Prada; pink Razr cell phone, Motorola; 

cashmere scarf, Burberry; black wool trench coat, Armani Exchange; x —n 
blaclcleather knee-high boots, Zara; emerald green faux croc doggie " a LCR ate meat 
bag, Tyler 


xoa 4 
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By Cheche V. Moral sunglasses t 


H, THE GREAT SWIMSUIT a, ee м 

debate: To go maillotor bare > " ь 

the midriff with а two-piece vdd N À +“ 

bikini! ^ 
If the surge of new swimwear brands, both 

imported or locally designed, is anything to 
go by, gone are the ghastly days when 
inas trooped to the beach in baggy tees and 
shorts. 

A newfound sensibility has Filipinas muster- 
ing enough daring to bare some flesh and don 
not just stylish swimwear, but also discard the 
unflattering and decidedly impractical Fshirt- 
and-shorts combo. think of the discomfort 
and potentially disastrous results of wading in 
deep waters in heavy, soaked clothing. 

It's impressive how the Filipina has found 
ease in her own skin, enough to enjoy the mul- 
titude of swimwear choices available for her 
trip to the beach or a lazy lounge by the pool. 

Tés easy to think the more conservative 
types would opt for a maillot (pronounced 
máyo), which, strictly by definition, means a 
one-piece swimwear that offers greater cover- 
age, as opposed to a bikini that requires bar- 
ing a little bit more than one's midsection. But 
with the varied options available these days, 
that is no longer ће case. Many maillot styles, 
with cutaway sides or cut down to there, аге 
justas coquettish and sexy as the next. bikini. 

“1 think ies simply your comfort level that 
dictates the type of suit you prefer,” says Cat 
Juan, a model who prefers bikinis. “I wouldn't 

h Te ~ necessarily say that girls who wear тай 
— - less liberal than women who wear bikinis" 
AUBERGINE maillot by Loungerilux at Chocolate Clothing Co. Juan herself owns one sport maillot “for doing 
P2,399; sunglasses by Guess, P4,320; watch by DKNY at L Time laps.” 
Studio, P8,500; bracelet by Charmed at Chocolate, P650; bag by An avowed water baby who's recently 
Christian Dior, www.dior.com. learned to surf, Faith Amigo says she opts for naa 
string bikinis simply because it allows her to sunglasses by Te 
— J catch a tan. She also finds bikinis flattering to Baker P4,700; 
CHECKERED | her body type. necklace, P980, and 
Juan, while partial to bikinis, owning over bangles, P300 each, 
a dozen sets, however warns of the downside БУ Lucy in the Sky by 
when doing water sports. "(Donning a bikini] Happy David, P980; 
increases your chances of havi mbar. clutch by Aranazat 
x, 425 Police, P4,900; | rassing moment. Ishould know! the Power Plant. 
э Z t fieckdace by Envy, More than the cut, fabric and quality are mall, P3,250 

Pl,000;watchby jj top considerations for Kat Tantoco-Lobregat. 

DKNYatkTime Я The petite entrepreneur wears both maillots " 
medie r000,| aud bikinis. “If the cur fis, [bo] styles can Manly maillot 
clutch by Tyler, | be sexy, chic and glam.” 

v^. P3250 | Dino, says Juan. “I choose suits that have 1 

both the eut that fatter my pear-shaped body Styles, with 

and the quality to last through numerous 

hours in the water.’ " 
While she concedes there are many afford- CUtaway Sides 

able brands with flattering styles now avail- 

able in stores, the dusky young model says 

thes always ‘willing to loosen the pure Of CUL GOWN 

strings for a good swimwear. "I think an excel- 

lent swimsuit is a good investment and а little 

difficult to come by.” to there, 
Ultimately, the question is not so much 

about which girl, er, swimwear style, is the. ` 

more fun, but which gi has enough sense to jUSt AS 

pick out a cut that brings out the beach god- 

dessin her. 


AQUA maillot by 
Tiger Lily, P3,950; 


coquettish 
E-mail the author at cmoral@inquirer. 
com.ph 


and sexy as 
the next bikini 


 GRAPHIC-PRINT bikini by Heaven at Chocolate Clothing Со, P1,590; sunglass 
Sky by Happy David, P2,980; bag by Aranaz, P1,200 
› 


гп Н 7 ses (| 


** t A disappearing act, a shot in the arm, a break from Spending a peacelul 
\ f routine. Nobody knows where you are and sometimes, and worry-free vacation close to nature 
even you don't know where you're going. with my loved one. 


—Rico Blanco, musician —Gary Dulatas, top model 


The great getaway 15.2 


: Anywhere Driving around Tuscany and Umbria where you'll find amazing countryside, 
e Qt the most beautiful little towns and fabulous food. 
Д —шїт\ Я i à 
ойый айе. je dd —Mia Borromeo, fashion consultant and Metro Society entertaining editor | 
we're shooters, with a couple ы. 


of guns and at least a thousand i 
round: to le cf soma Seam Our place in Bayorbor, Mataas na Kahoy. 
Abroad, it would be Greece and London. 


— Cristina Pecson, 
newscaster —Charlene Gonzalez-Muhlach, actress 


FLORAL-PRINT maillot by Bond Eye, P4,259; 
у Ted Baker, P4,700; earrings by Get Happy, P695; 
tch by Emporio Armani at L Time Studio, P13,910 


бы. 
LJ 
P 
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Milestones Is Philamlife's newest life insurance product that lets you enjoy your money in more ways than one. 
4 advantages о! Philamlife's Milestones: 
«Guaranteed double your insurance coverage by the 3rd year 
"Guaranteed cash payback every 2 years after you complete your 5-year insurance payment period 
*Earns better than ordinary savings accounts 


«Dividends - Get your dividends anytime or accumulate them until age 65 as a substantial ret 
Count on Philamlife's strength, stability, and financial expertise to ensure optimum returns for your funds. 


Total Premum Guaranteed Cash Payout н 
| (nnal Premios еа) | By? feas Retirement Fund At Age 65 Lifetime Pension Continued insurance Coverage 


am | 36,445 x 5 = Р182,225° Р10000° From Age 28 Р1,312400° | P51,800* Starting Age 66 Р8ў5000° By Age 66 


+ Hasralion for an hsured age 23 wih a P140,000 basi face amount, племе of dividends. Dividends аге dependent on the company’s performance and are not guaranteed, 
Let your money actively work for you as you live life to the fullest, Avall of Philamlife's Milestones today. 


irement fund 


For more information, call 528-2000. M are 
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һе oec Pans» Boning + Mukai Funds + Properly Developmen! « Cod Cords » Busness Process Outsoucing  Boncosuance е Fiionciai Advisory Saca 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Air You Ready for Lite? 


BLACK coat with fur touches by Zara; Easy Share V-series digital camera by Кодак; faux 
È diamond stud earrings by Silver Works 


Spring fling 


From pageEl 
or create a variety of looks. 

Since you are presumably heading to a 
cold-weather locale, make sure you have one 
good coat you can wear with any of your out- 


fits. Plus, keep in mind that layerin 
ments is key when dressing for the cold 
way, you can easily peel off layers as yc 
indoors and out or as the tempe 
changes. 

Fabric also plays an important role v 
dressing for the cold. Smooth gabar 
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nubby wools, knits and other such substa 
garments are needed in order to keep 
‘And to keep things fashionably inte 
pack items with contrasting textures 
combine smooth silk with wiry wool, f 
stance. Or why not juxtapose soft 
with leather? 

You can actually make use of silk b 
and sweaters. But if your goal isto stay 
is better to bring items made of cashmere, 
angora, mohair and the like. 

‘Okay, okay, so it's not that big a deal, after 
all. With a bit of organization and imagina- 
tion, packing can be a no-brainer. No need to 
stress out, The rewards of any trip far out- 
‘weigh the inconvenience of packing, anyway. 


To pack or not to pack? 


‘Think ofyour suitcase aa your closet 
and ask yourselfthe following 
questions before packinga particular 
article of clothing: 

1. How much room does it take up? 

R. Does it match with other pieces you. 
arebringing? 

3. Willis go day into evening? 

4. Can you wash it by hand? 

6. Can you wear it more than once? 
6. Does tt wrinkle easily? 


тотон oF 
BROWN faux für coat by Zara; = SMUNGIAUANDSIM 
dark blue skinny jeans by тра ates MN 
Chocolate Clothing Co; brown Е разни OF SHU UEMURA 
leather knee-high boots by Nine... е y ризкика 
West; brown Vasiay Damier > 

Luggage by Louis Vuitton; "The" 

" Romanov Phophecy” by Steve 


URTEA NAAN атна: PALL LORETTA CEE ROBNE E Berry, available at National Book 
PARA SANAA RATA NALE SF МЕСАНАШ. NOTH FOSA PDA CĂ 3 : E: store 
аташ E 
Senta GREENBELT A POEA PUANT PALL Рин ЧА АУ 
ЖЕТ SPALL ТА LORETTA POWERPANT PAL SANGNAR 


Email the author at afashionQinqui 
SOURCE.CHCANOSMRLEWOHENSWAROROSE  ercom.ph 


Take your hairdressing career to greater heights! Make your 
| mark by creating the "Retro-Future Look” for 2006 & 
= 


Ж 
E 


Choose your competition category & get the chance to win £s 


exciting prizes! p 
| cosmetic quality and integrity of hair. Create a fashion color 


|. statement. The directional hairstyle of next season's much С ге аїе our 


coveted look for the modern Filipino Woman. A total look that 
j blends cut, color and style. 


Break the traditional mold of hair design while maintaining the 


Grand Winn Php250,000 TAX FREE Php50,000 TAX FREE 


|' dst Runner Up: Cut & Color Training in Malaysia 


+Php25,000 pocket money 


Php25,000 TAX FREE 


| and Runner U Cut & Color Training in Malaysia 


*Php15,000 pocket money 


Php15,000 TAX FREE 


Php10,000 TAX FREE 
+Media Exposure 


| COVER Look 
| AWARD 


FOR INQUIRIES: LOOK FOR MARLIT SUAREZ 632-0280 LOC. 401/638-8146. 


LANCOMI gm | 


Php 10,000.00 tax free + Media Exposure VatsENTED IY 
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Inquirer lifer лутане to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Sar) 


GOTHIC 
“Luxury 
celebrates 


internatioi 
Beverly C. of Great 
Britain to interpret playful 
in hairstyle cre- 
ations that will be un- 


event for this year's Phi 
pine Fashion Week. 
ly C. is a top stylist and man- 


sry popular London "in- 
deft hand at 
airstyles frequently Е 1 
ch ] 
Кыс mc ic 


British editions of Elle ап 
"| think Trend Vision is a mar- — — 
b e it sets the bench- 


кү: Crisp, juicy, and generous servings of fried tender tiger shrimps 


tion and a source of ideas, E erve i i jes м э Sj 
Trend Vision's lineup К served with Belgian fries and Caesarslaw on the side. 


includes Techno Nature, with its o ing lici D ете a "te 9i > 
Sebi шше A tempting delicious treat we're sure you're gonna love. So... 
y, and Real Daydream, which 
weaves harmony between nostal- A! , cl 
ind the present day. \ 1 
World Fusion, a favorite of Bev- What s your Shak 
erly C., reveals multicultural influ- 
ences, imaginative patterns and 
brant hues blending into an ethnic 
kaleidoscope. Gothic 


hile, re 1 
the mythical and the 
The special prese f 
"Trend Vision 2006 by Beverly C. 
and her artistic team will be held 


arch 6, 6:30 p.m., SESS 
аслам DELI y ER $/ 
il “533-8000” 


If it's late, it's FREE 


| ^] BEVERLY C. IN ACTION. The expert 
is adeptat creating sensational 
alrstyles often featured in 
international fashion magazines. 
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"THANKS TO VISA, WE'RE GOING TO HONG KONG DISNEYLAND!” 


The seven lucky winners of the “Enjoy the magic of Hong Kong Disneyland” promo, along with three family members or friends of their choice, will 
be traveling to Hong Kong Disneyland for two days of fun and adventure. 


The winners participated in Visa's promotion that ran from 27 November 2005 to 24 January 2006. One lucky winner was drawn each week. All 
Philippine-issued Visa and Visa Electron cardholders that made a minimum purchase of P500 during the promotion period were entitled to join by 
registering via SMS, the internet or call center. 


Each winner will be receiving a paid trip for four to Hong Kong Disneyland, including airfare, a two-night stay at the Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel, 
Character Breakfasts, 8 theme park fast passes and HK$5,000 in pocket money. 


"Being the world’s leading payment network, we strive to make payments as fun and rewarding as possible. While cardholders enjoy the convenience and 
Бао ty of making payments through Visa cards, this promo also gives them the opportunity to experience a truly magical family vacation which only Disney 
сап offer,” said Visa International Country Manager for the Philippines, James Dixon. 


Visa International and Hong Kong Disneyland have launched an alliance that makes Visa the Official Card of Asia's premiere theme park. The alliance 
is an extension of the global alliance between Visa and Disney. 


The lucky winners are: 


Josie Sarmiento, Dr. John Carl Caparas, Physician. 
Certified Public Accountant. Winner of the second lucky draw on 
Winner of the first lucky draw on 13 December 2005 20 December 2005 


"We are all looking forward to the trip to Hong Kong 
Disneyland. Ever since it opened we have been curious 
on how nice and wonderful it must be. I'm sure we 
will have lots of fun as a family during the trip.” 


The Sarmientos will be traveling as a whole family 
with mom Josie, dad Emmy, son Jerico and 
daughter Kate. Josie has been using Visa credit 
cards since 1990 to p 

pay for everything 

from groceries to 

medical expenses. 


ыта my Visa card allows me to keep track ү 

of monthly expenses. It acts as my record | "n 3 E Р ? 
keeper. It's also so convenient to have а Visa Ў РСР à Be 
card when you're traveling since it’s accepted | 2 «азор АГА 
internationally," isi Сой Capes wat rion ос. 


“My nephews and nieces all love watching the Disney channel and getting 
a chance to go to Hong Kong Disneyland is a dream come true for them.” 


John will be going to Hong Kong Disneyland with niece Pier Angelique, 
16, nephew Alexis Kim, 9 and mom Araceli. 


John has been using his Visa debit card for more than 5 years now and 
also carries around a Visa credit card in case he has to make any 
unplanned purchases. 


^| usually use my Visa debit card when going grocery shopping. It saves me 
from having to line up at the ATM machine to withdraw cash." 


Juvy Ong, Comptroller, Cebu City. 
Winner of the third lucky draw on 27 December 2005 


^l've long been planning a Disney vacation for the kids. Thanks to Visa we 
are going for FREE!” 


For Juvy, a family vacation she has been dreaming about is now а reality. 
This summer she will be traveling with son Bryan, 14, and daughters 
Jasmine, 12, and Jennine, 8. 


"Ever since I could remember, I've been watching Disney movies. My favorite 
is The Lion King! I can't wait to go to Hong Kong Disneyland for the first 
time!” eldest son Bryan shares. 


Juvy regularly uses her Visa card when going shopping. 
“Using my Visa card makes paying for items І purchased so much more 


convenient. | don't need to be carrying a lot of cash all the time and that 
makes me feel safer.” 


у Ong with (rom. fo R) chil 


Inigo Generoso, College Student. 
Winner of the fourth lucky draw on 3 January 2006 


“What like most about Visa cards is that it's 
accepted almost anywhere. Unlike other cards 
that I've used before, | don't have to worry about 
having enough cash for gassing up or paying 
for other expenses.” 


Inigo, a supplementary card holder of his 
parents’, uses his Visa card to gas up on his 
way to school everyday. He also uses it to 
pay for items that are not covered by his 
allowance such as school supplies, books and 
other needs. Little did he know that that 
would provide him with an opportunity to 
travel with his loved ones. 


“We're all really excited and this is going to be 
a really good way to start off the summer 
vacation. This is the first time the four of us will 
be traveling together - it's going to be a great 
bonding experience." 


ligo Generese with 
the winníng.cord 


Inigo, 21, will be joined 
on the trip by sister 
Mikaela Generoso, 14, 
cousin Anton Buse, 13, 
and aunt Ericka Balcos. 
Inigo and company will 
be the youngest group 
among all the winners 
with Ericka at 26 
providing the required 
"adult" supervision. 


"Even though I'm the 
designated adult for the 
trip, going to Hong Kong 
Disneyland is an 
opportunity to be a kid 


inigo with Mikaela, Ericka und: Ante again,” shares Ericka. 


Lina Castro 
Winner of the fifth lucky draw on 10 January 2006 


Upon learning that she had won a free trip to Hong Kong Disneyland, 
"Great! This is great! Wow!” was all she could say. Lyn was in the middle 
of a meeting and could not believe that she had actually won a trip for 
four to Hong Kong Disneyland. 


Lyn will be traveling with brother Carlos Valencia, daughter Karen, 18, 
and a lucky godson of her choice. She has had a Visa credit card since 
1994 and has used it extensively when shopping, both in the Philippines 
and abroad. 


“My Visa card 
provides те a 
sense of security 
when l'm going 
shopping, 
especially when 
l'am traveling 
abroad." 


Jeanne Co, mother of four. 
Winner of the sixth lucky draw on 17 January 2006 


“My kids just love Disney 
cartoons and movies. For 
them to have a chance 
to see their favorite 
Disney characters live 
will be an experience 
they won't soon forget. 
I'm sure we'll all have а 
great time." 


“I'm really excited to go 
to Hong Kong 
Disneyland. We'll get to 
see Mickey Mouse, he 
makes me laugh!" says 
Jeanne's daughter 
Shers. 


Jeanne will be bringing 
along husband Sam, 
daughter Shers, 10, and 
son Josh, 7. Jeanne and 
her husband regularly 
use their Visa cards for 
a variety of needs. 
Raising four children 
involves a 
unforeseen 
expenditures and their 
Visa card helps them 
manage their finances 
better. 


"Our Visa card is really a big help for us, it makes paying and tracking our 
expenses much easier." 


We EAD Y 


Chito'& brother Aji with wife Дод ап son Jepoy 


Chito del Rosario, Merchandising Manager. 
Winner of the seventh lucky draw on 24 January 2006 


A Visa cardholder since 1995 Chito has tested 
the limits and possibilities of his Visa card 
and is more than satisfied with the results. He 
once even went on a trip to Singapore and 
lasted the whole trip without using any cash. 


“| use my Visa card for almost anything - paying 
for utilities and other monthly bills, groceries, 
Shopping, gas and other car expenses. It's just 
so much more convenient than using cash, 
especially when you're traveling." 


On the trip to Hong Kong Disneyland, Chito 
will be going with his brother Aji, sister-in- 
law Jing and their son Jepoy, 5. Their sister 

Wr Tee Irene will also join them in the adventure. 
"This is a great opportunity for us to have some 
family bonding time. We all have busy lives here in Manila and a trip to 
Hong Kong Disneyland is a great way to unwind and relax. We're all excited 
for Jepoy since it will be his first time to go to Disneyland.” 
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HOT DATES ARE NOT LIMITED TO 
Valentine's Day and anniversaries. Years of 
observation have caused me to discover cer- 
tain products hat work instantly and allow 
forsmooth-sailing romantic celebrations. 

Greasy face: It’s bad enough in person 
for everyone to point out, but having it im- 
mortalized in photos is a nightmarel 

lancomes Pure Focus Cleansing Gel 
and the separate Matifying Lotion/Toner 
is my fail-safe grease fighter. My very oily 
face really stays matte and porcelain 
smooth for hours even without a smear of 
foundation and powder, 

Sleep deprivation: Leads to blotchy, 
shadowed and dull skin. Unfortunately the 
spontaneous man will serve you breakfast 
in bed with a video camera on hand. Yikes! 

My saviors are: 

Guerlain Issima Midnight Secret. Wash 
your face before sleeping and apply three 
drops on face. All you need is three hours 
sleep and you wake up blooming. OF 
course, it is not meant to be used every 


night but only on days when you know you 
will lack sleep and need to be fresh for 
something important. 

Flavo-C Flash serum provides instant re- 
sults and leaves you glowing, Fine and 
deeper lines are obliterated or at least 
blurred, Dull skin from fatigue becomes 
plumped, firmer, smoothed out and rosy. 
‘The brand has Flavo-C serum for regular 
and daily use, but the more potent “Flash” 
version is for beauty emergencies. The 
catch: available at certain doctors office 
only 

Deadly morning breath: Oracare is the 
best and most affordable product (at P140 
and P50 for the big and small sizes, respec- 
tively). 

Oracere mouthwash keeps bad breath 
away for eight hours. 1 gargle for a minute 
before my big date and before sleeping. 
This ensures will have no moming 
breath, which we all know is important in 
the name of romancel 

No matter how gorgeous you are, bad 


LIFESTYLE BEZUTY 


breath will КШ the romantic moment. 
Oracare is available at Health Express and 
certain groceries and drug stores. I carry 
the small size in my purse wherever I go 
because one never knows. Wink wink! 

Botox due: As luck would have it, your 
derma is fully booked. You have been 
putting off your scheduled shots and the 
delay shows as your lines have deepened, 
giving you the appearance of age and ex- 
hhaustion. 

For those who cannot get an appoint- 
mentor are just afraid of needles, Pretox 3 
HTP is an injection-free alternative to 
Botox with dermal filling properties. Its а 


muscle-relaxant gel that 
is applied sparingly 
moming and evening tll 
your next appointment. 
It is used for the fore- 
head, around eyes and 
between eyebrows. 
Prefill HA is an injec- 
tion alternative to der- 
mal fillers like Perlane 
and Restylane. It is for 


use on the cheeks and SECRET Camouflage 


neck for plumping up. 

Huge zits that cannot be camouflaged 
by concealer: The quickest way around 
this is still co have it injected at the derma- 
tologist’s office or a reputable facial care 
center. I go to any Belo Medical clinic. It 
only costs P110-P150 per pimple. 

The injection is especially advisable for 
cystic pimples which are hard, painful and 
leave holes on the face. Pimple will disap- 
pear in a matter of hours or overnight at 
most. Whatever remains will be barely no- 


Soe | 


ticeable or easily covered by 
concealer 

The pimple solution at Be- 
los first eliminates the red- 
ness and then deflates the 
zit. The aestheticians at Belo 
Plaza have very light hands 
зо I barely feel the needle 
sting. They even put ice balls 
to numb you if zero pain is 
important for you. 

Laura Mercier Secret 
‘Camouflage and Concealer 
Brush or Shu Uemura Spot Concealer are 
my staples and favorites for this job. 


Guerlain and Shu Uemura are exclusively 
available at Rustan's Makati and Man- 
daluyong. Laura Mercier at Essenses, Rus- 
ап. For inquiries on Prefil, Pretox and Fla- 
vo C Flash serum, call Jeunesse Manila at 
6888062 to inquire about the doctors near- 
est you. For pimple injection inquiries, call 
the Belo hotline at 442939. 


Advance | learning 


Advance learning 
with better memory 


Nutrition 


Support your child’s advance learning with 
new GainPlus Advance! Better vision, better 
brain and now, better memory! 


irch shows that memory st 
form riew and faster Con 


Help your child dev 


environments, obj 


New Gain Plus Adva 


Advance Eye-Q Nut 
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op her memory skills by letting her e 
їз and faces. You can also help by givin 
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nolates mental development by helping the brain 


ow 
proper nutrition, 


се! Now with the Advance. Eye-Q Nutrition Systém! Its a 
unique system of nutrients - specially combined to provide vision, brali and memory 
support for advance learni 


Ask your doctor about th 
ion Syst 


Or call ће Eye-Q Hotline 


689-0545 and 1-800-10-888-EYE-Q 


4 us at eye-q ph@abbott.con 
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with better 
memory 


Research shows that memory 
stimulates mental development by 
helping the brain form new and faster. 
connections. 


Help your child develop her memory 
skills by following these simple tips: 


+ At this age, toddlers are now making the 
connection between words and what they 
represent. Encourage her to label objects. 
and pictures. f she can't describe something 
she sees, оме her simple words to help her 
remember упа! that object Б. 


+ Storytelling is а fun way for your baby to 
learn, Find a quiet place at a specific time 
to read aloud your child's favorite book. 
Once she knows the story by heart, have. 
her help you out in telling it. 


+ Improve your child's memory by teaching 
her about rhythm through a short poem or 
‘song, After repeating a phrase a few times, 
skip the last word and check if she knows 
the missing word. This will not only 
encourage her to memorize but learn about 
language and pronunciation. 


+ Reinforce your child's recognition skits Бу 
helping her practice the sounds she hears 
= it you start, I's кеу that your child will 
oon join in. Show her familiar objects like 
а Gar or an animal and ask her to make that 
sound. 


+ Explore your child's artistic side, use 
drawings, paintings, and pictures to tell the 
story of a special day. Then describe how 
the pictures tel the story. 


+ Encourage early memories - try working 
on newwords and expressions when retelling 
family stories and interesting Umes—it could 
help her learn new ways to recall detalls 
later. 


Experiencing new environments, objects 
апа faces contribute greatly to your child's 
memory building and advance learning, You 
сап help further by giving her the proper 
nutrition, 

Support your child's advance learning with 
new Gein Plus Advancel For better vislon, 
better bralh and now, better memory! 


New Gain Plus Advance now with the 
Advance Eye-Q Nutrition System! It has а 
unique system of nutrients especially 
combined to provide vision, brain and 
memory support for advance leaming. 


Ask your doctor about the Advance 
. — Eye Nutrition System 
Cali tho Eye-Q Hotline Numbers: 
689-0545 and 1-800-10-888-EYE-Q 
Email us at oyo-q.ph@abbott.com 
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AVOID the sniffles by taking 
Berocca vitamin tablets. 


You don't have to pack everything in 
your closet plus the kitchen sink when 
prepping for a trip. Simply tote these 
travel must-haves (and some moolah 
or plastic, of course!) to experience 
the great adventure of your dreams. 
AAS 


MOISTURIZE 
your skin with 
the Bodyshop's 
bodylicious 
Strawberry 
Body Butter. 


LIP BALM #1 
by Kiehls will 
keep those. 
kissers smooth 
and hydrated. 


THIS STRIPED carryall by Ace, from the 
Travel Club, is both practical and 
fashionably chic. 


STAY warm with a neutral-colored 
‘wool sweater by Zara that will 
match anything in your suitcase. 


feedback: 
message to 
Эз (Smart) 


THE MOONDROPS foundation travel kit by 
Shu Uemura covers all your beauty needs from 
anti-aging skincare products to basic makeup, 


Ws 
| 


! 


KEEP track of time with this Atomic 
watch with suede strap by Axcent, 
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Jayvee Fernandez has yet to perfect his signature 
style, but he's not about to give up trying 


PREP WORK. The not-so-reluctant model undergoes a grooming 
makeover in Emphasis Salon. 


OFF THE WALL. Belge linen long-sleeved top, P4,498, British India; 
indigo denim jeans, P3,798, Esprit i 


By Alex Y. Vergara. 


IKE MOST PEOPLE HIS AGE, 

Jose Maria Vicente “Jayvee” 

Fernandez thrives in multi- 
tasking. In other words, he's a man 
who wears many hats. 

Apart from being the managing editor of 
m|ph, the country's leading mobile technolo- 
gy magazine, the 25-year-old tech geek is also 
the associate editor of Electronic Gaming 
Monthly and editor in chief of a weblog called 
Cellphone 9. 

"The list doesn’t end there. He's also the vice 
president of the Philippine Palm Users’ Group 
and an active member of the Philippine Mac- 
intosh Users’ Group. 

With all these responsibilities on his plate, 
сап he still manage to put aside all his ged- 
gets, dress up and head for the perfect get- 
away even for a day? 

Far from your idea of the typical nerd, Fer- 
nandez is no recluse. He's equally comfort- 
able in front of a computer as he is talking to a- 
large crowd. Nor is he, with his boyish good 
looks and disarming ways, better read (or 
heard) than seen, 

The man relishes the outdoors, which in- 
cludes beaches and accessible mountain get- 
aways such as Tagaytay, where he can sit 
der the shade and "cloudbathe" for hours, im- 
bibing the seemingly endless expanse of sky 
and sea before him. 

“Tve realized how geeky my life has be- 
come in front of the computer,” says Fernan- 
dez. “Lately, Гуе been making an effort to at- 
tend events, so what to wear has become a big 
concern." 

After a couple of years in the real estate biz, 
Fernandez has had enough of the classic cor- 
porate look. These days, he cen be seen most 
of the time in jeans and pastel tees splashed 
with bright and artsy prints. 

"I put on a tie and slip into a formal pair of 
tousersonlyifhaveto, hesays. © 

Whenever he opts for a basic black or white 
top, it should carry some quirky message re- 
lated to his line of work. What he needs to 
work on, he admits, are the two other 
‘wardrobe essentials. And we're not referring. 
tohis socks and underwear. 

“I know which shirt looks good on me,” 


WALK THE WALK. Striped knit sweater, P2,298, U2; gray pants, 


P3,498, Esprit 
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ER MALE MAKEOVER 
фене за > 


FOLLOW THE LEADER. Orange honeycomb polo 
shirt, P1,998, British India; moss-green honeycomb ~~ 


~» ‘polo shirt, P 1,998, British Indi 
tts, P2,098, U2 


says Fernandez. “What I still have to figure 
outare the pants and shoes.” 


Game for grooming 

In other words, Fernandez has yet to per- 
fect his signature style. It came as no surprise, 
then, when he gamely agreed to go through а 
grooming makeover one lazy Sunday after- 
noon at the hands of professionals at Empha- 
sis Salon in Rockwell. 

Hairdresser Edgar Relos went about snip- 
ping Fernandez's thick, straight locks to give it 
а more current look. One of Relos' male col- 
leagues later reshaped his mustache and goa- 
tee for good measure. 

“Туе never worn a mustache in my life be- 
fore,” says Fernandez." purposely grew it for 
this photo shoot.” 

Hardly had Fernandez's newly shampooed 
hair dried when Relos began dyeing his “vir- 
gin" mane dark brown. After 20 minutes or so, 
colorist Black Elago went to work by adding 
some copper highlights to his already dyed 
һай. 


COLOR HIM BROWN, “He's a bit on the 
pale side,” says Abby Arenas-de Leon. “Apart 
from giving him a healthy glow, air tanning 
made him look more manly and outdoorsy." 


tton Capri 


THE TARGET in his usual, potentially 
boring, corporate garb 


"Since he has jet-black hair,” says makeup 
artist Abby Arenas-de Leon, “we wanted to 
tone it down a bit. Dark hair could sometimes 
make you look harsher and older. The high- 
lights were confined to the top to lengthen his 
face and make him look younger.” 

TÉ not for Fernandez's one-hour air-tanning 
session, we would have proceeded immedi- 
ately with the fashion shoot featuring him in 
the latest pieces from Cinderella's top brands. 

Since the artificial tanning method, which 
can instantly give you a healthy glow that can 
last for over a week, needed to set in for at 
least a day, Arenas-de Leon advised us to 
shoot the next day at the nearby Rockwell 
Club. 

“He's a bit on the pale side,” says Arenas-de 
Leon, “Apart from giving him a healthy glow, 
air tanning makes Jayvee look more manly 
and outdoorsy. As far as clothes go, he's no 
longer limited to wearing certain colors." 

Thats also the reason why her colleagues 
at Emphasis chose highlights over streaks. 
The former is a more subtle process. Since 
Fernandez needed to be in front of his office 
computer the next day, going for a more radi- 
cal ook was out of the question, 


E-mail the author at avergara@inquir- 
encom.ph 
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EASY DOESIT. Blue-and-white printed short-sleeved button-down 
shirt, U2; belge linen Capri pants, P2,998, British India 
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By Alex Y. Vergara 


form of flattery, then people 
behind such European luxury 
brands as Louis Vuitton, Hermes 
and Gucci, to name a few, should 
be beaming from ear to ear over 
how hot their products have be- 
come worldwide. 
But nothing can be further from the 
truth. 
Since the luxury business is big in 
mber of airport personnel in 
e trained to spot and confiscate 
counterfeit paraphernalia. Dubbed as “fly 
ing customs,” these people reportedly go 
beyond the airport and roam French cities 
The fight isn't confined to France. Even 
the United States Customs, which has 
ts own war on intellectual piracy, 
has reportedly joined the fray by seizing 
fake luxury items from incoming tourists 
Such a shame campaign, however, has 
{fect on Filipinos so long as they 
in the Philippines. Even those 
who can afford the real thing couldn't care 
Jess if they're carrying a fake LV as long as 
its of “Grade-A' quality 
Some, like Sally Salvador (not her real 
name), won't be caught dead usin 
bags. Instead. she gives them away to 
friends and employees who don't know 
or eare—any better 
spent a little over P150,000 for Grade-A 
tems to give away as Christmas gifts.” says 
Salvador "You should see how happy my 
employees were. They really use them. 
With such a relatively small amount, she 
was able to т so bags 
wallets and se from originals 
of such brands as IN, Hermes, Fendi and 
Gucci. Salvado ke Her 
mes lle 
i pc even buy three genuine 
that amount,” she adds. “The 
are really of good quality. 1 
should know. I've been using the wallet and 
credit card holder for years 


I: IMITATION IS THE BEST 


herself finds her 
nd credit card hold 


Hierarchy 

In the hierarchy of counterfeits, 
are inferior fakes, found mostly in 
and shopping destinations like Greer 
Divisoria, Baclaran and 168. Even some of 
Metro Manila's big malls house а number 
of small-time tenants peddling designer 
knockoffs 

What Salvador and Marissa Grande 
(again, not her real name) want are Grade 
A stuff that, compared to their run-of-the 
mill counterparts, are a bit pricier because 
of the superior components—from zippers 
to buckles, linings to rivets—and work- 
manship involved. They even come with 
nice boxes, serial numbers and dust bags. 

‘They may be selling fake stuf, but deal- 
ers of Grade-A products are usually armed 
with the latest genuine catalogs from the 
luxury houses, It's their way of convincing 
‘would-be customers that what they offer 
are no mere fabrications, but are actually 


ї as close as one could get to the real stuff. 
LET 


| 


“Some dealers even call on big clients 
such as wives of certain politicians,” says 
Grande, "These clients, in turn, invite their 

] friends to come over and it soon becomes 
like one big Tupperware party.” 


Cleo, Ayala Canter Rockwell» GM North Eden » Gateway + Shangri-la + Alabang Town Center «BH 


Both Salvador and Grande refused to те 
veal the exact identity of their sources, but 
we have reason to believe that they get it 
from one person. For one, they both point: 
ed to a certain bazaar somewhere in Metro 
Manila, which, they say, sells the latest 
Grade-A must-haves from Korea. 

Unlike Salvador, Grande uses fake finds 
herself. A self-confessed bag junkie who's 
very much into trends, she stumbled upon 
the big, wonderful world of counterfeits 
two years ago out of frustration. 

‘The motorcycle bag by Balenciaga she 

ted badly wasn't locally available. She 
asked friends abroad to buy her one, but 
alas, they couldnt find the tan variant she 
had set her heart on. 

Grande didn't have to wait long. A f 
days later, a friend who was carrying an 
original motorcycle bag in black, asked her 
to accompany her to this bazaar selling 
Grade-A counterfeits. 

The trip turned out to be a serendipitous 
one. As they were going through the me: 
chandise, she saw a fake version of the very 
same bag she had wanted to buy. What 
made й easier for Grande to finally decide 
to buy it was the presence of an original 
(her friend's) next to the fake 

“My friend and 1 compared both bags. 
she says, "and we were surprised to find out 

iost exactly alike. Some 
people 1 came across sometime lat 
the bag. Of course, I didn't tell anyone it was 
a fake unless she was a good friend. 

Her savings purchase 
(P8,000 versus the original price of 
P50,000) convinced б 
buy Grade: 

1 get tired [of stuff] easily,’ she says. * 
have a number of genuine bags that 1 no 
longer use. At least I can easily dispose of a 
fake because irs not as valuable. can even 


lay it down on the floor and not wc 


Unfair 
But what really pushed Grande to the ex 
treme was the unfair 
m the LV store in Makati 
elieve that its staff plays 
ites, especially when it 
tending to clients on a v 
regular customers. 
"They didn’t know me bec 
bought LV ba 
Grande claims that she 
buya Murakami 
When she learne 
piece on the displ 
sale, she asked a staffer 
up close 
“She refused,” says Grande. “I would 
have left it at that, but a few days later 1 
learned from a friend that the same piece 
had been sold to a regular client 
The spurned shopper ultimately got her 
revenge when she went with a friend to 
Greenhills the next day. She found a replica 
of the very same bag that was denied her. 
Not only did it look almost the same, but it 
also costa fraction of the original's price. 
“Ir didn't look like a fake at all,” she says. 
(Executives at LV and Stores Specialists 
Inc, exclusive representative in the Phil 
pines of such brands as Gucci, Prada, Tod's 
and Bottega Venneta, declined to be inter- 
viewed for this story.) 
For women like Grande and Salvador, 
that’s good enough. 


е that it pays 


Email the author at avergara@i 
ercomph 
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© Don'teven think about it Bringing your faux finds 
abroad, no matter how authentic-looking they are, 
‘and flaunting them in the airports one sure way 
to court the ire of eagle-eyed customs police es- 
pecially in hot spots like France, Italy and even the 
United States where luxury is big business. 

‘© Don't hide fake and pirated stuff Inside your suit- 
case. I's no guarantee you'll breeze through the 
airport. In fact, It can even cost you precious min- 
utes as examiners rummage through your be- 
longings (yes, even through your undies) In 


In the 
hiera 
of 


counterfeits, 


the Grade-A 
stuff that 


except th 
fashion 
police! 


search of a dubious Louis Bitong, er, Louls Vuit- 
ton tote. 

‘© Don’t even dare have the fake Hermes Kelly re- 
paired in one of the brand's boutiques In Paris. 
You might get the shook of your life if a staffer 
unceremoniously cuts the strap of your phony 
purse. Ouch! 

* Do travel in style, but within your means. It 
doesn't matter whether you're carrying a local 
brand as long as i's real, stylish and mirrors your 
lifestyle and bank account. 
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fresh from the south, 


Being one of the pioneers 
in the supermarket industry, 
SM Supermarket delights 
shoppers once again as it 
opens its newest store 
south of Metro Manila, SM 
SUPERMARKET STA. ROSA 
that features bigger and 
better shopping options. 


| zi 


guaranteed 
‘bigger savings! 


at the new SM Supermarket STA. ROSA 


GREATER SHOPPING SPACE 
Now, shoppers will feel the real convenience of 
shopping. The new store not only offars the 
usual Innovative retailing concept but a 
‘combination of clean, refreshing interiors and 
generous aisle space as wel. SM Supermarket 
Sta. Rosa houses a noticeably large fresh 
food section at very affordable prices. One may 
now shop as leisurely as you want without 
having to worry about going over your budget! 


DISTINCTIVE SHOPPING STYLE 
Unique to SM Supermarkets, an extensive “takal- 
takal" section provides shoppers the freedom 
to choose from a wide variety of fresh produce 


and grocery staples. This allows patrons 
to shop to their hearts content meaning they 
get to pick and choose the items themselves. 
Besides, this idea gives shoppers an excellent 
economical perk because they no longer 
have to limit themselves to pre-packed 
items. 


BUDGET-FRIENDLY SHOPPING 
“Value for Money” or “Buying Your Money's 
Worth” is а standard for almost all shop- 
pers. This concept Is evidenced by the fact 
that when they enter an SM Supermarket, 
they leave with just the “idea” that they 
truly got their money's worth because the 


store offers almost everyhing the 


{ buyer will ever need and want, good 


quality items at the best prices. 


{ what sets SM Supermarket apart 
Í from the rest is the fact that it aims to 
2 provide almost everything under one 


roof. Customers will be delighted to 


Í know that we will still offer the 


"special area" for ready-to-go food, а 
novel concept with the aim to help the 


| busy mom or dad to simply buy, order 
{ апа take home-deliciously prepared 


| s Panasonic flashlight 


zum in every = е paci i! 


meals for the family. 


MORE SHOPPING 
REWARDS 


Giving you more reason to celebrate 
is SM Supermarket's latest promos. 
Come opening week, shoppers will 
be delighted to know that they'll get a 
chance to take home welcome gifts 
as well as fresh produce for every 
PhP 500.00 worth of purchase. This 
will also entitle them to win one of 
twenty (20) NOKIA N7O's. 


What's more, there will be a storewide 
Yellow-Tag-Special. One сап play the 
"pachinko" for a chance to bring 
home household items for every 
minimum purchase of PhP500.00 
carrying the appropriate yellow tags. 


Exclusive valuepacks are also avall- 
able where shoppers can save up to 
80% off on purchased items and take 
home a free Bonus Item or Panasonic 
flashlight in each Valuepack. Special 
discounts on grocery items included 
in the Total Lower Cost Promo are 
also avallable at SM Supermarkets 
nationwide. 


At the opening of the latest SM 
Supermarket In Sta. Rosa, you can 
expect fun family activities, non-stop 
celebrity appearances and other 
exciting events once it opens on 
February 17. 


Enjoy the perks and 
convenience at SM 
Sta. Rosa. Shop, save 
and indulge in the 
treats that super- 
market shopping has 
in store for you! 


